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- While in Toronto preparing for the Canadian Grand Prix, James 
Pit & Paddock Hunt was told the news that he had been disqualified by the FIA 
6 Racecard Court of Appeal in Paris from his victory in the British Grand 


Prix. This controversial reversal put him seventeen points behind 
Niki Lauda in their intense battle for the 1976 World Champion- 
ship, and few people gave him the remotest chance of closing that 
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F But he has done it. Against all the odds, James has won both in 
Canada and in the USA. Even by the standards of drivers of the 
calibre of Hunt and Lauda, to win two Grands Prix on successive 
‘weekends is a rare achievement. To do so when the dice are heavily 
stacked against it, as they clearly were in this case, is a truly 
remarkable one. 

When James Hunt joined the Texaco-Marlboro McLaren team 
at the start of this season, we all knew that the combination was 
going to be effective, and probably one which would yield race 
victories during the course of the season. From the start, Hunt 
was rather more competitive than the weight of opinion had held, 
and to many people that total competitiveness came as somethin 
of a surprise. Certainly, few of even his most ardent fans oxpected 
that Hunt would mature during the course of the year to such an 
extent that his talent, his al/-round ability as a race driver, is now 
matched by one man only; his rival, Niki Lauda. 

It seems to us that James Hunt showed that he had become the 
cone driver in Holland: where He ane ar ailing car Lo vigiony, 
Sore - 5 : under constant attack from behind, an id so with quite 
48 Kirkistown: Templeton's tactics tell exceptional track-craft and car control. Subsequently, some 
49 Mento Watch doubts reappeared, not so much in Austria, but in Italy where he 
A —— || made the kind of mistake that his critics maintained he was still 
50 Sports Extra liable to make. But it is clear that James Hunt is a racing driver 
TAA ed <<< | who excels when his back is against the wall, when the pressure is 
55 Weekend Sport on, and on hard. His performances at Mosport Park and Watkins 
Although now out of the title chase, AUTOSPORT ’s Jody Scheckter pro- Glen Gide above criticism. In eight days, James Hunt converted a 
vided James Hunt with his main opposition at Watkins Glen last Sunday. | fine record in 1976, of six pole positions and four victories, into an 
Jody’s own account of the race appears on page 19. outstanding one, of eight poles and six race wins in Grandes 
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” In Japan on Sunday week, there will be a lot in James’s favour, 
even though he trails his rival by those three frustrating points. 
He has absolutely everything to gain, and that pressure, which he 
seems positively to need in order to shine as brightly as a World 
Champion, will still be there. For he must win to be sure of the 
title. (Even if Lauda finishes second to him, resulting in an equal 
poe score, the championship will be Hunt’s on the basis of race 
wins). 

Hunt has taken the World ieee by the firmest of grips 
when it seemed that all was lost, and he eae revealed hidden 
reserves of talent and perseverance. The same characteristics 
belong to the reigning champion, who raised himself almost from 
his deathbed to defend his crown, and added seven vital points to 
his championship score when lesser men would certainly have let 
the rest of the season slip by. 

Niki’s, perhaps, is the greater achievement. But if he wins in 
Japan, who is to say that James’s does not match it for sheer 
bloody-minded determination? They are both heroes, and it’s a 
pity they can’t both be World Champion. 

he last time the World Championship was decided in the final 

round was in 1968, when another man of determination, the late 
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Maki-Ford Fl. 


car 


Pictured above is the new Maki-Ford F102A which Tony Trimmer is currently 
testing in Japan prior to the Grand Prix at Fuji. Below: artist’s impression of 
the RAM Racing Brabham BT44B in the colours of Masami Kuwashima’s 
sponsors, the WIN Lighter Corporation. 
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Heavy Japanese 
| involvement at Fuji 
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There will be unexpectedly high local 
interest in the Japanese Grand Prix 
at Fuji International Raceway on 
October 24. There will be two 
Japanese built cars, the new Maki 
F102A which will be driven by 
Britain’s Tony Trimmer, and 
Matsuhisa Kojima’s new Kojima 
KE-007 which will be entrusted to 
Masahiro Hasemi. As well as 
Hasemi, there should be three more 
local drivers if all goes to plan, 
namely Fuji lap record holder 
Kazuyoshi Hoshino in Hiromu 
Tanaka’s Heros Racing ex-works 
Tyrrell-Ford 007, Noritake Takahara 
in the Surtees TS19 driven until now 
by Brett Lunger, and Masami 
Kuwashima in one of the RAM 
Brabhams, 

The new Ford-Cosworth powered 
Maki F102A Formula 1 car, 
designed by Kenji Mimura, is a very 
unusual looking machine indeed. The 
new car, which is currently being 
tested by Tony Trimmer in Japan in 
preparation for the Fuji event, is 
extremely slim and the monocoque 
has very high sides. It appears that 
the fuel is carried between the engine 
and the cockpit, and beneath the 
driver. Like the Kojima-Ford KE- 
007 which AUTOSPORT exclusively re- 
vealed in Europe a few weeks ago 
(designed by ex-Maki designer 
Yoshiro Ono), the emphasis of the 
design seems to have been placed on 
lightness, and the Fujita Maki 
weighs only 530kgs, which means 
that if it does race at Fuji it will have 
to be ballasted. Apparently the 
F102A has been taabed in Japan at 
Maki’s local circuit by a Japanese 
driver, who was able to lap the car 
only 2secs faster than Formula 2 
times. 

Masami Kuwashima, who 
competed in Formula 2 in Europe a 
couple of seasons ago and who is a 
leading light in Japanese national 
racing with a locally built F2 Nova- 
BMW 512, plans to drive one of 
RAM Racing’s Brabham BT44B 
cars at Fuji. 

Kusashima was in London last 
month and made contact with 
RAM’s John MacDonald through 
Brabham boss Bernie Ecclestone. A 
deal was arranged, but when we 
spoke to MacDonald last Tuesday he 


Ferrari test 
new F2 motor 


Ferrari have seen 295bhp from the 
first of their new Formula 2 engines 
to go on the test bed. Apparently the 
new F2 engine is not oe on the 
Dino unit but is an all-new 90deg V6, 
anda pros output of 310bhp is con- 
fidently expected when development 
is finished in time for the 1976 
Formula 2 season. 

We understand that to counter the 
attack from Ferrari, Renault plan to 
subject their 1973-designed V6, with 
which Jean-Pierre Jabouille won the 
1976 European F2 title, to further 
development. The name of Alain 
Prost has been connected with 
Renault’s 1977 F2 programme, 
although the peeehiny of the 
Formula Renault star getting the 
drive seems to be dependent on the 
Formula 1 aspirations of Patrick 
Tambay and Rene Arnoux. No news 
yet from BMW. 


er 


Maki designer and team manager, 
Kenji Mimura. 


had not heard from Kuwashima and, 
although the car was ready to go, no 
final arrangements had been made to 
freight it to Japan. 

If the 44B does make the trip, it 
will ne at Fuji in the colours of 
Kuwashima’s sponsors, the 
Japanese WIN lighter company. 
Provided Kuwashima qualifies for 
the Grand Prix and gets a good 
result, WIN have indicated that they 
will sponsor a Nova 512 for 
Kuwashima to contest the 1977 
European Formula 2 Championship 
series, 

Driving a Surtees TS19 at Fuji 
alongside Alan Jones, whose car wi 
be entered by Teddy Yip’s Theodore 
Racing organization in conjunction 
with the factory, will be local 
Noritake Takahara. With sponsor- 
ship from the Japanese ladies 
fashion firm Italia, who have backed 
him for some time, Takahara will be 
taking part in his second Formula 1 
event, having driven the Maki at the 
1974 International Trophy meeting 
at Silverstone. 

Neither Henri Pescarolo nor Brett 
Lunger will be at Fuji, as their res- 
pective Norev and Chesterfield spon- 
sorship programmes do not extend 
to the Japanese race; neither does 
the Durex contract with the Jones 
car. 

The Grand Prix will be run over 73 
laps of the 2.709-mile short course at 
Fuji (197.77 miles), and will start at 
04.30 our time on Sunday, October 


Amon out 


Chris Amon’s visit to the Canadian 
ice hockey team’s physiotherapist in 
Montreal, following his collision with 
Harald Ertl in practice for the 
Canadian Grand Prix, revealed that 
the ligaments surrounding his right 
knee are severely damaged, although 
it seems that the cartilage itself 
might not have to be removed. How- 
ever, the knee is painfully swollen, 
and Chris has had no option but to 
drop out of the USA and Japanese 
Grands Prix (in which he was to have 
driven for the Wolf-Williams team) 
and the Formula 5000 race at River- 
side this weekend (in which he was 
entered in one of the Teddy Yip/Sid 
Taylor Lolas). 

Amon is now on his way home to 
visit his parents in New Zealand, 
where he will spend a little time re- 
cuperating. There is a possibility 
that he might visit Elfin while he is 
down-under — he is considerin 
using one of the Australian-built 
chassis for his 1977 Formula 5000 
programme in the USA. 
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Further to our report in last week’s 
Pit & Paddock concerning the dates 
of the international meetings 
planned to take place in Britain next 
season, we have received confirma- 
tion that the 1977 Daily Express 
International Trophy race _ at 
Silverstone will be the opening round 


of the European Formula 2 
Championship on March 6. 
Readers will remember that a few 


months ago the Formula 1 Con- 
structors Association indicated that 
they no longer wished to take part in 
any Porn, 1 races except Grandes 


Epreuves counting towards the 


No Ligier 
for Jarier? 


Sources in France indicate that it is 
now almost certain that, whatever 
sponsorship arrangements are made, 
the Ligier-Matra V12 Formula 1 pro- 
gramme will extend to only one car 
next season. It had been thought 
that Jean-Pierre Jarier would join 
Jacques Laffite in the team, but if 
this latest news is correct it would 
hang a question mark over the 
future Grand Prix career of Jarier, 
who is widely tipped to be leaving 
the Shadow team after the Japanese 
Grand Prix following less than satis- 
factory performances in his DN5 
during the second half of the present 
season. . 

The names of Jochen Mass and 
Eddie Cheever have been mentioned 
in connection with Shadow, who are 
seeking a team-mate to Tom Pryce 
for next year in the Tabatip- 
sponsored DN8s. 


Sage moves 
into Fl 


The 1976 European Formula 2 
Champion, Jean-Pierre Jabouille, 
has signed a two-year Formula 1 
contract with Renault, confirmation 


that the French firm intends touse 


1977 as an exploratory year in Grand 
Prix racing with their turbocharged 
Pas V6 car prior to a concerted 
effort in 1978, provided the unit is as 
effective as is hoped. 

Jean Sage, the team manager of 
Jabouille’s successful Elf-Switzer- 
land Formula 2 team, has been 
engaged by Renault in a similar 
capacity for the Formula 1 
programme. 
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World Championship. This still 
applies to every country except 
Britain where, it was felt by the 
F1CA, there was a case for one of the 
existing two championship events to 
be retained. Under recently agreed 
plans, this will alternate between 
Brands Hatch and Silverstone, at 
whichever circuit is not hosting the 
Grand Prix that year. 

With Silverstone running the 
Grand Prix meeting (on July 17), it is 
the turn of Brands Hatch to hold the 
non-championship race next year, 
and the Race of Champions is cur- 
rently scheduled for March 20. 


NO Fl Hawke 


Hawke’s Formula 1 project, for 
which Adrian Ranke has been 
designing a car, has been aban: 
doned ‘for the time being’, and 
Reynard has left Hawke as a result 
of the decision in order to concen- 
trate on his own design consultancy 
and fabrication company, 
Automotive. 

Reynard will, however, remain 
associated with Hawke on the 
Formula 3 project. This was also 
temporarily shelved last July, when 
it was decided not to jeopardize the 
chances of Rupert Keegan for the BP 
Super Visco Cigas tach title by 
the development of the new car mid- 


season. Brian Henton has tested the’ 


new Hawke F3 car on _ several 
occasions, and as soon as the season 
is over Keegan will continue develop- 
ing the car. 

The reasons stated by Hawke for 
suspending the F1 project are ones 
of diversification, Hawke having 
expanded considerably over the last 
few months since their move to new 
premises at Southend Airport in 
Essex. The company intends to con- 
centrate its production efforts on the 
new FF1600 DL17 model which 
made its debut last Sunday at 
Brands Hatch (see Sports Extra), the 
FF 2000 and the F3 models. 


Motor Show 
200 news 


Following an influx of Shellsport 
5000 entries, the Motor Show 200 
meeting on October 23/24 at Brands 
Hatch organised by the BARC has 
been moved to the Grand Prix 
circuit. The whole meeting of 5000s, 
F8s, Group One, production saloons 
and Formula Fords will now use the 
long circuit. 

Although there are five Formula 
One cars entered for, among others, 
Derek Bell (Penske) and Guy 
Edwards (Brabham BT44B), the 
5000 entry is predominantly made up 
of Formula 2 cars including the Ralt 
again for Eddie Cheever which he 
debuted at the August Bank 
Holiday meeting, a Fred Opert 
Chevron, and Brian Henton in the 
Boxer who showed so well at Oulton 


Park. In total, there are 35 entries of | 


which 12 are F2, eight F5000 and 
five F1s for the 24 lap race. 

The F8 race has a fine entry of 33 
while the two Touring Car races total 
70 cars, and there were 76 Formula 
Fords at last count. 


Sabre 
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The accident during the US Grand Prix which destroyed the Ensign and in- 
jured its driver, Jacky Ickx. Top: Ickx crawls from the wreck of the car's rear 
half, which has come to rest in the middle of the track and is already on fire. 
Above: Ickx hobbles to the side of the track as flames engulf the Ensign. 
Below: As the fire tender arrives on the scene, Ickx is attended by trackside 
marshals. Bottom: The lead dice, between Scheckter and Hunt, passes the 


shunt. On the left, one of the Ensign’s front wheels; on the right, the front 
section of the car burns fiercely. 


Shierson at Riverside 


Doug Shierson’s tentative plans to 
run either Vittorio Brambilla or 
Maurizio Flammini in his March- 
Chevrolet 76A Formula 5000 car in 
the final round of the American 
F5000 series at Riverside, California, 
have been. discarded. Instead, 
Shierson will run the experienced 
American former F1 driver George 
Follmer in the car. 

Follmer will join American F5000 
regulars Brian Redman, Danny 
Ongais, Alan Jones, Jackie Oliver, 
Vern Schuppan, Al Unser, Teddy 
Pilette ae Peter Gethin in next 
Sunday’s race, which will decide the 
championship. Reigning champion 
Redman (who is rumoured to be 
switching to another US-based 
racing category for 1977) is leading 
the points table, and must finis 
sixth or better in the First National 
City sponsored race to be sure of 
another title with the Boraxo- 
sponsored Haas/Hall Lola T332C. At 

resent, Jones in the Theodore 

acing Lola and Oliver in the 
Shadow-Dodge are sharing second 

lace in the table. If Jones and Oliver 
inish badly at Riverside, either 
Ongais in the Interscope Lola or 
Unser in the similar VPJ car could 
take the runner-up spot behind 
Redman, but they cannot overhaul 
the Lancastrian’s overall lead. Other 
drivers in the race include Warwick 
Brown (fresh from his F1 debut at 
Watkins Glen), who joins Pilette and 
Gethin again in Team VDS, and 
Brett Lunger in the Citibank Lola. 


Riverside will also see the second 
and third rounds of the rich IROC 
series for USAC, NASCAR and 
Grand Prix (Hunt and Scheckter) 
stars in Chevrolet Camaros. One 76- 
mile race will be held on Saturday, 
the other on Sunday. 


@ We have received a formal com- 
munique from the CSI confirming 
the cancellation of the final round of 
the 1976 World Championship of 
Makes for Group 5 ‘Silhouette’ 
cars, the Buenos Aires 1000 Kms 
which was to have been run in 
Argentina on October 24. 


@ Mike (father of Rupert) Keegan’s 
Keegan Group of Companies will 
sponsor the Macau Grand Prix next 
month. 


@ French comingman Patrick 
Tambay, who was a spectator at the 
United States Grand Prix last 
weekend, is oer ted drive one of 
the Fred Opert Chevrons in the 
forthcoming Gold Star race series in 
New Zealand. 


@ We hear that former Tourist 
Trophy winner Stuart Graham, who 
has lous campaigned Chevrolet 
Camaros in British touring car 
events, will probably be switching 
his allegiance to Ford in 1977. 
Graham hopes to be running in a 
works-backed team in a Group 1 car 
for British events and, possibly, a 
Group 2 car in Burne Sponsorship 
will continue from Faberge. 


Stuart Graham at Oulton Park ten days ago when his Camaro had a dis- 
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agreement with Nick Whiting’s Ford Esc 
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‘Sponsorship 


seminar 


A seminar on the subject of sports 
sponsorship was organized last week 
in London by the Society of British 
Advertisers. This was attended by 
an influential cross section of adver- 
tising men and sponsors organiz- 
ations, of which several represented 
interests in the British motor indus- 
try. A certain amount of time during 
the day was devoted to the subject 
of motor racing. 

Among the speakers, three were 
actively involved with the sport. 
Both Geoffrey Kent, the Managing 
Director and Chairman of John 
Player & Sons, and Brian Nicholson, 
the Joint Assistant Managing 
Director of the Daily Express, spoke 
of the personal and company satis- 
faction derived from sponsorship 
within the sport. 

Nicholson confirmed that his 
paper would continue its association 
with Silverstone although, with the 
demise of the non-championship 
Formula 1 race at the same venue as 
the Grand Prix each year, its 
support in 1977 would go to the 
epenits, European Formula 2 
Championship round in early March. 

Geoffrey Kent spoke of his 
company’s unbroken involvement 
with Formula 1 since 1968 and their 
contract, which still has two years to 
run, with the Lotus team. 

The third speaker, perhaps better 
known for the. repression of motor 
racing rather than its improved ex- 
posure, was Cliff Morgan, head of 
BBC Outside Broadcasting. After 
his set speech, Morgan engaged with 
lively discussions with the audience 
on the subject of the BBC’s ban on 
the coverage of racing. He stated 
that he was more than hopeful that 
racing would return to the screen in 
the spring of 1977. Active discus- 
sions were in progress with the 


Formula 1 Constructors Association, 


about the thorny problem of the size 
of advertising on the cars, in the 
light of his acceptance that the 
original reason for the BBC’s con- 
ditions (the 1968 RAC advertise- 
ment regulations) are now out of 
date. It was hoped that an effective 
compromise would very soon be 
reached. In the meantime he could 
see no reason why other forms of 
motor sport could not be seen on 
BBC television, as it was felt that 
the lsel of advertising here, and its 
mainly motor industry content, was 
more acceptable to the BBC than 
Formula 1 cars in their current guise. 


catchpole See 


BE 
Moet 
James Hunt was a clear favourite 
among readers who entered our Moet 
et Chandon United States Grand 
Prix competition, and the outcome 
was decided in hundredths. Mrs V. 
Watts, of Newport Pagnell, was the 
very narrow winner, by just 
0.014mph! Bad luck, Vicki Row- 
lands, but congratulations Mrs 
Watts — your magnum of 
champagne is on its way to you. 

Well behind James in the numbers 
of entries were Andretti, Regazzoni, 
Peterson, Lauda, Depailler, Watson, 
Laffite, Pace, Scheckter, Nilsson and 


De 

he last AUTOSPORT/Moet et 
Chandon competition for 1976 will be 
for the Japanese Grand Prix at 
Mount Fuji on October 24, Sunday 
week. Fuji has never before been 
used for Formula 1, so you are rather 
in the dark when predicting the 
winning average speed. The present 
lap record stands to Kazuyoshi 
Hoshino at the wheel of a March- 
BMW 74S sports car at 126.852mph, 
although in a demonstration in 
November 1974 Ronnie Peterson 
lapped his John Player Special at 
129.342mph. The Formula 1 cars are 
expected to lap Fuji in the Im 13s 
bracket (almost 134mph), and that's 
about as much help as we can give 
you. 

Entries, on postcards please, to 
AUTOSPORT Editorial, Regent 
House, 54-62 Regent Street, London 
WIA 2YJ, to reach us not later than 
October 22. 
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Johnson hurls his Lola after Bagley’s Zink at the Glen last Sunday. 


Donnie’s first NASCAR 


win for five years 


Cale Yarborough’s mighty run of 
NASCAR Grand National race 
victories with Junior Johnson’s 
Holly Farms Chevrolet Chevelle was 
fina halted last Sunday at 
Charlotte in North Carolina by none 
other than Donnie Allison. Allison, 
who has not been a regular com- 
etitor recently, drove the similar 
Poff Ellington Chevelle to his first 
Grand National win for five seasons. 
Yarborough, the winner of four con- 
secutive races before Charlotte (on 
successive weekends), came home a 
strong second, and he increased his 
grip on the 1976 title. 
ole position for the National 500, 
over 334 laps of the 1}-mile Charlotte 
oval circuit, was taken by David 
Pearson with the Purolator Mercury, 
but Pearson was out of luck in the 
race. During the week, he had 
slipped in the shower (!), slightly 
injuring his back, and in the race the 
back gave him real trouble. Finally, 
when running in second place, he was 
forced to come in and hand over his 
car to the impressive NASCAR 
rookie Neil Bonnett. Later on, 
Bonnett actually had the Mercury at 
the head of the field briefly, but he 
spun after only half a lap in front. 
Buddy Baker, who qualified the 
Norris Industries Ford Torino 
second fastest, led the most laps of 
the National 500 (106 of them), but 
all the while Donnie Allison was 
bringing the Chevelle up through the 
field from an early 15th place, and he 


WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
(FORMULA 1) 


Brazil 


Driver 


Niki Lauda 

James Hunt 

Jody Scheckter 
Patrick Depailler 
Clay Regazzoni 
Jacques Laffite 
John Watson 
Jochen Mass 
Mario Andretti 
Ronnie Peterson 
Gunnar Nilsson 
Tom Pryce 

Hans Stuck 

Carlos Pace 

Alan Jones 

Carlos Reutemann 
Emerson Fittipaldi 
Chris Amon 

Rolf Stommelen 
Vittorio Brambilla 
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took over the lead on lap 308, 
holding on to score a surprise victory 
by 12.2secs over Yarborough. His 
brother Bobby, driving the Penske 
CAM2 Mercury, finished in third 
place, just holding off Baker by half 
a length. Fifth man Benny Parsons 
(King’s Row Chevrolet) was a lap 
behind, well ahead of the very 
promising Bonnett in sixth place. 

Richard Petty was out of the 
reckoning —_ The reigning 
champion qualified his STP Dodge 
third fastest, but early on was 
troubled by a broken front sway-bar, 
and lost seven laps having it 
replaced. Finally he finished eighth 
behind Lennie Pond in his Pepsi-Cola 
sponsored Chevrolet. 

Petty, however, still holds second 
place in the championship and is one 
of only four drivers who remain with 
chances of winning the title. Three 
rounds of the 30race Grand 
National series remain, the 
American 500 at Rockingham on 
October 24, the Dixie 500 at Atlanta 
on November 7, and the Los Angeles 
Times 500 at Ontario on November 
21. Yarborough now leads the points 
table with 4225 from Petty (4098), 
Parsons (3914), Bobby Allison 


(3708), Dave Marcis in the K&K 
Dodge (3505) and Pond (3494). With 
a maximum possible 185 points for 
the winner at each of the remaining 
three races, the title must go to one 
of the first four drivers. 
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Bagley clinches 
American FSV title 


Tom Bagley, driving a Zink, became 
the 1976 American Super Vee 
Champion by winning the final 
round of the leruties series, which 
supported the United States Grand 
Prix at Watkins Glen last Sunday. 
Bagley, who was disputing the 
title before the Glen with Bob Lazier, 
started from the pole but, having led 
off the line, lost the lead at the start 
of the second lap when he ran wide at 
the 90-degree first corner, allowing 
William Henderson (Lola T320) to 
squeeze his way to the front. 
However, before the end of the lap 
Bagley had the Zink back at the head 
of the big field, and that is where it 
stayed, although the victory was 


hard earned. 

Herman Johnson, who had 
qualified his Lola T3824 eighth, 
worked his way brilliantly up to chal- 
lenge the leader on the seventh lap 
nial gave him no peace, finishing 
second at the end of the 15-lap 
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‘The 2-litre'class winner, Herbert Muller’s Sauber-BMW. 


(50.66-mile) race by just 0.538sec. 
Johnson who set fastest lap in 2m 
0.11s, 101.22mph, was 3.57secs in 
front of Henderson in third place. 

Lazier could do no better than 
fourth with his Lola T3824, another 
1.84secs behind, having collided, 
with three laps to go, with the Zink 
of Bruce McInnes. McInnes had 
worked his way up from 20th on the 
grid to challenge Henderson for 
third place before the shunt, which 
put the Zink out of the race. 

Bagley and Lazier were separated 
by only two points at the top of the 
table before this last round, but the 
final championship positions show 
Bagley a clear winner with 135 
points from Lazier (123), Johnson 
(88), Henderson (77) and Chris 


Leason, whose fifth place finish at 
the Glen (ahead of Noel Bennett’s 
Lola T326) gives him a final tally of 
66 points. 


‘aie. 


Raymond challenges the 


Porsches at 


Reinhold Jost scored another sports 
car victory at the Nurburgring last 
Sunday with his familiar Porsche 
908/3 when he won the Nurburgring 
Trophy ‘‘Interserie” event from the 
simular car of Frenchman Bob 
Wollek. 

The event was run over two 35-lap 
heats of the “‘loop”’ circuit, and the 
two Porsches qualified first and 
second of the 22 starters in the order 
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Jost-Wollek, with Martin Raymond 
in John Blanckley’s DFV-powered 
Chevron B81 sharing the second row 
with the rapid local driver Helmut 
Bross in his 2-litre BMW-powered 
Lola T294. Jost’s turbocharged car 
won the first heat from Wollek, with 
Raymond third but a lap down after 
losing time with a puncture. The 2- 
litre class was very closely con- 
tested, Bross just winning it and 
taking fourth overall from Herbert 
Muller in the Sauber-BMW C5, Lella 
Lombardi in her Ferraris-powered 
Osella and Britain’s Robin Smith in 
his FVC-engined Chevron B26. 

The second heat was much closer, 
with Raymond dicing throughout 
for the lead with Jost ahead of 
Wollek. However, just going into his 
last lap Raymond’s gear bos 
broke, and he had to dive the 
Chevron into the pits to get it fixed, 
losing second place both in the heat 
and on aggregate. After Bross hit 
some wheel bearing problems, Muller 
won the 2-litre category this time 
from Lombardi, with Bross still 
third; Smith was punted off the road 
by a backmarker, and retired with a 
damaged nose section. 

Behind Jost, Wollek and 
Raymond, Muller took fourth place 
on aggregate from Lombardi and 
Bross, while Jost set fastest lap only 
0.4sec better than Raymond. 


AUTOSPORT, OCTOBER 14, 1976 


a 


CONTeSHOLichice MN 


indylantic — an 
international case 


I would welcome an opportunity to comment on 
Private Ear’s “Salute to Indylantic’, in 
AUTOSPORT , October 7 issue. 

Firstly, I endorse a number of the Ear’s well- 
aimed custard pies. Certainly, Indylantic’s 
launch-goal of catapulting a domestic Atlantic 
formula into a mass appeal “entertainment” is 
recognised as being overly ambitious, although I 
disagree with the Ear’s implication that promo- 
tion, and profit, are dirty words in motor sport. 

More importantly, it is now recognised that it is 
“back-to-front” to see Atlantic’s future in 
domestic ‘‘pop” terms, and the following key 
points are emerging for our Atlantic 1977 
onwards programme: 

1. Atlantic is now established in the UK, USA, 
Canada and South Africa, and will be established 
shortly in Japan, Australia and New Zealand. 
And, as racing’s cost crisis deepens in F2 and F3, 
Atlantic is being clearly established world-wide as 
a major F1 proving formula. 

2. Hence, to succeed, Atlantic must go inter- 
national, in its drivers and championships. The 
prototype of a successful 1977 series is seen in the 
exciting Three Rivers race in Canada, with F1 
stars, such as Hunt, facing talent-on-the-rise, 
such as the Canadian Champion, Villeneuve. This 
format, not the Ear’s Hollywood oo erent is 
our long-term, 1977-onwards goal. 

8. Above all, Atlantic must become part of the 
sport’s world elite — the Formula 1 Aparrat. 
Again our steps are moving in this direction. 

astly, let’s get a few fundamentals on record. 
Indylantic’s greatest value is that it has now 
established a strong base for an international 
series in 1977-79. And, the new Atlantic series will 
be promoted strongly to a motor racing audience, 
albeit’ totally differently, because promotion is 
central to building the sport’s appeal in the 1980s. 

We believe we’ve the experience to succeed in 
1977. 
LONDON SW1 PETER WARDLE, 
Formula Atlantic Promotions Ltd. 


Not cricket? 


Can someone please explain to the bemused 
owner/entrant of a BMW 2002Tii why it is that 
his albeit elderly but presentable and reliable 
racer is ineligible for Production Saloon races 
next season, when it would (after the current non- 
sensical class by price divisions) with the right 
driver be competitive in an up to 2-litre class. Do I 
hear a chorus of, “It’s not in the Auntie Autocar 
1976 Buyer’s Guide’? Right! 

Yet this same motor car in its Group 1 form is 
eligible for the premier RCA Touring Car Cham- 
pionship, a series in which a current production 
models-only rule would not seem misplaced. 

These unrealistic regulations affect other 
models (for example Mk1 Capris) which, while still 
potentially competitive as Production Saloons, 
are not perhaps economically viable with the fur- 
ther expensive development needed for Group 1 
or Special Saloon racing. 

But of course I have the answer, what’s money 
for? I’ll buy a new series 320i BMW with mods, 
£6000 should cover it. After all, there is £25 per 
race prize money at stake. Then, should German 
cars be excluded for being too successful, I can al- 
ways park it in the garage with my Camaro! 


RICHMOND, SURREY. PeTER BARGUSS. 


All screwed-up 


For those that do not read the Sunday Times, a 
small pre-Canada quote from super star James 
Hunt. “Ever ave was a kid in school, winnin 
the World Championship was all I ever weunel 
and I thought I’d got my hands on it. And instead 
here I am screwed, and you don’t think I’m 
bitter? As far as I am concerned, you can forget 
the sport, the sport’s gone out of. it. I resigned 
‘from the safety committee and everything else. 
I’m now out for winning: and for the money; what 
else is left?”” The words of a champion? No way! 
Of course every enthusiast is appalled by the 
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- if Ferrari win the World 


meandering political bedlam which is effectively 
ending any significance and prestige in this year’s 
World Championship. But time is not running out 
yet for Hunt, he is only just starting. He can still 
win the championship this year and in years to 
come, as he obviously has the ability (ranking 
alongside Peterson and Lauda). He also has other 
advantages; the most widely quoted and photo- 
graphed GP driver in Britain; star stage per- 
former; and the first GP driver to expose his sex 
anne to a Sunday rag. True championship mat- 
erial! 

So Hunt was annoyed that Lauda was “madl 
delighted”’ by his sudden, pores win. Well, a 
power to Lauda: there could not be much to get 
delighted about in his condition. And we must not 
forget Jarama, where Lauda drove into second 

lace with two broken ribs and afterwards had to 

e lifted from his car. He was proclaimed winner 
because of Hunt’s illegal car. Quote from James 
Hunt (Motor) after his successful appeal: “I was 
absolutely delighted when we were awarded the 
race.” 

It might also be an idea for people to stop con- 
fusing Niki Lauda with the FIA Appeals Court 
and the CSI rule book. Ferrari may have protes- 
ted, but it was the court that proclaimed Lauda 
the British GP winner. Don’t let anybody be 
shortsighted enough to think that other teams in- 
cluding McLaren, will not always work to the very 
limit of whatever rules are in force, and will not 
protest if they think it is warranted. As 
AUTOSPORT has so often stressed, the rules des- 

erately need clarifying, it is in everyone’s 
interest. 


SEVENOAKS, KENT R. G. R. LANCASTER- GAYE. 


Protective system 


Further to recent letters from Rick Morris and 
Mark Lorimer, perhaps it is time for a re-evalua- 
tion of driver protection, particularly in the 
various formulae. To build a superbly rigid struc- 
ture which protects his body, yet leaves his head 
sticking out, “protected by a roll bar whose real 
function seems to be to protect the front of the 
engine, is ludicrous. Roll bars are often far behind 
the driver’s head (eg the Tyrell 34) or so narrow 
(eg March 751) as to be designed with greater con- 
sideration for such things as air flow than for the 
driver's life and head. 

A protective system involving a wide roll hoop, 
heavily triangulated over a wide base to the rear, 
front and sides, with the driver’s head partiall 
inside (and with room for it to be pushed back 
inside, rather than torn off or squashed) is surely 
the answer. This structure should be fully inte 
grated with — or even be — the major portion of 
the cockpit and engine bays, and need not inter- 
fere in any way maintenance access. 

Cars such as the F3 BAF Hawke and the FV 
Caldwell D13 appear to be moving in the right 
direction, while the Canadian Ferret FF1600 has a 
superb system, one which has proved itself the 
basis of a super-competitive chassis on the one 
hand, while on the other it has shown — in five 
meyer crashes — capable of prosectig its driver 
and indeed resisting chassis damage. In two end- 
over-end rolls, at 100mph plus, and in one attack 
on a concrete wall, chassis damage was negligible. 
The Ferret roll structure can protect from Armco, 
catchfence and its posts, other cars, errant 
wheels, you name it. I ask the much vaunted F1 
constructors: can your hoops do the same? 
SPENCERVILLE, ONT. GERRY BROWN 


No grounds for 
sour grapes 


That the outcome of this year’s World Champion- 
ship will have been influenced in some way, how- 
ever small, by decisions made in a Paris Court of 
Appeal in inevitable. 

It still surprises me, however, when Teddy 
Mayer is quoted as having said, after the recent 
disqualification from the British Grand Prix, 
that, “‘no matter what happens in the next races, 
hampionship, then it 
will not have been Ferrari or Niki Lauda who won, 
but the Italian Automobile Club”. 


the editor is not bound to agree with readers opinions 


Firstly, while Teddy Mayer’s “sour grapes” 
reaction is to be expected, does he not realise his 
team is fortunate to have been reinstated as 
winner of the Spanish Grand Prix already this 
dee let alone expect the same luck twice? By the 

ook, the car should have been disqualified in 
both cases, after all. 

Secondly, does Teddy Mayer seriously think 
McLaren would make more worthy champions? 
Surely nobody could really swallow that. Even 
disregarding the two most controversial issues, 
mentioned above, the McLaren record this year 
has more than its share of blemishes: in France, a 
near miss when doubts were raised regarding the 
wing of car number 11; In Holland, it is said, Hunt 
took the lead under the yellow flag; and, of course, 
the affair of their netned at Monza (and therefore 
at every other previous race?). Although I am not 
suggesting any one of these infringements was in- 
tentional (I am convinced cheating does not exist 
in Formula 1), this is not the sort of record be- 
fitting a World Champion. . 

I find it admirable when Teddy Mayer says, 
“McLaren believe the World Championship 
should be decided on the track’. It’s just that my 
mind goes back to 1974, when, after a string of 
Ferrari pole-positions, Alastair Caldwell threat- 
ened something to the effect of “If Ferrari are 
quickest at the Nurburgring too, we’ll have their 
—— stripped”. We are often saying that the 
old magic is going out of motor racing, and for 
some time I have believed the McLaren team to 
be wag iors most successful in speeding up the 
process, Their attitude seems at times to be sup- 
erior and smug, and a lot of this seems to have 
rubbed off on James Hunt, although he still man- 
ages to remain relativel oom by comparison, 

When all is said and done Niki Lauda is the only 
man who could be World Champion in 1976. No 
matter which way you look at it, he will have des- 
erved it. : 
Finally, for any last remaining Doubting Thomas 
among your readers, AUTOSPORT really is the 
best. Nothing I’ve found on the Continent can 
compete for accuracy, value and sheer comprehen- 
sive coverage. Thank The Lord for annual sub- 
scriptions! 


ROTTWEIL , WEST GERMANY . GARETH REES. 


Then as now? 


Twenty five years ago this week, 
AUTOSPORT carried John Bolster’s report 
from the Paris Salon; motor shows in those 
days holding more sway and occupying five 
pages, whereas, this year, we can spare just 
three. However, there was much less worry 
over fuel economy in those days, and conse- 
quently many more sno individual sport- 
ing designs. John Bolster’s report of this 
year’s Salon (see page 41) informs us that 
the emphasis is on economy, whereas in 
1951 we didn’t carry a single illustration of 
a four door saloon car and the text was 
very much racing orientated. 

Star of the ’51 French Show was the 
Spanish-built Pegaso sports car with twin 
ohce V8 engine of 2.5 litres. Independent 
front suspension by wishbones and torsion 
bars was matched with a de Dion axle at 


the back. A five speed all-indirect gearbox 
was used and the Pegaso’s engine produced 
172bhp. Porsche were also exhibiting (see 


John Bolster’s test in this issue of the 
Turbo and Targa) and we reproduce here 
the following paragraph which appeared 
under the heading ‘‘Porsche Enterprise”: 

“The Porsche is surprisingly costly, con- 
sidering that it is based on the Volks- 
wagen, but a splendid publicity stunt was 
undertaken for which full marks must be 
given. Immediately prior to the show a 
Porsche successfully attacked long 
distance records, class records at 
Montlhery, and was then rushed to the 
Grand Palais a tew hours before the show 
was opened. It was still liberally smeared 
with dead flies and dirt, and attracted a 
considerable crowd to the stand.” 

We can’t help but imagine just what a 
mind-blowing sensation the sublect of this 
week’s road test would have made... those 
flared wheel arches with 205/50 rear tyres 
... and that rear wing! 
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Hunt scores his sixth GP win of 1976. 


Outside the McLaren’s screen it was the 
first race of the winter, but for James Hunt 
the sun shone springtime. Eight seconds 
behind at the end was Jody Scheckter; 54 
seconds farther behind was Niki Lauda, 
third. Having accomplished everything in 
North America that could be asked of him, 
Marlboro’s Golden Boy leads the team to 
Japan but three points short of eclipsing 
Ferrari’s star. 

Practice at Watkins Glen was slashed 
short by a savage storm, but midweek 
testing had already helped tune the M23 and 
Hunt started from pole. Scheckter was his 
closest threat and led off the line, but the 
McLaren pulled up by the Tyrrell and 
opened a lead. Still the battle was close 
enough that a missed gear 
change dropped James back to second again, 
but he overtook once more and although 
Jody pursued for all he was worth the P34 
had lost touch by the flag. Meanwhile 
Lauda, having qualified a disgruntled fifth, 
quickly forged up to third, but that was his 
all. The Ferrari held back by ‘‘a terrible 
oversteer” Niki could do nothing but watch 
his Championship lead dwindling in the 
distance. In the last laps, indeed, he had to 
defend those few he was earning; McLaren’s 
stout No 2 Jochen Mass was making a 
fabulous late attack and was scant inches 
behind at the chequered flag. 

It was not the best of races (although 
some will say it had the “‘best”’ result!) but 
there was some keen fighting going on some- 
where in the field all the time. Brambilla, 
Peterson, Laffite, Watson, Pace and 
Regazzoni put on a particularly stirring dice 
most of the way, and Stuck was very 
impressive. There was one bad side: Jacky 
Ickx had a severe crash which ripped the 
Ensign literally to shreds, and he was in- 
credibly lucky to come out of it with merely 
ankle and foot injuries. 

The central fact of the United States GP, 
though, was the life it pumped into the 
World Championship. The Japanese are 
going to seea really grand finale! 
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James Hunt closes on Niki Lauda with fine victory at Watkins Glen — 


Scheckter second after leadin 


— Mass almost edges Lauda out of 


third place — Report: PETE LYONS — Photography: DAVID WINTER 


Race data: ALAN PHILLIPS 


The morning is misery. The mist is dense and 
dank. Out beyond the opaque boundaries of the 
naked hilltop stage witches of wind cackle hysteri- 
cally and hurl down icy handfuls of rain. It sleets 
through the sad golden trees. It sheets down the 
huddling flanks of tents. It beats upon the 
cowering shapes of cars. It streams away through 
the grass and, chuckling at its mischief, slimes the 
roads and pools darkly at the toilet doors. 


The wind rakes at the glistening surfaces of the 
rainwater in the pits. It groans with frustration 
around the metal corners of the garage. It 
hungrily pummels the great brooding bodies of 
the motor homes, patient bison under the storm, 
trying, trying, trying to shake the people out. 

But the people inside, the Grand Prix people, 
ignore the imperiety of the wind. A rise of the 
voice and perhaps a more vigorous clink with the 
glass will cover the wind, and the million 
intruding eyes of the rain in the windows are 
masked by the steam. 


By universal assent, Formula 1 practice is not 
going to happen this morning. Visibility is 
measurable in yards, water stands on the track 
in inches. Maybe after lunch; warm aromas waft 
bravely into the hostile paddock air. Warmly 
Rghted windows defy the mist. 

The wind mutters. The witches prepare a 
different scheme. The rain slackens and the fog 
thins away — it becomes possible to see the 
granite clouds above. 


The public address comes to life — corner 
workers will report to their stations — emergency 
services will stand to their posts — teams are 
directed to the pis — Formula One practice will 
begin in half an hour. 

The wind gusts with glee. 

A few cars are pushed boldly down the access 
road. March’s Max Mosley, smiling, says he 
wants to test a few overnight changes; that, and 
give the faithful crowd something to watch. 

Freshets of new rain dance on the road with 
delight. The damp air splits with the crackle of a 
Cosworth, Out of the pits it goes, it’s Ronnie, 
accelerating up through the gears with startling 
crisp precision. The angry machine bolts away 
across the circuit, its strident cry the first of ven- 
gence against the day. It comes back to complete 
the lap, full throated in victory. It rips away 
through the oncoming rain and wind another 
time. 

Silence falls. 

The loudspeakers fill the void. Peterson has 
spun off, they bugle — his car’s nose is damaged 
— he’s restarted and is driving slowly back — 
he’s entering the pit lane, he’s stopping at the 
March crewmen, the car is minus the nose — 
probably he’s suggesting (speculates the man at 
the microphone) that Max would like to walk out 
and retrieve it. Cars, tools, men all vanish back 
into the garage. The wind and the rain screech 
maniacly. 

Later that night it snowed. 
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ENTRY 


The entry for this 15th round of the Grand Prix 
season differed from that of the Canadian the 
week before only in a few particulars. There were 
two new drivers: Alex Ribeiro, Brazilian F2 star, 
was having his F1 debut in the Penthouse-Rizla 


Hesketh normally driven by Guy Edwards, and 
standing in for the injured Chris Amon at Wolf- 
Williams was Amon’s protegé, the New Zealand 
F5000 driver Warwick Brown. 

In most respects the entry of 27 race cars was 
the same as at Mosport. One alteration forced by 
a testing crash: on the Wednesday Jacques 
Laffite had his Ligier-Matra’s nose-frame collapse 
and JS5-02 was damaged in the ‘Scheckter 
Chicane” fences. The car was sent directly back to 
France for repair, and -01 used for the GP 
weekend. 

Otherwise the line-up was: Niki Lauda and cer 
Regazzoni, using the same pair of Ferraris wit 
the new car 029 kept as-a spare only — used ee 
Lauda for the Wednesday test but not at a 
during official practice. Jody Scheckter and 
Patrick Depailler had the same pair of Project 34 
Elf-Tyrrells in the same trim, the former with 
large wing side-places and his team-mate still set 
up on long wheelbase — lack of testing time to 
prove their individual worth being cited as the 
reason neither car shared the other’s tweak. 
Mario Andretti again tried his two John Player 
Specials, settling upon “11” to race, with Gunnar 
Nilsson in his regular “12”. Larry Perkins and 
Carlos Pace used the same Martini Brabham Alfa- 
Romeos, with no experimental engine airboxes for 
once, and the trio of March 761s for Vittorio 
Brambilla, Ronnie Peterson and Hans Joachim 
Stuck were identical to before. The Marlboro 
McLarens for James Hunt and Jochen Mass, the 
Tabatip Shadows for Tom Pryce and Jean-Pierre 
Jarier, and the trio of TS19 Surtees of Alan Jones, 
Brett Lunger and Henri Pescarolo, all were 
unaltered. Arturo Merzario was in the third of the 
Williams FW05 chassis, after his Mosport shunt, 
while newcomer Brown was learning about F1 in 
the original, ex-Hesketh car. Jacky Ickx’ Ensign 
N176, mechanically the same, was pannelled in 
red this time out for one-off sponsor, Norris 
Industries. 

Harald Ertl, getting about on a pair of crutches 
to let his Mosport-cracked pelvis heal, was using 
the same Hesketh tub as had been damaged at the 
Nurburgring, a new bow-section from the dash 
hoop forward having been grafted on. After 
Ribeiro and Laffite came John Watson, his 
Citibank Penske PC4-002 being chosen for the 
race after both it and -001 were tried. Emerson 
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Fittipaldi was still in the -04 Copersucar and at 
the tail of the list was Otto Stuppacher making 
another try at F1 in his 007 Tyrrell. 

Goodyear supplied, in the end, just one kind of 
tyre, harder than the Mosport tyres. There was no 
time granted by the weather to do anything else. 

The circuit itself was essentially unaltered from 
the year before, although the infamous ‘“‘safety 
chicane” which in the year since its introduction 
has caused serious damage to very many chassis 
(so say local observers) was slightly modified by 
having its launching-ramp kerbings reduced in 
height and some 18ins added to the racing apexes 
to open the line up a little. 


PRACTICE 


The Wednesday test had been useful, if not parti- 
cularly conclusive. Hunt was quickest in some 
what cold but dry conditions, but his time of 1m 
42.6s fell quite a bit short — especially with the 
chicane eased — of Lauda’s 1975 pole of 1m 
42.003 (119.100mph). Not as far short, though, as 
Lauda, who while testing “a lot of different 
things, like different rims’ went 43.0. Still, he was 
well clear of all the rest, the best of whom were 
Andretti and Depailler at 43.7 and 43.9 (then 
came Watson, Laffite and Pryce in the high 44’s), 
and it didn’t look like the weekend was going to 
see record speeds. 

It definitely didn’t look like it on Friday morn- 
ing. The air was incessantly rinsed by rain and fog 
lay dense on the ground. Half an hour late any- 
way, the starter twirled his green flag and was re- 
warded by — resounding silence. Presently some- 
one started an engine and turned it into a practice 
session. It was Stuppacher; that was keen of him. 

The soggy session lasted the requisite lghrs, 
and at the end of it Tom Pryces DN8 was 
quickest: 1m 56.8 (104mph). Several of his would- 
be rivals spun off — Pace, Brambilla, Peterson — 
and the closest one to him, Stuck, was almost a 
second back. But it wasn’t as if Tom was being 
specially treated by the weather witches; he too 
had an excursion eater his visor misted up and he 
missed his braking point! 

In the afternoon the sky relented a little. The 
fog lifted and only a few minutes beyond the 
scheduled time the first cars began rasping away 
at the lap. Happily, it stopped actually raining 
and after a whi divers started asking for slick 
tyres to be fitted. By the end of the hour, they 
said, the racing line was pretty well dry bar one or 
two damp pesshes: There occurred quite a stirring 
times-battle. 

Hunt was announced at 54.8. Lauda recorded 
53.7. Hunt went down to 49.4, Lauda % os with 
48.3. Stuck entered the fray at 46.9, but Hunt 
shot him down with 46.3. James was the first one 
under 46, by two-tenths, and now Lauda came 
into it again at 45.1. Stuck spoke once more: 45.0. 
The track was drying so rapidly that new quick 
lap times were coming in as fast as the commenta- 
tor could report them. .. . 

The academic rolls of lap times were interrupted 
by more colourful news: Hunt’s McLaren had lost 
a piece. It was the air-pressure canister that 
supplies the air-starter; it tore itself loose, 
bounced onto the road, and the two cars following 
along behind both ran over it. Depailler’s six- 
wheeler had both its left front wheels smashed, its 


New boy Warwick Brown tries his Wolf-Williams 
for size with help from Frank Williams. 
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suspension bent and a crease bashed in the tub, 
while Fittipaldi’s front anti-roll bar was dinged 
and the aft corner of the bodywork broken. By 
great fortune nothing but metal was struck — 
what the bottle would have done to a driver’s 
body doesn’t bear thinking about. 

Having done its double dirty deed the bottle 
ended up in the spectator area, but again fortune 
was benign and the way it got in there bears 
a gon about. A + eqgreane’ vaulted the fencing 
and reached over the guardrail and fetched it 
there. A worthy prize of the Watkins Glen Wars. 
(Chief Steward Burdie Martin heroically went to 
the scene and retrieved it. “I told ’em that 
McLaren really needed it, or the regulator off of the 
top of it anyway, and that if whoever had it would 
bring it out to me I’d see they got it back later. 
Well, about 20 of ’em came out and they sur- 
rounded me! I thought, ‘Oh, ho, this is it!’ But 
they started bargainin’ with me, and I had to 
promise I’d get ’em a couple of Tee-shirts and 
maybe a couple of jackets. One girl said they 
should hold out until she got James — she was 
kind of a looker, too... .’’) 

Whatever else James may have got, he did get 
pole: he shaved his lap times down into the 43’s 
and just at the end left them at 43.622 (117.32). 
Scheckter (driving the Tyrrell T-car) came second: 
43.870. 

Jody had been troubled mechanically as well, an 
exhaust pipe-bracket having failed; he also spun 
the car in this session. The man who came third, 
Peterson, likewise had an exhaust breakage, and 
this cut 20 precious minutes from his session. 
Even more crippling, however, was overheating 
caused by a leaking water pressure cap. Short of 
time, down on power, Ronnie felt he really could 
have gone significantly quicker than his 43.941. 

Coming fifth on the grid behind Brambilla, 
Lauda finished the practice short-temperedly con- 
ducting his mechanics around his car, searching 
for some reason why it should behave erratically. 
“Tt’s different in right-hand corners from left- 
hand corners,”’ he bit off the words. Eventually 
the probable cause was found: one of the rear 
wheels was slightly bent. 

The star of the wet morning session, Pryce, was 
well out of luck in the afternoon. ‘It just under- 
steered and understeered in the dry,” he said un- 
happily, “‘we couldn’t get it out. I think we’ll be 
needing a different front suspension.’ Poor Tom 
wound up ninth on the grid. 

Had there been more practice time before the 
grid was finally established, many of the troubles 
that set the other drivers back would not have 
loomed as so important. But in the circumstances 
it mattered that Depailler did his seventh best 
time with his front suspension still bent (some 
bits had been replaced, others weren’t discovered 
to be wrong until that evening). It mattered that 
Andretti, using chassis “11” in the dry as ‘14” 
had been left set up for wet conditions in the 
morning, had understeer so that he didn’t manage 
to tune out before the end (‘‘I didn’t ask for 
enough bites at it, ‘cause this car is real critical 
and you can get a sudden oversteer before you 
know it. I was too conservative. Damn! I’m so dis- 
appointed .. .”’). He was 11th. 

It mattered that Pace, his Brabham-Alfa 
chassis handling very well, had engine trouble — 
sluggish acceleration — and trouble with the 
brake pedal going to the floor. He’d been third 
quickest when he stopped for that one. 

Mass found his chassis set up “too soft” in the 
dry, and furthermore that it was impossible to 
overtake anyone because of the track still wet off 
the line — ‘‘For five laps in a row I got baulked, 
and then it was the chequered flag.’”” Watson was 
caught out by the end of the session too. “We 
brought him in to give him more rearwing,” 
recalled Penske, ‘‘and when we looked up there 
was the flag.” Lunger: towed in at the end 
because the engine had gone onto seven and he’d 
switched off. Pescarolo: stopped on the circuit 
when a fuel hose had split; one of the mechanics 
that went out to help fell over the guardrail and 
tore a nasty gash in his leg. Laffite: was into a 
good lap but it was so good that he clipped the 
kerbing in the turn onto the pits straight and 
spun. Brown, trying to adapt to the different feel 
of F1 after three years in F5000, spun his 
Williams three times, the last time damaging the 
front of the chassis — he was having rear-brake 
snatching. Ertl, remarking casua , that his 
biggest worry about driving with his damaged hip 
(the socket joint was cracked) was the possibility 
that he might have to run away from his car, was 
having elaborate padding made to keep his left leg 
in one position in the corners. Much of this sort of 
trouble would have been lost in the normal GP 
weekend of five full practice hours. This time 
there was not even one good hour. 

When everyone should have been out floggin 
around the Saturday morning track for the fina 
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Niki Lauda drove his ill-handling Ferrari to four more valuable points. 
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timed hour, they were all snuggled away in the 
privacy of their own motor homes, ignoring the 
wind and the rain. In the afternoon, a few of them 
brought their cars into the rainswept pits, but a 
glance at the conditions — and at Peterson’s nose- 
piece — sent them scurrying back to the garage 
again. 

The snow that night wasn’t hea 
stick, but it was snow. A bitter end to a day that 


had not advanced the history of Fl‘racing very © 


much atall.... 


RACE 


Days like that can’t last forever (can they?) and 
the hills of the Finger Lakes Region were visible 


scene 


see 


and it didn’t . 


Drive of the race was by Hans Stuck in the John Day March. 
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on the horizon in the morning. Sunday presented 
a new air mass: from the North it was harshl 
cold, but it was dry and crystal clear. By mid- 
morning the clouds had thinned into fragments, 
blue sky was sweeping overhead, and the sun 
gave enough delicious warmth to show why 
Pagan Man (such as the Glen spectator) is a sun- 
worshipper. 

But to better dry their soppi ig wet sleeping 
bags, tents and clothing, the Pagans at the Bog 
sacrificed a Chevrolet. The greasy black smoke 
rose above the bright autumnal foliage, promising 
a beautiful racing day. Helicopters whisked into 
the circuit in an endless chain, and acting at the 
last-minute new hoards of spectators jammed the 
gates. 

At half past noon the F1 circus were allowed 
onto the track for a 30-minute warm-up. Needed 
in the bitterly cold air, it wasn’t effectively a sub- 
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stitute for the praaess| day of practice. That was 
over and gone, the only thing to do now was set 


_ the cars on full tanks for the race — and try to get 


some temperature into the tyres. 

Hunt, saying his car was “all right, I suppose,” 
and that the track surface was “all right, I 
suppose,” was quick in that warmup, but so were 
Lauda and Peterson. Hunt was acutely interested 
to know just how full their tanks had been. The 
given answer in both cases was, brimfull. 

Ronnie, actually, had had another spin, at the 
Scheckter Chicane this time, but there wasn’t any 
visible damage and his team didn’t find out about 
it until some while later. All they knew was the 
front bulkhead was breaking up. Perkins, too, had 
an excursion, which damaged his nosepiece and 
radiators, and Brown scraped the rail with a front 
wheel. 

Mechanical troubles struck Pace, who had a 
burst radiator hose, Jones who lost brake fluid 
from a caliper seal, and Scheckter who went 
missing right at the end because of fuel pressure 
trouble. His team-mate Depailler found his rebuilt 
front suspension was not giving the right hand- 
ling, so he had it readjusted. But on the bright 
side of things, both Andretti and Pryce said their 
cars were now handling well. 

For Hunt, on the pits side of the grid, so much 
eepended upon his getaway. He could afford pain- 
fully little caution with his clutch; should anyone, 
even a “fellow Englishman”, get in front it would 
be to seriously risk losing points from his hungry 
mouth, 

The start, by green light, was beautifully clean 
for the front several rows. Everyone, Hunt, 
Scheckter, Peterson and Co. back to Lauda, all 
moved at precisely the same instant. The Elf 
Tyrrell on the outside front row got the best grip 
and definitely forged ahead, but the Marlboro 
McLaren stayed nearly with it all the way and at 
the corner Hunt was neatly into the apex in 
second place — better than he might have been. 
At the back, however, two men were in trouble: 
Stuck lost his fine sixth starting spot with clutch 
slip, and Jarier, his arm waving in anxiety, lost 
long seconds before his engine would fire. Both 
did manage to get going, though, and stayed in 
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touch with the back of the race. 
At the front of the race it was Jody from James, 
then Vittorio, Ronnie and Lauda with Depailler 


up in sixth, Watson, Andretti and Laffite. At the 
end of the lap these nine had already broken a 
little away from Pace, who was leading Regazzoni, 
Mass and Pryce. At the back of the stream Stuck 
had already started making up ground, but Jarier 
was still trailing. 

At the end of the second lap a pattern was 
gelling firmly. Scheckter was out 1.7secs ahead of 
Hunt, but Brambilla was fallen 2.7secs behind 
Hunt, and the way everyone next along was 
crowded up behind the orange March — we've 
seen that before — it looked like the two men at 


the front were going to be on their own for a long 


while. 

Lauda cut the frustration time as short as he 
could, getting by Peterson into fourth on the next 
lap and forcing his way by Brambilla on the fifth 
lap. His disadvantage to Hunt was then 5.8 
seconds; James was now 2.5secs_ behind 
Scheckter. 

The fascination was now to focus on the gaps. 
Their development in the next few minutes could 
well show us the next World Champion. 

Lap six: 2.5secs, 5.7secs. Lauda had gained! 
Lap seven: 2.3, 5.7. Hunt had gained! Lap eight: 
3.3(!) and 5.0 — James must have really cocked 
that one up! Next lap and it was 3.4, James was 
losing out still, and 4.9, Niki was holding his own 
with Jody’s | mate Lap ten: Ah, McLaren is down 
to 2.9 seconds behind Tyrrell and has forged out 
to 5.3secs ahead of Ferrari. 

As the leading trio hammered away at the hard 
core of the race, the intervals when they were 
flashing round the other parts of the circuit were 
occupied by some keen stuff down the pack. Stuck 
was moving up dramatically well, and Depailler 
had overtaken Peterson — but when Patrick went 
missing, victim of a loose fuel hose in the Vee of 
the engine. Nilsson ae es into the i hary victim 
of a water hose having lost its clip. But a dicey 
shuffle had developed for what far someone would 
be fourth place between Brambilla, Peterson, 
—* Pace, Watson, Regazzoni, Andretti and 

ass, 
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Andretti dives inside Pace as Regazzoni looks on. 


The gaps between Scheckter and Hunt were 
hovering right round three seconds, Lauda was 
holding station about five seconds behind Hunt. 
Peterson and Laffite together got by Brambilla, 
but the next time round Peterson was missing — 
his left front spring abutment had pulled loose 
from the bulkhead where they’d tried to fix it 
after the warmup. So Laffite was suddenly a 
lonely fourth, some 15 seconds behind the leader. 
But at the back of the terse midfield struggle, 
Stuck had caught up and attached himself; great 
stuff from Hanschen. 

There was also a four-car run between Perkins, 
Jones, Ickx and Eitpaldt On the 15th lap in the 
middle of the downhill left-hand corner at the far 
end of the circuit (the one preceding the Helmuth 
Koenig crash in 1974) Ickx’s car suddenly 
snapped sideways, oscillated the other way, and 
charged the outside guardrail head-on and nearly 
at a right angle. The front of the Baan appar. 
ently went between the lowermost rail and the 
ground, forcing the rail to bow up — at its maxi- 
mum bow it was stretched so far it split partiall: 
through. The chassis then snagged a post, whic! 
held the front end fast while the back end re 
bounded across the road. The entire front struc- 
ture of the tub, including the footwell assembly, 
ripped right away and took the majority of the 
right side monocoque and fuel tankage with it. 
There was an immediate explosion of flame. The 


John Watson heads the Citibank Penske for sixth p 
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back two-thirds of the car stopped in the middle of 
the track. The driver, embraced in what remained 
of the cockpit — all of the left side, very little of 
the right side (inner skin and not much of it), the 
torn-loose dash hoop and drooping remains of 
steering wheel and gearlever assembly — was still 
alive, conscious, and not as badly injured as he 
ought to have been. He was able to get himself out 
and, hobbling on one foot, get to the side. 

His injuries seemed to be definite breakages in 
his right foot and ankle, hairline fractures in the 
ae ankle, and minor other contusions and light 

urns. 

The track was not seriously blocked, and the 
race pattern showed hardly any change. Hunt did 
close up on Scheckter by a second or so, but then 
Jody held the gap at more or less that. The gap 
back to Lauda, however, began to increase in 
steady small increments. Soon the Ferrari was a 
dozen seconds behind the Tyrrell, and it appeared 
now to be factoring of the race. 

As half-distance came up, the magnitude of the 
first-second gap began to decline. Scheckter, 
wobbling and weaving mightily as the six-wheeler 
does at the best of times, was clearly losing 
ground. An initial oversteer had gradually 
changed to understeer, he said later, while Hunt, 
who had been trying to be careful about an earl 
full-tank oversteer and not overheat his tyres, felt 
the M23 come more and more neutral. At lap 29 
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he was 1.3 seconds behind, at lap 30 he had thrust 
to 0.5secs, and for several minutes then held it at 
approximately that. At 37 laps Hunt finally made 
his move, came alongside Scheckter, and took the 
lead of the USA-GP. 

“T wanted to get away as fast as I possibly 
could,” he explained afterward, “and indeed he 
did raise a gap from 1.8 to 2.3 in the next two laps. 
“But then I got baulked-in behind a backmarker 
at the chicane and got off the cam, whilst I was 
fishing about for more gears Jody got by me 
again.” 

So he had to do all that work over again. It took 
five laps hovering in the slipstream, but finally 
McLaren passed Tyrrell at the end of the long 
straight and made it stick this time. There were 
only a dozen laps to go, now, but Hunt made them 
all count. He set the fastest race lap six from the 
end — 1m 42.8 (a new record) and Scheckter 
bowed to the inevitable and cut back to a cruise. 
All this while Lauda had been dropping ever 


farther back, ‘‘terrible oversteer”’ was his problem 
and with the end in sight he was in sight of Mass. 


r 
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The other F1 debutant, Alex Ribeiro in Guy Edwards’s Hesketh, lets Art Mowano pastin the Williams. 


The McLaren backup had held his own in the 
thick of the midfield scrambling. Once, he ad- 
mitted later, he’d come together with another 
member of it. “Charlie Pace made a mistake in one 
corner and it let me come up alongside him, and 
we went together nose-to-nose into the next 
corner. I’m sorry we hit, but it was partially his 
os He climbed up over my baad and went 
off. 

The others had had trouble too. Laffite, running 
strongly in fourth, apparently had his right rear 
tyre burst at top speed on the straight. It may 
have picked up some debris which cut the cords, 
and centrifugal force did the rest. The Ligier did 
end by its whole right rear suspension corner 
torn bodily from the car. Next along, Brambilla 
had almost the identical thing ha: pen at the same 
spot, his left rear tyre “exploded” as he swerved 
to get round the Ligier debris. 

With Andretti having dropped back with his 
engine misfiring and eventually out with his front 
mepeaenes bent (he admitted hitting the kerb 
with it), it was Mass in fourth place at the end 
while Watson and Stuck squabbled over fifth. As 
Lauda’s oversteer dropped him back, Mass’ 
enthusiasm was fired, and he made a mighty 


the Brabham-Alfa. 


- * + : 
; 


MARTINI 
& ROSSI== 


AUTOSPORT, OCTOBER 14, 1976 


a ET 


effort to close. Similarly, Watson forced the issue 
right up Stuck’s gearbox. 

The Ferrari aes out of the last corner of 
the last lap with the McLaren tight behind. “I 
won’t say he was blocking me on the last lap,” 
said Jochen, “but he certainly was popping his 
head from side to side watching me in the 
mirrors!” As they went together under the flag, 
Mass straining and half pulled out to overtake, 
the airgap between them was 0.134 of a second. 
Five and a half seconds behind that, Stuck was 
just holding off Watson at the chequer, by 0.212. 

Lapped (and thankfully offering no resistance) 
by Hunt toward the end, Regazzoni with over- 
steer of his own was seventh. Alan Jones, grittin 
his teeth from the pain raised in his side oe seal 
mods that didn’t seem to fit him properly, was 
eighth in the Durex Surtees Fittipaldi, who for a 
long while upon being overtaken by Lauda kept 
the Copersucar right behind the Ferrari, match- 
ing it lap for lap, suddenly went spinning wildly 
down the road when the rear wing tore itself loose 
from its pylon. Emerson recovered without 
hitting anything and drove round the last few 
laps to ninth. 

Jarier, never having recovered more than a few 

laces from his delayed start, came tenth while 

unger’s Chesterfield car had been giving him 
trouble with fourth gear selection as well as over- 
steer. Alex Ribeiro completed his F1 debut in 
workmanlike fashion, driving round determined 
to last to the finish although last-minute mods to 
the Hesketh’s steering castor, to lighten the 
effort, had produced a side effect of erratic roll- 
steer. Three laps behind the young Brazilian was 
team owner Ertl, who had himself gone over the 
chicane curbing a couple of times and also bar see 
Merzario when the Wolf driver spun ahead of him; 
that caused a pit stop for the Hesketh to get a red 
nose. 

The other “rookie”, Warwick Brown, was 
struggling at the end with his gearbox devoid of 
third or fifth, and his rear brakes fading away as 
further complication. But finish he did. The last 
driver to do so was Pescarolo, who had needed a 
new nosepiece after hitting the chicane. 

First driver to retire after Depailler had been 
Merzario, who spun with nine laps gone; apart 
from a bit of “Ertl blue” on his car the crew could 
find nothing wrong, but little Arthur walked 
away anyway. The retirements were added to by 
Peterson, Nilsson, Ickx, Andretti, Perkins, Pace, 
Brambilla, Laffite as recounted above. Pryce, 
whose car was not in fact handling at all well 


a se the morning promise, lost power from a 
broken exhaust. He still raced with Jones for a 
while, hanging on when the Surtees passed the 


Shadow, but then abruptly his engine lost interest 
by apparently breaking a cylinder liner and, 
showering water and oil into the cockpit. 
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WATKINS GLEN, New York — When the flag 
dropped at the start of the American Grand Prix I 
made a super start and outdragged James Hunt 
to the first corner. At that point I was leading the 
race and as I pointed the car into the turn I had no 
idea what it was going to do. On the first day of 
practice I’d run in the training car because the 
mechanics were still working on my race car. The 
second practice day was a rain off. So I had the 
half hour warm up session on race morning in 
which to sort my car and get it into racing trim. 
When that session was over we did what I always 
promise I’ll never do — to make a whole range of 
alterations to the car without being able to test 
the result before the race. 

So as I sat on the front row at the start it was 
with some trepidation, not knowing quite how my 
suspension and wing alterations and the hard tyre 
on the left front would affect the handling of the 
car. It isn’t possible to drive a car through a cor- 
ner at 130 mph with your fingers crossed. So I 
just sucked in my breath and had a big wish at 
that first corner. Mees in luck. All the aleranone 
I’d made to the car had been the right ones. And 
from there on I was away. 

On the first lap I pulled out a one second lead on 
James. The next lap it was another second and 
pretty soon I had a nice three and a half second 
cushion between the back of my car and the front 
of James’ McLaren. For thirty laps it stayed that 
way. I was making the pace out front and James 
was pounding along about three seconds behind. 
A nice warm comfortable feeling! 

Then Ickx had the worst accident I’ve ever 
seen. How he came out with only a busted foot I 
can’t imagine. It was so bad that first time round 
I thought they would stop the race. Half the front 
end of his car seemed to be jammed under the 
Armco rail and the other half aphesred to be on 
fire lying on the track. The place looked like a car 


1 NT SG) STS NS ANS he 
“Some of those guys are in for a surprise 
Christmas present from me. A small 
mirror with full instructions in three lan- 
guages on how it works!” 


ee 
breakers yard. The car actually make a hole in the 
Armco rail and afterwards my mechanics said the 
car looked as if it had been opened up with a tin 


opener. Pure luck is what makes Ickx alive today. 


Nothing else, just luck. The sight of it all was 
sickening. But the ambulance and fire truck were 
there quickly and appeared to have the thing 
under control. But it was one of those situations 
that left my mouth dry. 

Round about lap 35 we started getting the back- 


Jody Scheckter prepares to sample a “quick b 
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marker traffic and James began to close the gap. 
The one bad thing about being the front man is 
that you have to get amongst the backmarkers 
and wake them up. Once they are awake the 
second man has an easier task of getting past 
them. Some of those guys are in for a surprise 
Christmas present from me. A small mirror with 
full instructions in three languages on how it 
works! One lap I got fouled up going into the 
chicane before the straight, lost a few hundred 
revs, and James got a clear run and just sucked 
past me. Four laps later James got a fistful of 
neutrals trying to sort his way round a back- 
marker and I nipped past him in the same way. 
Four laps later James came past again and that 
was the way it stayed. He had just enough edge 
on me that I couldn’t pass him again. 

I think the McLaren’s handling improved as the 
fuel load lightemed while mine just stayed as it 
was. 


. 


James drove really hard and he deserved to win. 
While I am disappointed not to have won I’m 
pleased with the way the car ran, pleased to get a 
good result and to have run a trouble-free race 
enlivened by an honest wheel-to-wheel fight with 
James. 

I’m pleased that James won because it puts him 
in with a real chance of getting at the world title. 
And that’s something we're all (or most of us) here 
trying to get at. 

I was very conscious that while I was having a 
good scrap with James that I should keep it very 
clean and not carve him up harshly. A man run- 
ning for the title doesn’t need someone with no 
chance of taking it from him getting under his 
feet. I’m not saying that it’s necessary to wave 
James and Niki through when they come into 
sight. But they are the only two men who can take 
the title this year and I think the rest of us owe 
them the chance to get to the line without getting 
between their wheels. I think the accident that 


‘| was very conscious while | was having 
a good scrap with James that | should 
keep it very clean and not carve him up 
harshly.” 


Tom Pryce had with James at Monza was totally 
unnecessary. 

On the Wednesday before the GP there was an 
open practice session at the Glen and Walter Wolf 
offered me a quick burst in the current Wolf- 
Williams car. I was curious to drive it simply 
because it comes from the drawing board of 
Harvey Postlethwaite who is 90% through work-, 
ing on my Wolf car for next year. 

Ken gave me the nod to drive it and I was 
delighted to find that after a few alterations I was 
able to get down to within a second of Patrick 
Depailler’s time that day. Walter seemed pleased 
to discover that his car wasn’t as bad asit looks. I 
guess that the people who have been driving it 
this year haven’t been leaning hard enough on the 
loud pedal. 

It was pleasing for me too, because I didn’t 
think that Harvey designed slow cars. Now I 
know he doesn’t and I’m looking forward even 
more to getting into his new Wolf car which 
should be on the track for first testing in late 
November. 

The American race was 59 laps. I led 41 of them 
and James led 18. But he led the right 18. It would 
be fun to reverse the order in Japan in two weeks’ 
time. 


urst’”’ in the current Wolf-Williams. Scheckter managed a time within one second of Depailler’s that day. 
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Southern Cross: Ford failures favour Cowan 


At the halfway stage of the Total Oil 
Southern Cross Rally in Australia 
(two loops and 1000kms of special 
stages had been completed Py Mon- 
day!) local man George Fury (Datsun 
Violet) was leading the event from 
five times winner, Andrew Cowan 
(Colt Lancer) with en Kallstrom’s 
Datsun, third. Roger Clark was lying 
in tenth place and nearly 90 minutes 
adrift of the leaders after differential 
trouble which forced a change of the 
entire unit. Makinen has already re- 
tired the other works RS1800 with 
similar trouble while lying a comfor- 
table third overall. The differential 
apparently seized in the middle of 
~ . last stage before the halfway 

t. 

Rauno Aaltonen has retired with 


headgasket failure on the Datsun 
SSS and the rally is proving every 
bit as tough as expected. The stages 
are very dry and rough — dust and 
tyre wear being major problems on 
the long stages off the Pacific High- 
way in the state forests of New 
South Wales. The longest stage has 
been one of 218kms, and limited ser- 
vice time makes reliability essential. 
New clocks and a complicated timing 
system have apparently led to some 
confusion over exact scores. 

It seems that we may yet see 
Roger Clark back in time for the 
start of the Castrol ’76 on Saturday. 
Stop press: as the vast armies of 
special stage typewriters clattered 
to a halt on Tuesday with the press 
deadline looming, we received a telex 


from Australia which shows George 
Fury’s Datsun to be some three 
minutes ahead of Andrew Cowan’s 
Colt Lancer. The event is proving to 
be a straight fight between the rival 
factories of Datsun and Mitsubishi. 
The leading 12 cars are all Japanese 
and although Roger Clark is fighting 
back following differential failure, 
the problem of passing slower com- 
petitors in the dust is hampering his 
progress. Per Inge Walfridsson has 
apparently rolled but is still holding 
seventh overall. The differential 
failures on the Ford were apparently 
caused by faulty seals. Order at 
three quarter distance was: Fury 
(Datsun) 113m; Cowan (Lancer) 116; 
Ferguson (Lancer) 142; Kallstrom 
(Datsun) 145; Menta (Datsun) 157. 


Mull: Willie’s island paradise 


The island of Mull, off the west coast 
of Scotland, is a very special place 
indeed, and once a year the local 
Motor Club stage one of the most 
unique events in the national rally 
calendar, the Tour of Mull. This 
rally, which is a mixture of forestr 
stages and tarmac selectives in bot: 
daylight and darkness, has a 
character and style which its addicts 
remain ecstatic about each year. 
They keep returning in droves to the 
sleepy little highland village port of 
Tobermoray every year; mentioning 
that the Mull experience is in its own 
way every it as exciting, 
grmending and atmospheric as the 
Manx itself. 

The island is effectively cut off 
from the mainland during the rally 
because the ferries do not run on 
Sunday, and in any case, the 
carousing at the finish is a strong 
temptation to remain out of circula- 
tion for a further day. This year the 
event was once more included in the 
Motoring News’ Road rally 
championship so there were several 
new faces tackling this difficult pace 
note event for the first time. To 
finish in the top five in Mull if you 
are a stranger to the island is indeed 
praiseworthy, and many of the new- 
comers were without notes as well, 
so they were up against it from the 
start. 

No stranger to it all however was 
Willie Crawford in his Lothain 
Sports cars/Glen Forsa Hotel-spon- 
sored RS1800. Willie is always very 
quick on tar and right from the start 
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he was head and shoulders above 
anyone else last weekend. With un- 
doubtedly the fastest car in the 
event, Willie simply pulled away 
from everyone else a won as he 
pleased. After the first three stages 
(two two mile forest tests and a four 
mile tarmac test) Willie had pulled 
out 28 seconds on last year’s winner, 
Ian Gemmell (RS2000), and Ian 
Wilson (Lows Opel Kadett) in second 
and third places. 

After this short introduction there 
was a halt and the night sections, 
split into three, began in pourin, 
rain which scarcely eased up a 
night. The meat of the event was 
centred around the 25 mile selective 
from Dervaig to Salen and the times 
over this daunting section indicated 
how the rally was going. Willie was 
fastest at 1m 49s over bogey; Cyril 
Bolton’s amazingly quick MiniSport 
Mini was second on 2m 18s; -and 
Peter Wagstaff was third fastest 
just two seconds behind. All other 
competitors were over the 2.40 mark. 
This selective wrought considerable 
havoc among the field. Ian Harrison 
in the brand new Peter Shaw Motors 
Kadett GTE (with Stephen Bye co- 
driving) punctured a front tyre going 
into a flat-out lefthander over a 
brow. The car slid wide into the ditch 
which then abruptly stopped. The 
resulting impact demolished the car 
and inflicted a nasty cut above the 
eye of the driver which required 15 
stitches. Peter had been going very 
quickly and mentioned that the Opel 
was one of the best handling cars he 
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had ever driven. 

John Edwards Parton went off on 
the first forest test for a short time, 
but then went off permanently on 
the 25-miler; while Phil Davies’ Saab 
99 lost a wheel and finished up 
perched on a bank overlooking a 
sheer drop into the sea. David 
Cowan was the first to retire when 
his differential failed in the RS2000 
on the first selective, and Bolton hit 
a deer on the second, yet still 
recorded second fastest time! Peter 
Kirk retired his RS2000 here with oil 

ressure problems, and Chris 

oburn (now a familiar figure on the 
island) retired the ‘“‘pound-stretcher’’ 
Viva GT at the end of the fourth 
selective while lying third overall 
when the fan savaged the radiator 
and the engine began to overheat 
dangerously. Ian Gemmell had 
severe engine trouble throughout the 
night when a camshaft lobe began to 
disintegrate in his RS2000; while 
perhere the drive of the rally 


elonged to Tony Jackson from | 


Lancashire in an RS1600 who, 
having finished sixth on _ the 
Illuminations recently, arrived on 
the island without notes having 
never seen the place before. He spent 
six minutes getting his car back onto 
the track after an excursion in the 
forests, and then proceeded to drive 
very quickly on the remaining night 
sections. 

Mick Briant in the Thomas 
Motors RS1800 (perhaps as a legacy 
from the Illuminations accident) had 
a very subdued event, despite 
lengthy _ practising, and __al- 
though he was reported to have had 
little trouble, finished a distant 16th 
overall, By finishing third Mike 
Pattison has now virtually assured 
himself of the championship. 


1, Willie LAI hf Turnbull (RS1800) 21.32; 
2, Cyril Bolton/Nigel Raeburn (Min!) 21.32; 3, Mike 
Pattison/Dave Taylor (RS1800) 25.26; 4, Bill 
Gwynne/Howard Moore (RS2000); 5, Peter 
WagstaliQavic Starr (Escort TC) 28.38; 6, Ed 
McKenzie/Charlie Nichol (RSLGOO) 31.30; 7, lan 
Gemmell/Frew Bryden (RS2000) 31.39; 8, lan and 
Donald Mackinnon (RS2000) 31.52; 9, John 
Burton/Dave Cabena (RS2000) 34.23; 10, Geoff 
Birkett/Mike Broad (Opel Kadett) 34.26. 


Donegal bust-up 


The break-up of senior officials in the 
Donegal Me following the stripping 
of ECR Status recently is now, sadly, 
almost complete. Austin Frazer has 
resigned as Clerk-of-the-Course, as 
has Mick Stafford, his assistant. We 
gather that Phonsie McElwee, the 
man apparently at the centre of the 
original controversy (which arose 
over intended CSI observation), has 
also “resigned”. This leaves just 
Harry Johnson available from 
among this dynamic event’s prime 
movers .. . a sad state of affairs 
indeed. 


Kyosti Hamalainen — driving fo 
Peter Clarke’s Skip ton garage. 


Hamalainen 
for RAC drive 


Lombard RAC Group One entrants 
now include the very quick Finn, 
Kyosti Hamalainen, who will be 
driving the ex-Timo Makinen Tour of 
Britain RS2000 for Peter Clarke. 
Kyosti, who used to drive a vener- 
able Avenger, was extremely quick 
in his old car last year until a roll put 
him out of contention. Markku 
Saaristo will also be competing in a 
G1 RS2000 it seems, while Mike 
Rawson will be going for the same 

rize ina G1 Kadett GTE entered by 
Btockshill Garages. Mike is cur- 
rently looking for a co-driver with 
whom to do the event. 


Long players 


cuenely the talk is once again of 
World Cups and Marathons. The 
second London/Sydney Marathon, 
with dates varying around the 
spring of next year (it was all being 
kept quiet so the ‘Spoil-sport’ works 
teams wouldn’t have time to enter 
and ruin the event — or so we were 
told) now seems to have died in its 
infancy. Very little has been hove of 
the ethereal Wylton Dickson lately, 
the man alleged to be behind this 
venture, and it seems that we must 
now presume it to be off. 

However the endurance rally 
fanatics need not be too dis- 
appointed, for hot on the trail of this 
still-born venture comes news of a 
1978 World Cup Rally. The foot- 
balling world’s new Mecca will be 
Buenos Aires at this time and South 
America, apart from nanaie con- 
siderable financial reserves, also has 
a vast area of almost untapped 
special stage potential. Currently 
the talk is of running a 20,000km 
event, entirely in South America, 


| starting and finishing in Buenos 


Aires and with no service allowed 
lapant from the obvious victualling 
of car and crew). Apparent y con- 
crete proposals are well in hand and 
we hear that none other than Juan 
Manuel Fangio may be involved. It 
could just happen. 


@ Andy Dawson is not the only 
British competitor going to the 
Algarve Rally in Portugal starting 
on October 30. Norman Harvey/ 
Terry White are also going and 
taking their immaculate RS1800 
with them. (This car is owned by 
Norman and has been driven inter- 
mittently by Nigel Rockey this year.) 
Norman is keen that any prospective 
British entrants get in touch with 
him via Terry who can be contacted 
at Cardiff 793178. 
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Penultimate counter: 


Pre-RAC shake-down | AUTOSPORT 


This Saturday may just prove to be 
arty to the national rally of 1976. 
he Wolverhampton and South 

Staffs CC Castrol ’76 rally, the 13th 


and penultimate round of the Motor 
RAC Championship, and the pen- 
ultimate the 


roun of 
Castrol/AUTOSPORT mamquaesy is 
well known to rallymen throughout 
the country. It has a reputation for 
long, high quality stages, strong un- 
compromising organisation, and 
great social status. For the second 
year running the rally returns to 
Aberystwyth and for the second 
year running (despite all predictions 
of gloom at the time of the drought) 
the maximum 180 strong entry has 
been vastly over-subscribed. 
Virtually all the quickest crews in 
h ety * ~ 


Chris Lord — Group One chance. 


the land will be out on this one and 
many people have plenty to prove. 
Ari Vatanen may have won the 
overall RAC championship, but the 
battle in G1 continues and the 
Castrol championship is now in a 
state of critical balance. Upon the 
results of the Castrol ’76 hang the 
rallying futures of a number of 
drivers and some crucial contracts 
have yet to be signed. In short, al- 
though we are now well into October, 
the national rally scene is far from 
hibernation and there is much to be 
decided. The Castrol '76 is in some 
respects the Rubicon before the 
RAC. Its further importance lies in 
the fact that Wales will be even more 
important this year to the result of 
the RAC Rally itself, so a number of 
crews are getting in some practice 
and having another good look at the 


‘ 
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Impromptu strategy conference for Castrol/AUTOSPORT contenders Tony 
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Castrol 


RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 1976 


Drummond (left) and Phil Short. Tony and Phil could well take the title for the 


second time in three years. 


relevant stages. The latter will be 
few in number and lengthy in 
mileage (by British standards). 
Those who recall 20+ mile tests in 
British forests during the mid to late 
sixties need look no further than the 
Castrol ’'76 to have their memories 
nostalgically reawakened. Two 
stages are over 20 miles in length, 
one of which approaches the 30 mile 
mark. There are over 90 miles of 
competitive tests altogether. 


Talent 


Clerk-of-the-Course David 
Stephenson, and Somreiaey of the 
Meeting, David Cozens will be well 


known to most contenders, and 


Ari Vatanen — experimenting. 
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those who competed on the event 
last year were all of the opinion that 
the Castrol ’75 was one of the very 
best in the calendar. All prizes this 
year are worth £45, but once again 
the town of Aberystwyth, so en- 
thusiastic towards rallying over the 
last two years, will be involved in a 
number of special awards and troph- 
ies. 

The entry list is bursting with 
talent and the three Finns in the top 
ten will almost undoubtedly be try- 
ing to repeat their humiliation of the 
British crowd on the Lindisfarne. 
Vatanen, we hear, may well be using 
the new four speed gearbox for the 
first time. This unit, which has been 
on test for some time, is a single rail 
unit and is being used in conjunction 
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Typical Welsh forest action — this is Paul Faulkner on his way to second place on the Cheltenham Festival earlier 


this year. 


with a single plate clutch. The "box 
itself is a much modified develop- 
ment of the Consul GT transmission 
and its evaluation may lead to uni- 
versal adoption. Apart from the fact 
that the c nge itself is quicker and 
the gearbox lighter in weight, the 
ang advantages are expected to 

e derived from dramatically de 
creased power losses through the 
drive train, a loss which has been 
concerning Ford’s engineers for 
some time. Four well chosen ratios 
should prove to be no disadvantage 
on the loose and frequent testing has 
shown the unit to be more than 
strong enough. Homologation for 
1978 G2 regulations will almost un- 
doubtedly require Ford to run four 
speed transmissions in any case, so 
the move has the effect of killing 
several birds with one stone. 

The Chequered woe | have entered 
Billy Coleman who will be having his 
second ride in the Lancia Stratos. 
Billy is high on Warner's list of pos- 
sible driver signings for next year. 
Andy Dawson will be arriving “in 
some sort of a Datsun”. It appears 
that his normal Sanyo car will be 
used (Barry Lee used the Kallstrom 
Acropolis-winning car on the Ces- 
trian Stages recently, and this mach- 
ine, we — is beng re-prepared 
for the RAC) and the lesser of the 
two engines will be installed as the 
new high pete one is still 
lurking within the portals of Heath- 
row customs. 

Leyland will apparently be using 
re-profiled camshafts in their TR7s. 
These items are in fact identical to 
the camshaft used in Brian Cul- 
cheth’s old G2 Dolomite Sprint. But 
thanks to Don Moore’s inspired in- 
duction and manifold alterations rec- 
ently, there is virtually no power loss 
as compared with the race cam in- 
stallation and the engines are appar- 
ently far more flexible. In addition 
there have been other ‘tweaks’ of an 
unspecified nature which it is hoped 
ne benefit the cars. 

he Castrol AUTOSPORT champion- 
ship moves into top gear this week- 
end and all levels of the series are 
now reaching a zenith. While Jim 
McRae and Robin Eyre Maunsell 
slug it out for the RAC G1 title, 
there are still four closely matched 
drivers who could win this same title 
in the Castrol ‘division’, Chris Lord, 
Henry Inurrieta, Chris Field and 
David Hardcastle will be locked in 
conflict from the outset and there 
will be class battles raging through- 
out the field, 

Fighting for overall honours, Tony 
Drummond and David Stokes con- 
tinue their private battle at the top 
of the league. The odds seem to 
favour Drummond at present but he 
needs total reliability to take the 
championship as well the necessity 
of beating David whose consistent 
run this year has paid off so hand- 
somely, 

eg ogo information has regret- 
tably to be kept to a minimum, On 
this occasion the problem concernin 
the Forestry Commission is one 0’ 
parking. There are precious few car 
parking facilities in or near the 
orests which are being used and 
large crowds are being anticipated in 
any case. It is feared that access 
roads etc will rapidly be made impas- 
sable by irresponsible parking, so 
only two locations can be published 
(we suspect that many spectators 
know where to go in any case, as is so 
often the case in Wales). 


@According to final instructions 
sent out, the start of the Castrol '76 
will now start and finish at the Main 
Car Park, Park Avenue, 
Aberystwyth; and not Meiron 
Motors’ premises as has been pre- 
viously stated. Scrutineering 
however will still be carried out here. 
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Scrutineering takes place on Friday 
ena at Meirion Motors from 8.00 
p.m. A flim show will be run by the or- 
ganising club and films to be shown 
will hopefully include ‘Scotch & Dry’, 
featuring the 1976 Scottish Rally, 
and ‘Winning Ain’t Easy’ which des- 
cribes the Dealer Team Vauxhall/ 
Castrol team’s 1975 racing, rallying 
and drag racing activities. 

Dovey Forest: Approach Aberan- 
gell Forest Lodge from the A.470 via 
map reference 124/848095}. Follow 
the arrows beyond the lodge and 
he directed. First car is due at 


Nant-y-Moch: Approach from the A.44 
at Ponterwyd via map reference 
lise eee Do not approachfrom 
Talybont under any circumstances. 
Free spectator parking off the moun- 
tain road is available at map 
reference 763864. The first car is 
due at 16.00 and all competitors will 


Entry 


The top thirty crews, not including 
Roger Clark, who may just return 
from the Southern Cross in time are: 
1, Tony  Fowkes/Bryan Harris 
(RS1800); 2, Hannu Mikkola/Arne 
Hertz (Toyota Celica GT); 3, Ari 
Vatanen/Peter Bryant (RS1800); 4, 


Russell Brookes/John Brown 
Beas); 5, Pentti Airikkala/ Mike 
reasley (RS1800); 6, Andrew 


Dawson/Andrew Marriott (Datsun 
Violet SSS); 7, Billy Coleman/Dan 
O'Sullivan (Lancia Stratos); 8, Tony 
Pond/Dave Richards (Triumph TR7); 
9, Chris Sclater/Pau!l White (Chrysler 
Avenger GT); 10, Brian Culcheth/ 
Johnstone Syer (Triumph TR7); 11, 
ony Drummond/Phil Short 
(RS1800); 12, Paul Faulkner/Monty 
Peters (RS1800); 13, Will Sparrow/ 
Ron Crellin (uaa Magnum); 14, 
Malcolm ilson/John Davies 
nowy 15, Nigel Rockey/Derek 
Tucker (RS1800); 16, David Stokes/ 
Bill Andrews (RS1600); 17, George 
Hill/Colin Francis (Vauxhall Magnum); 
18, Graham Elsmore/Stuart Harrold 


Lancia/Fiat 


As we went to press, two principal 
European teams, Lancia and Fiat, 
had yet to finalise their entries for 
the Lombard RAC in November. 
Should Lancia repeat their crushing 
victory in San Remo with another in 
Corsica, then the RAC will be super- 
fluous to their WCR plans; but latest 
ape from Italy suggest that they 
will still send at least one car, a 
Stratos for Waldegaard. 


Fiat are expected to be sending 


AUTOSPORT 


RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 1976 


attempt the stage twice. A 
commentary will be provided. 
circumstances. Free spectator park- 
ing off the mountain road is available 
at map reference 763864. The first 
car is due at 16.00 and all competi- 
tors will attempt the stage twice. A 
commentary will be provided. 

The first car is expected to reach 
the finish back in Aberystwyth shortly 
after 5.00 p.m. Pricer ivine will take 
place in the King’s Hall, Aberystwyth, 
later in the evening. 


Nia pede 19, Ronnie McCartney/Rob 
endleton (RS1800); 20, Richard 
lliffe/Tony McMahon (RS1600); 21, 
Laurie __Richards/Alan _ Richards 
(RS1800); 22, Donald Heggie/George 
Dean (R$1800); 23, Colin Grewer/ 
John Bourne (Opel Ascona); 24, Pat 
Ryan/Mike icholson (Dolomite 
Sprint); 25, Robin Eyre Maunsell/Neil 
Wilson (Avenger GT); 26, Jim McRae/ 


David Brown (Vauxhall Magnum); 27, ° 


Henry __Inurrieta/Martin Whale 
(RS2000); 28, Gavin Waugh/Peter 
Handy (Avenger GT); 29, Chris 
_Lord/Arthur Brick (Vauxhall 
Magnum); 30, Barry Lee/John Gittens 
(Datsun Violet). 

Other leading crews in order of 
seeding include: Mike Rawson, Geoff 
Simpson, Willie Crawford, Steve 
Ward, John Coyne, David Grainger, 
Charlie Wood, David Hardcastle, 
Terry Kaby, Chris Field, Robin Far- 
rington, Fred Henderson, etc; so 
there are a number of hard triers to 
watch. A visit to Aberystwyth could 
be well worthwhile this weekend. We 

ather that there is even a possi- 

ility that alcohol may be on sale in 
small quantities over the weekend as 


two cars for Markku Alen (who is a 
hot favourite to win the event) and 
one other. Most likely contender for 
the drive is Fulvio Bacchelli. It 
seems that the team would like to 
ascertain how he copes with a secret 
route event in unfamiliar conditions. 

The San Remo was the third rally 
this year where Opel have been 
saved from total loss of face by their 
private entrants. This time 
Ballestrieri and Ormezzano stepped 
into the breach when the official 


RAC plans 


Last Thursday’s national media day 
at Bagshot was very well attended 
by the manufacturers and Chrysler, 
Toyota, Ford, Leyland, DTV; plus 
Russell Brookes, Pentti Airikkala, 
Tony Fowkes etc were all there with 
an impressive array of machinery, 
both ultimate and G1, in which to 
chauffeur around the members of the 
non-specialist press. The latter’s 
ranks included representatives from: 
BBC Foreign Service, Radio 210; 
BBC Radio London, Daily Express, 
Times, Guardian, Financial Times, 
Evening Standard, Bath Evening 
Chronicle, Sunday Observer, Bed- 
fordshire Times, London Weekend 
TV, Polyvideo Films, Southern TV, 
British Forces Broadcasting, Ports- 
mouth News, Camberley News, Bir- 
mingham Post, Luton Evening Post 
and a number of other interested 
parties. 

A very impressive quota to be 
sure; but last year, after a similar 
day, editorial response, presumably 


Briefly... 


@We hear that Will Sparrow is 
taking things very seriously on the 
RAC. He plans to go on an Outward 
Bound course in the Lake District 
prior to the event. Should he care to 
jog around a few local forests he may 
find a number of familiar white faces 
peering out from the depths of the 
undergrowth! 


@ Although entries do not close offi- 
cially until 22nd October, the Forest 
of Dean MC have been deluged with 
entries for their Wyedean Stages in 
November. They have received over 
200 entries for the 120 places. 


uncertain 


Euro Handler cars both retired on 
the very first stage and brought 
home both Group Two and Group 
One respectively. 

We gather that things in Italy are 
not entirely stable (are they ever!?) 
as petrol now costs approximately 
£1.60 per gallon and they are 
actually panting 100 Lire notes; 
however the Italians are taking com- 
fort from the fact that the £ is never- 
Heles? still sinking faster than the 

ire! 


San Remo aftermath 


Cesare Fiorio — man with a problem; 
see page 26. 
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“Tony” Fassina, who finished fourth 
in one of his three Stratos behind the 
works cars, is now Italian national 
champion. Carlo Bianchi, who rolled 


his Stratos heavily and ended up on . 


his roof in a private driveway of a 
garage on the rally, is still second 
with 53 points to “Tony’s” 74; and 
Maurizio Verini and Lorenzelli (Fiat 
124 Abarth Spyder) share joint third 
with 30 points. 


The WCR situation, thanks to the 
inability of Opel to cash in upon the 
works Lancia failures this season, is 
now virtually an academic pursuit 
once more. Lancia lead with 82 
points from Opel 50; Datsun 36; Fiat 
32; Peugeot 30; Saab 28; Ford and 
Toyota 27; Mitsubishi 20; Alpine 
Renault 15; Alfa Romeo 12; Citroen 
10; Porsche 7; Renault and Lada 6; 


BMW and Volvo 4; VW and Mazda 
3; Wartburg 1. 

The San Remo has a reputation for 
the advent of interesting technical 
innovation among leading cars. 
Lancia’s water cooled brakes made 
their appearance here, as did a 
number of interesting features last 
year. This year however there was 
very little report save the fact that 
Opel were running rear discs in 
Group One for the first time (these 
items have been homologated since 
October ’75). There were 26 stages in 
all on which Munari-was fastest on 
17 and Waldegaard on 12. Pinto 
amassed 10 fastest times and Verini 
mana a very impressive four in 
the Fiat. The total stage length was 
780 kms of which only 65 kms was 
gravel. There were 133 starters and 
just 40 completed the entire route. 


-however, a 


Castro! Media undertaking 


as a result of sports editors’ vetoes, 
was comparatively poor. This year, 
breakthrough has 
apparently been made for major 
coverage apparently schedeled 
includes an Oberver Colour magazine 
feature on the Sunday of the event; a 
Telegraph magazine colour feature 
on the same weekend; a Guardian 
special supplement the week before; 
a Financial Times pre-event feature 
and day by day coverage in both this 
newspaper and The Times; sports 
page coverage in the Daily Express; 
plus a pre-event feature and daily 
coverage in the Evening Standard. 

In addition both BBC and IRN will 
have a fully staffed studio at Rally 
HQ and will provide full radio 
coverage. ITV’s World of Sport will 
run a 20-minute programme and 
negotiations are in progress with 
BBC Grandstand for comprehensive 
coverage. 

It seems that rallying could even 
become popular! 


@ As is probably now well known, 
Richard Seth Smith, until recently 
the Public Relations Manager for the 
Sales and Marketing Division of 
Leyland Cars, has taken up an 
appointment at Fiat (GB). Richard, 
who previously held a post within 
Leyland’s successful Truck and Bus 
division, was responsible for Ley- 
land’s immediate competition activi- 
ties as well as many other duties. 
The vacancy has now been filled 
internally by Alan Zafer. Whether 
the Seth-Smith move contains any 
competition implications at Fiat in 
this country is currently a well-used 
talking point. It is known that Fiat's 
new boss in this country is a keen 
rally supporter — having been the 
prime mover in the Jean Paul 
Perusse — Fiat rally programme in 
Canada. 


Above: “Tony” Fassina — National 
champion. Below: All those lovely 
cars and attractive women too! This 
young lady is Fabrizia Pons, San 
Remo Coupe des Dames winner with 
an AlfaSud. 


OUSE VALLEY STAGES 


Simpsons 
supreme 


Last Sunday’s Ouse Valley Stages 
Rally, organised by the Sporting 
Owner’s Drivers Club, saw the first 
win for .Geoff and Alan Simpson 
since changing to the distinctive 
colours of their sponsors, 
Tyreservices Gt Britain Ltd. This is 
their third BTRDA win this year, 
and has thus consolidated their lead 
in the Gold Star Championship. 
They led the field from the third 
stage, taking eight fastest stages 
from the ten paver. 

Leading the field away was the 
late entry of Graham Lepley/ 
Malcolm Harvey, in the Derby Road 
Garages RS1800. Following at No. 1 
were last year’s winners, Robin 
Farrington/Philip Gunning in the 
Rotel Domestic Appliances’ RS1600, 
with current BTHI A leaders Geoff 
and Alan Simpson in their Tyre- 
services sponsored RS1600 at No. 2. 

Third away was the RS1800 of 
Tony Ford and Gordon Baker, 
who were looking for another win to 
follow up their recent success on the 
Opposite Lock Suffolk Stages, while 
at No. 4 was the Mexico of Malcolm 
Smith and Anthea Larner. 

There was a noticeable improve- 
ment in the seeding for Century Oils 
sponsored RS1600 of Steve Reed/ 

im Goodman at No. 5, and in sixth 
place was the Bill Riddle/Peter Birt 
crew in their RS2000.The No. 7 slot 
was occupied by John Eaton/Duncan 
Spence, who were hoping for a 
trouble free run for once. Eighth 
Escort away was the RS1600 of 
Richard Walker/Simon Cross, while 
at numbers 9 and 10 were Barry 
McGinn and Tony Frost’s RS2000, 
and Geoff Bartram and partners 
Opposite Lock sponsored RS1600. 
Noticeable absentees were Frank 
Pierson/Arthur Brick, who are at 
present pogeged on a_ publicity 
exercise abroad. ; 

Documentation took place on 
Sunday morning, and a nine o’clock 
start from B. E. Cox & Co’s garage 
at Cambridge saw a fine, dry day, in 
contrast to the torrential rain which 
had been flooding the area for the 


past three weeks. The effect of this’ 


was evident from the start, with 
Clerks of the Course John Harmer 
and Peter Pratt having to issue 
route amendments which effectively 
cancelled six loose surfaced stages. 
Although some dissatisfaction 
was felt by competitors it was 


Geoff and Alan Simpson in dramatic pose on their way to another BTRDA win on the dras tically restricted Ouse 


Valley Stages. 


obvious that in the long-term 
interests of rallying it was the only 
decision which would avoid 
upsetting local landowners. 

The event had originally covered 
150 miles, of which there were only- 
26 miles (approx) of stages remain- 
ing. SS1, Bassingbourn, was 1.3 
miles of smooth, well surfaced air- 
field, but problems were already 
occurring for some. John Eaton’s car 
spluttered to a very premature halt 
while only yards from the start, 
taking considerable time to fire up, 
while several other crews also had 
trouble getting past the start-line. 

Stage 2, was a disused perimeter 
track, 4.6 miles in length, which 
contained a very slippery section. 
This ya Simpson unawares and 
caused him to lose his lead to 
Farrington. Graham Lepley chose to 
tackle this stage on knobblies, a 
decision which he was to regret all 
day, loosing valuable time to the 
leaders, which he was unable to 
recoup for the remainder of the 
event. 

Elsworth 1, Stage 3, was a smooth 
concrete track, while Stage 4 was 
Huntingdon Racecourse, a 3 miler of 
tarmac and loose surface with 
narrow, parapet-less bridges forming 
90° bends. This proved to be ve 
popular with most crews althoug' 
the three leading cars of Simpson, 
Farrington and Lepley clea the 
stage. 

Another airfield formed Stage 5, 
Upwood, and was 2.9 miles of very 
fast tarmac. A hairpin right at the 
start of this section gave Robin 
Farrington his biggest fright of the 


Steve Reed's third place on the Ouse Valley moves him into second place of 
the BTRDA championship. 


day when what he had thought to be 
a fast ae tightened on him so 
quickly that the only way he could 
avoid a roll was to take to the fields. 
By now Tony Ford was finding his 
lack of racing tyres very detrimen- 
tal, but he still managed to put up 
some excellent times and at the 
halfway point he was lying fourth 
behind Simpson on 793, Farrington 
on 801 and Reed at 815. 

The remaining stages were repeats 
of those of the early morning, and al- 
though it appeared that they were 
passing uneventfully, trouble beset 
John Eaton once more when his 
ignition box failed and Graham 
Lepley, who had been chasing Steve 
Reed hard all afternoon and had 

assed Tony Ford in the process, 
ost his lead when over-enthusiasm 
caused him to indulge in a spin. 

Provisional results were posted 
with admirable speed by 8pm at the 
Manchester Arms, St Ives, with 
Escorts sweeping the board once 
again. Goodyear Tyres must have 
been most gratified to see that both 
first and second prizewinners had 
been using their Rally Racer tyres. 
Awards were presented at 6.45pm as 
the conclusion to a very enjoyable 
days’ rallying the S.0.D’s. having, 
as usual, kept costs to a minimum, 
and joined by competitors in hoping 
for more normal weather conditions 
next year. 


MARY SIMPSON 


1976 Ouse Valley Stages 


1, G. Simpson/A. Simpson (RS1600) 1315; 
2, R. Farrington/P. Gunning (RS1 
3, S. Reed/. - Goodmee te 


Cross (RS1600) 1415; 10, W. Barton/D. George 
(Cooper S) 1430. 


Vales re-vamp 


The a venue stage event, the 
Rally of the Vales, has been post- 
poned until November 14th and the 
closing date for entries is the 5th of 
that month, Entry fee is still £22.50 
for which one gets 40 miles of forest 
in nine stages without any road mile- 
age. There will be a service area, and 
costs, it is promised, will be kept to a 
minimum. Anyone interested should 
"phone Swansea 42382 (daytime) and 

ishopston Glamorgan 2444 (out of 
business hours). The event is being 
run by Swansea MC and the man to 
talk tois S. B. Collins esq. 


FoMoCo quiz 


Ford’s low key ‘“‘Motormind” quiz 
was run at the weekend along similar 
lines to the televised Mastermind 
programme, but conducted over the 
telephone by question masters com- 
rising Graham Robson, Tony 
pm Charles Reynolds, and John 
Horton. This year the occasion was 
staged very much with the clubman 
in mind. All previous ‘‘boffins” (in- 
cluding top ten finalists from last 
year, and “professional’’ entrants) 
were barred from the competition, 
and prizes too were on a lower level. 
Andy Bodman, who chose rallying as 
the subject upon which to major, 
brought kudos to his club, the 
Redditch and District MC, by win- 
ning the competition in a play-off 
against David Beams of _ the 
Sevenoaks and District MC. Third 
—_ Russell Bulgin (Ludlow Castle 
). 


@ Last weekend we had the opport- 
unity of talking with Gavin Waugh 
who was most anxious to point out 
‘the other side’ of the Inurrieta inci- 
dent on the Lindisfarne. Gavin was 
concerned that we set the record 
straight. He mentioned that the 
altercation happened some 40 yards 
after a corner, and not, as we were 
led to believe, after a _ brow. 
Apparently the White Horse 
Avenger came to a halt half on the 
stage, as Gavin, thinking that he had 
a puncture, attempted to drive the 
car off the track onto the verge. Both 
crew members were a little surprised 
that the car would not go any further 
(a rear wheel rim had split and a 
section of the broken rim _ had 
jammed between the hub and the 
shock absorber) but Peter age d 
was nevertheless on his way bac 
down the stage to the corner when 
Henry arrived. The RS2000 went off 
before it reached the Avenger and 
actually came to rest opposite the 
White Horse car. However there was 
still room to drive between the two 
stationary vehicles as next man 
Drew Gallacher dramatically proved, 
shooting through the gap without 
lifting! 

Finally Gavin would like to men- 
tion that rather than leave the scene 
of the incident without offering any 
help (a story which we found very 
hard to believe) Gavin actually broke 
one of his wire tow ropes trying to 
pull out the RS2000. 
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Swedish driver Bjorn Waldegaard kicks up the dust on his way toa second consecutive victory on the Italian WCR event. 


Bjorn beats the system 


Stratos 1-2-3-4 — Bjorn Waldegaard “‘accidentally” wins, Causing controversy, whilst still ‘complying’ with 
team orders — Fiat and Opel works teams fail to finish — Impressive drive from Verini splits the 
Stratos drivers before the accident — Report: MARTIN HOLMES — Photography: HUGH BISHOP 


Munari beaten in Italy by Italian rally 
tactics! This unbelievable situation came 
about at the end of the San Remo Rally 


when Lancia Stratos’ finished in the top — 


four positions. Bjorn Waldegaard/Hans 
Thorszelius were being given running in- 
structions from the Lancia hierarchy as to 
how they and Sandro Munari/Silvio Maiga 
should win — instructions which went even 
to the extent of both cars waiting outside 
controls so they could take exactly the right 
time for the special stages — and the drivers 
were allowed only to fight for their result on 
the final stage. Cesare Fiorio decreed that 
Munari, then four’ seconds behind 
Waldegaard, would be given four seconds’ 
start by Waldegaard, who duly obliged — but 


Waldegaard made good those four seconds . 


to equal Munari’s time, and so win the rally. 
Rafaele Pinto/Arnaldo Bernacchini came 


third with a fighting finish after earlier. 


delays, mainly through Pinto’s illness, whilst 
“Tony”’/Mauro. Mannini were fourth, 
clinching the Italian championship. Opel 
Italy provided fifth place and ensured that 
the World Championship should be pro- 
tracted, at least until the Tour de Corse 
before being resolved, whilst a national 
driver unknown outside Italy gave Fiat 
some championship points for sixth place — 
in an old 124 Abarth Rallye. The Fiat of- 
ficial team and the Opel official team both 
failed to finish. 

Lancia’s grand-slam was an impressive per- 
formance. The San Remo Rally has turned to an 
almost entirely asphalt event, with no less than 
800 kms of special stages in and around the moun- 
tains north of the Ligurian coast. Most of the 
special stage roads are used several times which 
makes initial training easy, but for really com- 


26 


- petitive’ times there is little alternative to long, 


‘concentrated practice. The stages are mostly re- 


. peated each ‘year so drivers with previous ex- 


perience expect to do well. Last year, the 13th 


event in the series, victory went to Waldegaard 


after Munari retired, but this year such a thing 
would surely not be allowed to recur? The Italians 
are well practised at rally winning strategy. It 
was originally decided that Munari and Walde- 
gaard would consider their respective positions 
after the first eianpe and then if they were close 
together, they would hold their positions till three 
stages before the end. In the event, however, 
Fiorio had a worry that a pene over the final three 
stages might cause one of his cars unnecessarily 
to retire, and allow Opel to gain more champion- 
ship points so he decided that the final stage would 
decide the result, thinking probably that Munari 
must have the advantage. .. At first sight a four 
second deficit after 800 kms of stages is beyond 
belief, but probably the more impressive feature 
in fact was the fantastic Stratos reliability that 
enabled such tactics to become necessary in 
Fiorio’s plan. 

This year there were no terrible first-stage 
dramas, unlike the past few years. Several crews 
had punctures on the gravel stretch through 
Monte Ceppo, but the shocks of retirements were 
to wait for a few stages. Alen went off on the 
second stage, then on the next stage both the 
German Opels retired with engine trouble whilst 
the private Lancia Stratos driver Carlo Bianchi 
craatedl The rally developed with Munari and 
Waldegard taking it in turns to lead the rally. 
First one would pull ahead, then the other; seldom 
was there more than a few seconds between the 
two. Behind the works Lancias the Fiats and the 
Opel of Ballestrieri were fighting between them- 
alves, with Vincent (Alpine) recovering after a 
bad first stage. “Tony’’ was driving carefully in 
his semi-works Lancia whilst Ormezzano was 
easily the best Group 2 car and “Lucky” the best 
Group 1. The only other challenger for a top ten 
position was the 124 driver, Livio Lorenzelli. 


WORLD RALLY et 


WCR CHAMPIONSHIP 


Ormezzano fell behind Vincent and Lorenzelli 
until the Alpine retired with gearbox failure after 
stage 17, which allowed Fagnola (Alfetta GT) into 
tenth place, whilst during the middle of the 
second day Pinto’s illness gained the better of him 
and he could not resist the pressure from Verini. 
After delays when a wheel broke up and caused a 
delay of eight or nine minutes, dall’Ava yg 2 
Kadett) just made the top ten places but then his 
rear wheel broke up for a second time and he 
retired. Fagnola had engine failure and retired 
and so the position at the end of the first etappe 
was as follows: Munari, 21 seconds ahead of 
Waldegard, then Verini, Pinto, “Tony”, 
Lorenzelli, Ballestrieri, Ormezzano, Brambilla 
(Group 3 Porsche) and ‘‘Lucky”’ (Group 1 Kadett). 

Only sixty cars were permitted to compete 
during the second night, a shorter etappe which 
was restricted to the roads in the region imme- 
diately north of San Remo. The first stage took 
the form of a circuit of a 388km attempted twice — 


.with a neutralisation halt inbetween. Pinto was 


determined to erode the six minute deficit to 
Verini, and on this single double-loop stage he 
took back three minutes. Verini was slowed by a 
broken differential mounting bolt, but this was 
repaired and he tackled the next stage with maxi- 
mum effort. He was fastest overall by a half- 
minute, from Pinto. But was Verini unbeatable — 
or were the factory Stratos’ simply playing? 
Fiorio was in his element, in charge of operations, 
directing who should make what times over the 
stages. He specified times that Waldegard and 
Munari should take, ensuring that the maximum 
interest should centre on the ‘‘fight”’ for the lead 
— and also that neither one driver nor the other 
should risk their cars unnecessarily. Pinto was 
free of restrictions, and also from any pressure 
when Verini went off, destroying the rear of his 
Fiat in a shower of glassfibre. Brambilla retired as 
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well, leaving the Group 3 category to the similar 
car of the Frenchman Christian Gardavot. 

The precision of the leading Stratos drivers was 
uncanny: they waited outside controls so they 
could clock in at exactly the time that Fiorio 
wanted. On one long stage, Pinto caught Walde- 
gaard, who in turn had Munariin his sights. Walde- 
gaard let him through, and watched with amuse- 
ment as he then caught Munari —_ who 
immediately must have suspected that Walde- 
— had broken the pledge. Suddenly he noticed 

is follower was the other teammate after all! 
Pinto finished that stage ahead of them all. 
Munari went unaccountably slowly at Colle 
d’Oggia—again Waldegaard caught him up, but 
this time did not wait outside the control. At 
Teglia, the next stage, he had to wait for an equi- 
hae: ce delay to equalise the scores. Three seconds’ 
difference, with three stages to go! At Langan, 
Waldegaard beat Munariby seven seconds, to take 
the lead by four seconds, at the Baiardo stage, the 
penultimate stage, the two cars were equal (over 
nearly 26 minutes!) and so they made their way to 
the final test of all. This would be the race of the 
century. Fiorio knew that Munari being behind 
was at a slight disadvantage, but surely he must 
know the roads a little better? The Swede was 
ordered to wait freur seconds after the “Go!” 
before starting. Despite this he made good that 
delay, to finish on exactly the same second, after 
¥ 5 Mee geet driving. 

‘ew people expected such an outcome. Most 
Ee le expected the quiet Swede to do what he 

Me 6 done at Monte Carlo, and remain meekly 
behind. “But what could I do?”, he asked after- 
wards. “You made the rules, I drove precisely to 
orders, I was happy to comply with any in- 
struction you made.” Munari looked predictably 
forlorn at the finish. Munari’s defeat was simply 
another focal point in the whole Stratos crisis. 
That car is undeniably the biggest attention- 
getter rallying has ever made; it is Italy’s 
greatest rallymg achievement but — like some 
ugly nightmare — it has suddenly become more 
powerful than its creator and has defeated the 
powers that control it. Munari beaten is a 
sympton of a system defeated. Somehow things in 
Italy are never likely to be quite the same 
again.... 


LANCIA 


A team of three official Alitalia Stratos and one 
semi-official Stratos: official team being Munari, 
Waldegard and Pinto whilst “Tony” drives the 
other car, sponsored by Wladoil and Maresport. 
Nothing new on the cars: the novel system of 
water cooling of the front brakes used last year 
having been banned recently by the FIA. 24 
valves with carburettors giving 275 bhp for the 
team cars, the car of “Tony” being prepared out- 
side the factory by Michelotti at Padua, with 12 
valves and fuel injection, giving 245 bhp The only 
novelty being the —eM P7 tyres developed by 
Pirelli to cope with the damage at Monte Ceppo, a 

avel stretch in the middle of an asphalt stage. 

andro Munari: the man expected to succeed! 
Winner with Stratos in 1974, the first year the car 
was homologated, leading in 1975 when forced to 
stop with a puncture. In first etappe he began 
close hattle with Waldegard, fought under tight 
control by team director Cesare Fiorio, but 
claimed to be suffering some understeering 
problems and certain stiffness of the gear 
selection. At the long service halt at the end of the 
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Fulvio Bacchelli hurls his Fiat through a stage on “narrow” P7s. He went off the road with damaged 
steering after a spin. 


Maurizio Verini on top form was able to stay 
competitive with the Lancias. Here a ladyfriend 
eases the tension as he awaits differential repairs 
before flying off the road at high speed. 


first — the clutch bearing was changed and 
during the second etappe the car was over- 
steering, but not seriously. Read main story for 
full details of the fight with Waldegard, which he 
eventually lost. 

Bjorn Waldegaard: the foreigner who should never 
have been allowed to challenge Munari! Winner 


Livio Lorenzelli corners his ex-works 124 Spyder towards six th overall. 


last year after Munari’s retirement with less 
powerful car, had bolt break which located 
steering rack and suffered slight engine hesi- 
tation, in first half of rally. No problem in the 
second half. incredible reliability! He succeeded 
despite subtle efforts to allow the team leader to 


win. 
Rafaele Pinto: mechanically the most troublesome 
team car. Misfiring due probably to dirt in the 
carburettors, which was eradicated at the San 
Remo service halt. Also brake trouble: pads 
may too soft. Changed at routine service 
alt, but as car left to travel to next time control, 
a wheel seized due to broken pad retaining pins. 
Change of caliper led to loss of six minutes road 
penalty (same severity as stage penalty). Driver 
very ill during first etappe. Doctor almost ordered 
driver to stop but eventually recovered, to make 
many excellent times in second part of rally. 
“Tony”: achieved his personal objective of win- 
ning the Italian national series by a reliable and 
regular drive to fourth place; his only trouble 
being that his front brakes overheated. Engine 
transferred from his other rally car which was 
badly crashed during the Coppa Liburnum Rallye. 
Entered by Grifone. 
Carlo Bianchi: entered by Jolly Club, a private 
driver with an excellent record of reliable per- 
formances in the past. Fuel injection engine pre- 
pared by University Motors Genoa with 12 
valves, 265bhp. Two Baines wh on first special 
stage suffered unusual accident in the middle of 
the third special cages where the route joins 
another road at a slight angle over a crest, in the 
middle of a village. The driver momentarily forgot 
where he was, hesitated and lost control. The car 
overturned and eventually finished upside down 
at the entrance to a ae The roof did not 
distort but petrol leaked everywhere. The car (like 
the factory cars) is still fitted with a quick release 
cap, but the neck split away from the tank. There 
was no fire. 
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Team of four cars for the normal drivers Alen, 
Baccheli, Verini and Cambiaghi. No changes to 
the cars since last seen. 16 valve 2-litre engines 
giving about 215 bhp. A more powerful engine, of 
about 2.2 litres, is being prepared for the Giro 
d'Italia next weekend, for Giorgio Pianta to drive. 
Markku Alen: an unlucky driver at San Remo; two 
years ago he retired near the end when second 
with front suspension failure, last year in 
mysterious circumstances the final preparation of 
his car was never completed. This year he crashed 


on gravel on the second special stage, on the road — 


down to Rezzo. Hit a tree which saved a serious 
accident, car not badly damaged, but unable to 
regain the road. 

Fulvio Baccheli: suffered some engine misfiring 
but was consistently the second best Fiat driver 
behind Verini in fifth position when he spun on 
the 20th stage. He was able to restart and as he 
was accelerating away the car suddenly veered to 
the side and he went off the raod. Eventually it 
was found that the steering was damaged, pre- 
sumably by touching a rock earlier. 

Maurizio 
believable for Fiats that one of their drivers was 
able to keep up with the Stratos’, and before he 
retired during second etappe he had put up four 
fastest times. He lost one minute road time when 
changing a battery and then he lost five minutes 
cenging a half-shaft near the end of the first 
etappe. On the first stage on the second etappe, a 
suspension bolt failed. The mechanics though 
that the differential itself had failed and had to 
drop this ats? from the car to change the bolt. 
Verini shot off into the rally as fast as ever, and 
eventually went off the road, for good. 

Roberto Cambiaghi: the young driver fof the team 
had some electrical trouble during the first night 
of the rally but recovered and retired on the final 
stage of the first etappe when the differential 
failed, in exactly the same place that he retired in 
the 124 last year. He was only 20 km away from 
qualifying as a finisher. 

Livio Lorenzelli: Livio Lorenzelli purchased one of 
the last works 124’s to be built, the car used last 
season by Alcide Paganelli, in which he had won 
the San Giacomo Rally. He is a 30 year old garage 
owner from near Torino, with long hair and a 
drooping moustache — a far cry from a regular 
Italian rally hero. He is sponsored by Kleber and 
prepares his car personally. The car gave no 
trouble and after the retirement of the four works 
cars he personally gave the Torino factory six 
points in the World Championship. 


OPEL 


Opel were represented by teams from both Ger- 
many (Eurohandler) and Italy (Conrero), and to 
the sadness of the official teams the honour of the 
rally — with the eight championship points — 
came from the home team. From Germany there 
were two brand new cars, for Rohrl and Nicolas 
(Jochen Berger signed Nicolas in order to have a 
racer for Corse next month), 16 valves fuel in- 
jection for Rohr] with 230 bhp and 8 valve cross 
flow and carburettors (200 bhp) for Nicolas. Both 
cars were fitted with rear disc brakes, homo- 
logated last pee but never used since all their 
other events have required a good working hand- 
brake, which the Opel disc system does not 
permit. The Germans were so happy before the 
event, the cars were ready early, it seemed almost 
too good to be true. Last year they had said the 
same, but at least Rohr! had made a good showing 
before the team was entirely defeated. This time 
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The Porsche Carrera of privateers Orlando/Cane provides action for the roof- 
top and mountain side spectators during their all-night vigil. 


erini: the driver of the rally! It was un-_ 
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they did not even have such a consolation! 

Walter Rohrl: engine suffered piston failure on 
the third stage. 

Jean-Pierre Nicolas: The car was retired with 
severe powerloss. It was found that one of the 
inlet lobes had badly worn. Same place as Rohrl’s 
demise. The Italian team fared well. There was 
one Group 4, two Group 2 and two Group 1 team 
cars from Conrero, and many cars that made 
passable imitations! 

Amilcare Ballestrieri: is the local driver for whom 
success on the San Remo rally counts personally 
very highly, and he drove as hard as he knew. 
Three times he had punctures, five times he had 
broken throttle cable failure, yet he never gave 
up. His car was fitted-with an 8-valve cross flow 
unit. Frederico Ormezzano with the Gtoup 2 
car has twice before won this group on Italian 
championship events (S. Martino and Four 
Regions), and his only problem was alternator 
failure on the first night. For one stage he had 
only headlights. in group 1 (Kadetts were used 
instead of Commodores, usually used on all- 
asphalt events, since many of the roads were 
narrow and the more nimble Kadett was better). 
Angelo Presotto finished second best — thus 
keeping the ue 1 lead in the national series — 
despite a wheel bearing failure whilst “Lucky” 
was able to continue after repairs to a broke-anti- 
roll bar. Orlando Dall’Ava (Group 2) retired when 
he suffered a broken wheel for the second time 
(this time the wheel studs had sheered as well) 
although he had already had a fraught event: the 
previous wheel had parted company at 120kph 
and a fan belt had also failed. Andrea Betti with 
his Carenini-tuned Group 4 Kadett had his con- 
necting-rod fail. Maurizo Bonamico went off the 
road after his brother-co-driver was ill, Bellosta 
went off the road as well. 


ALPINE RENAULT 


All private cars, but several good ones, Francis 
Vincent in a 310 had a puncture on the first stage, 
and things went wrong. He stopped to save sus- 
pension damage, and pulled up on the wrong side 
of the road. Every time another car came past, 
they had to let the car fall off the jack. Delferrier 
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Sandro Munari drove a faultless rally... . for second place! 


eo ~ ce, ~ ae 


Oops! Rafaele Pinto gets it all wrong ata tight, loose, hairpin and scatters the 


hit his head open with the brace, giving ‘“‘Biche’”’ a 
hell of a scare when she and Mouton stopped to 
see if they could help — blood was everywhere! — 
but after six minutes they continued. Car 
prepared by Jacques Henry with 200 bhp 
Mignotet — the best he has ever built, they claim. 
Michele Mouton wants more rallying experience 
and she entered for this reason. Unfortunately 
she went off the road on stage four and her 
radiator was broken by a stone. Another Henry- 
prepared car with Mignotet engine ‘“‘Siroco” 
entered because he thought it would be alright for 
just one more rally. ... After the pressures of the 
Acropolis, this event seemed so easy. So much 
time at controls to rebuild the cars. He had some 
differential trouble and was about to retire when 
the engine broke a piston, which made his mind up 
for him. Franz Hummel (organiser of the 24 hours 
of Chamonix) entered his ex-Jacques Henry A110 
(winner neige et Glace and other rallies) and was 
the last remaining Alpine and only one to com- 
pee the first etappe. Could not restart as the 
alf-shaft was broken and his spare did not fit. 


ALFA ROMEO 


Alfredo Fagnola was only serious driver, with an 
ex-Autodelta Alfetta GT previously used by Sviz- 
zero, Group 4. 195 bhp from a 2-valve 2-litre 
engine. Retired near the end of the first etappe 
with a broken connecting rod. The only success 
for this marque came when Fabrizia Pons and 
Gabriela Zappia won the Ladies’ award with their 
private Alfasud, finishing an excellent 29th place 
out of the 67 who were classified as a finisher. 


San Remo yt 

WCR Round 8 — 6/9 October 
1, B. Waldegaard/H. Thorszelius (Lancia Stratos) 10h 27m 40s. 
2, S. Munari/S. Maiga (Lancia Stratos) 10h 27m 44s. 
3, R. Pinto/A. Bernacchini (Lancia Stratos) 10h 27m 13s. 
4, “"Tony'’/M. Mannini (Lancia Stratos) 10h 59m 22s. 
5, A. Ballestrieri/S. Maiga (Opel Kadett GT/E) 11h 13m 46s. 
6, L. Lorenzelli/M. Necco (Fiat Abarth 124 Rallye) 1h 20m 29s; 7, F. 
Ormezzano/‘‘Rudy" (Opel Kadett GT/E) 11h 35m 5is; 8, 
“Lucky’/G. Braito (Opel Kadett GT/E) 11h 48m 42s; 9, C. 
Gardavot/D. Roux (Porsche Carrera) 11h 55m 32s; 10, A. 
Presotto/M. Perissino (Opel Kadett GT/E) 11h 58m 03s. 
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THE CHOICE OF CHAMPIONS 


MALLORY PARK 


lan Taylor accelerates from the hairpin ahead of Tiff Needell to take the APG championship. 


Taylor's title from Needell 


Yet another of the closely fought 1976 cham- 
pionship had its final round at Mallory 
last Sunday and resulted in former F3 
champion Ian Taylor winning The Allied 
Polymer Group Formula Ford 2000 title in 
his Dulon MP18 by just one point from early 
season favourite Tiff Needell, whose Hawke 
DLI16 was beaten into second place by 
Taylor. In an action-packed nine-race 
meeting, capably run as ever by the BRSCC 
Midland Centre, Gerry Marshall clinched 
the Tricentrol Super Saloon series with the 
Castol/DTV Vauxhall-Repco; Iain McLaren 
(Chevron B26) closed to within a point of 
champion John Lepp by winning the final 
round of the RAC Sports Car championship; 
Sean Walker’s win in the penultimate round 
of the Dunlop Star of Tomorrow FF1600 
championship took him very close to 
winning the title; and as usual controversy 
raged in the BBC Radio One races, although 
Alan Minshaw and John Brindley made 
amends for the behind-the-scenes 
squabbling by dead-heating in their Mazdas. 


A full grid of class A clubmen’s cars was 
attracted to the Sytner of Nottingham round 
by the prospect of racing for good money in the 
RAC 2-litre race as well; several non-started as a 
result, saving their efforts for later. Battle was 
joined as ever between the Mallock U2s of 
Malcolm Jackson and Nick Adams, the former 
making a super start and capitalising on it to stay 
just far enough in front of championship leader 
Adams throughout. Peter Deal in the Pink 
Panther Gryphon headed a struggle for fourth 
between the Hustler of Richard Groombridge and 
its former driver Vernon Davies, back in his own 
U2, but it was a largely processional race. 

After some last minute advice from Royale 
RP21 experts Rad Dougall and John Bright, 
novice Graham North took his version to a flag to 
flag win in the consolation FF1600 race. He 
shared fastest lap with Carlton Tingling, who 
came through impressively from the back of the 
grid in his Dulon MP15 to take second on the 
ninth lap only to spin off at Gerards for the last 
time. He had just carved his a Ree a keen 
contest between the Merlyns of Chris Garraway 
and Tim Knight, and: Pete Digby’s Hawke 
DL11/12, which sorted itself into a Hawke 
sandwich on the last lap with Garraway on top. 
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Syd Fox was altogether rather embarrassed 
about winning the consolation FF2000 event, 
finding himself in it after a variety of problems 
with the works Palliser in practice including a 
fractured oil pipe, a detached gear knob and 
closed-up points. For two laps Andrew Peach’s 
Ray FF276, which Kenny Gray had qualified for 
the APG race proper, led before Fox was through 
from the third row and running away with it. 
Davina Galica’s Elden PH18 also gave trouble in 
practice, but she made amends by coming 
through to second, chased by Richard Piper, 
getting in some extra practice for the main race 
with his Sark. It was as well he did, for the 
throttle pedal jammed on the last lap and he was 
able to rectify this for the one which mattered. 
Frank Bradley also ran his Elden in both races, 
coming in third after starting on the back row but 
the practice of running the same car in two races 
spoils it for the non-qualifiers and ought to be 
discouraged. Ray Mallock had a whirl in the new 
FF2000 Mallock Mk18E but, after starting on the 
front row, fell back to seventh with maladjusted 
timing. 

Eighteen cars, none of them hopeless also rani, 
made up an impressive grid for the Tricentrol 
Super Saloon final. Under the lenses of Vauxhall’s 
film cameras, Gerry Marshall took the Firenza- 
Repco into an immediate lead from Tony Rosen’s 
Frox Blue Jeans Capri-Chevrolet but it was Nick 
Whiting, from pole position, who was up into 
second at the end of the first lap in his All Car 
Equipe Escort BDG. Fourth was Vince 
Woodman’s 3.4 Capril V6 ahead of Bill Dryden’s 
Toleman/SMT Firenza, Alistair Thompson’s im- 
proving F1 Iso-based Cortina Mk3-Ford V8 and 
Gordon Mayers in the Jaguar XJ8. Charging up 
behind came Tony Strawson’s fearsome 7.2 Capri- 
Chevrolet while Colin Hawker, on only his second- 
ever visit to Mallory, was settling down in ninth 
with the DFVW, another Toleman Group entry. 
On the second lap Marshall almost appeared to 
lose the Firenza at-Devils Elbow (or He he was 
playing to the cameras!) but he was not throwing 
off Whiting’s steady little Escort lightly. 
Strawson, who had nudged Mick Hill’s VW Beetle 
at the hairpin on the first lap and retired it with 
damaged rear cate a) “T didn’t feel a thing,” 
said Strawberry) himself retired a few laps later 
with a rod through the block but Hawker, his 

ractice ignition troubles cured, was making 

tter progress and was soon fourth, chasing 
Rosen. As Marshall and Whiting settled for first 
and second places in the race and the champion- 
ship, Hawker made a final effort to oust Rosen 
and only failed by 0.2s. 


Both Ian Taylor and Tiff Needell had a brace o! 
cars to choose from for the final, all-important 
round of the APG FF2000 championship and, 
while Ian was happy a to take pole position 
with his regular car, Tiff needed both his and 
ended up on the outside of the third row in Mac 
McKinstry’s new Hawke DL16 into which had 
been inserted the Holbay from the DL14 after 
practice. Undismayed and determined to win, 
Needell streaked off the line and astounded 
Taylor by taking the lead round the outside at 
Gerards. Slotting into third was Adrian Reynard, 
returning to the formula with one of his own cars 
to prove a point or two, with a still stiff and sore 
Geoff Friswell fourth in the Bates Hawke DL14. 
Reynard retired with an electrical short after only 
four laps but Friswell closed in on the two cham- 
pionship contenders, while Bernard Vermilio 
worked through to fourth after his Merlyn Mk28 
had been badly boxed in at the start. On the 
fourth lap Taylor made his bid for the lead as they 
came out of Gerards, while Friswell thought he 
saw a gap on the other side of Needell. For a few 
seconds we had the first three men in the cham- 
pionship side by side on Stebbe Straight before 

aylor edged ahead into the Esses and Friswell 
had to drop back to third again. Almost at once 
Taylor opened up a few yards over his rival, who 
was having to contend with constant pressure 
from Friswell until the latter’s engine lapsed on to 
three cylinders at half distance and he had to 
retire. With Vermilio now closing in, Needell made 
a supreme effort to get on terms with Taylor 
again, but it was not possible and the Dulon 
driver came home a delighted winner, back in the 
Hmelignt again after two years in the cold. 
Vermilio was only 0.4s behind a disappointed 
Needell at the finish while Stuart Baird's well- 
driven Hawke DL14 headed Oscar Notz’s Crosslé 
31F, Rad Dougall’s Hawke DL16 and Frank 
Sytner’s Dulon MP18 in the next, closely- 
matched group. To Needell and Notz, who 
climbed from ninth on the first lap, went a new lap 
record. 

The a race of the day, although hardly de- 
serving of it, was the final round of the RAC 2- 
litre sports car championship, the seven sports 
cars fortunately swollen to a 20-car grid by 
Clubmen’s cars. Missing was John Lepp, already 
champion, whose Hart engine had Tiswe in 
private practice and been replaced by Geoff 

ichardson’s experimental, turbo BDA. Alas, the 
interesting combination came to an end when the 
March 75S throttle stuck at the hairpin in 
practice, causing front end damage sufficient to 
make Lepp a non-runner for the rest of the day. 
Sports car honour was upheld capably by Iain 

cLaren in the ex-works Chevron B26, which 
went straight to the front while the fast U2s of 
Nick Adams and Malcolm Jackson tucked in 
behind. Switching from the M & H Atlantic tyres 
to his regular Goodyear for this race, it was 
Adams’s turn to lead Jackson but he came 
unstuck at the hairpin on lap six and spun down to 
fourth behind Richard Groombri in the 
Hustler, which fell to the back of the field witha 
pit stop a lap later when the throttle jammed 
open. Jackson continued to harry McLaren, while 
Adams did his best to catch up again, until the 
latter suddenly found himself second once more 
when Jackson had a half shaft break on lap 20. 
The two clubmen’s cars shared fastest lap of the 
race, equalling their record. Third, and second 
setae car to finish, was the Chevron B31 of Tony 
Charnell who drove well to come from ninth on the 
first lap. Vernon Davies was delighted to finish in 
the money with his U2 in fourth place overall 
ahead of Ray Edge’s U2 and Peter Deal in the 
Pink Panther, the only other cars to go the full 25 
laps. Bob Marsland’s Chevron B31 dropped out of 
eigheh place when a drive shaft broke but 
otherwise the sports cars were well and truly 
humbled by the ‘‘obsolete”’ little front-engined 
cars. Who wants Sports 2000 when Clubmen’s can 
be so good? 

Nigel Mansell was head and shoulders above 
the other aspiring Stars of Tomorrow in the main 
FF 1600 race with his Hawke DL11, but just as he 
was moving nicely into the lead from pole position 
he found himself the innocent victim of some 
bumping and boring between James Weaver in 
Matthew Argenti’s Royale RP21 and Roy James 
in a similar car. Although Mansell continued in 
his damaged car at the back of the field to collect 
his final signature for an international licence, the 
other two retired with surprisingly little atom 
in the circumstances. Sean Walker took over the 
lead in his Royale RP21 until, on the last lap, he 
was overtaken by David Leslie’s very rapid 
Crosslé 16F round the outside of Gerards. Down 
into the hairpin they went where Walker made a 
desperate bid up the inside, forcing Leslie wide to 
avoid an accident, and the Royale driver came 
across the line a rather lucky winner from a 
justifiably upset Leslie, with David Sears (Van 
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Diemen RF 76) a close third, making up time well 
after being delayed by the first lap nonsense. 

As seems to be his wont, Paul Haywood- 
Halfpenny made a ge start to the cheaper 
Radio One race in his Mazda RX3 but John 
Brindley was in his habitual lead on the second 
lap and seemed to be set for yet another win. He 
had reckoned without Alan Minshaw, who is 
rapidly adjusting to being a Rotarian, and after 
disposing of m Freeman and Haywood- 
halfpenny, was catching Brindley with his Man- 
chester Liners RX8. On the last lap the red car 
nosed ahead of the blue one on Stebbe, but 
Brindley held his line for the Esses. Minshaw 
tried again as the two cars rushed down Devils 
Elbow towards the line, drew level and the two 
cars crossed the line abreast. A few more inches 
and Minshaw would have won. Danny Alderton 
consolidated his rovisional championship 
victory with another class win in the Honda Civic. 

The “tyresome” saga of the Kleber RS tubeless 
rubber continued throughout practice, with the 
Stewards faced with the impossible task of 
sorting out yet another RAC hash to everyone’s 
satisfaction. In the end only Simon Watson was 
left out in the cold with his BMW although 
Derrick Brunt had to send away for legal tyres 
and start from the back of the grid with his BMW. 
Without the RS, the Capris seemed to be back in 
business and it was the Industrial Control 
Services Ford of Phil Dowsett which took the 
early lead from Tony Lanfranchi’s Mayfair Opel 
Gsie and Ivan Dutton’s Century Oils Capri. Two 
laps were — for Lanfranchi in second place 
before he took the lead at the hairpin and drew out 
a couple of seconds over the pe before the flag 
to confirm his class win in the c mpionship. His 
car’s owner, Gerry Marshall, did likewise in the 
Vauxhall class despite the loss of top gear for the 
last two laps so that he had to give best to the 
Opel of Noel Edmonds (another of the day’s good 
drives from near the back of the grid) and the 
Dolomite Sprint of Bob Saunders. David Taylor’s 
was the best of the BMWs in fourth overall 
behind Dutton and ahead of Brian Pepper in the 
General Relays Opel, while Brunt entertained the 
crowd by rearing through the pack from the back 
of the grid to sixth before spinning into the bank 
at Gerards at half distance. 


IAN TITCHMARSH 


BRSCC Dunlop Star of Tomorrow Formula Ford 1600 Champion- 
ship round (10 laps): 1, Sean Walker (Royale-IWR RO21), 8m 54.8s, 
90.87mph; 2, David Leslie (Crosslé-Rowland 16F), 8m 55.0s; 3. 
David Sears (Van Diemen-Scholar RF76), 8m 55.6s; 4, John Harlow 
i Hg PH8), 8m 57.2s; 5, Bernard Lingard (Palliser-Minis- 
ter:WDF2), 9m 0.6; 6, Mike Colin (Image-Aldon FF2B), 9m 3.2s. 
Fastest lap: Leslie, 51.6s, 94.19mph. 

BBC Radio One Production Saloon Car Championship round up to 
£2000 (10 noe : 1. Alan Minshaw (2.0 Mazda RX3 Coupé)and John 
Brindley (2.0 Mazda RX3 Coupé), 10m 19.2s; 78.49mph 3, Ron 
Freeman (2.0 Mazda RX3 Coupé), 10m 21.2s; 4, Paul Haywood- 
pine ag? (2.0 Mazda RX3 Coupé), 10m 22.4s. £1601 to £2000 
class: 1, Minshaw and Brindley; 78.49mph 3, Freeman. Fastest lap: 
Minshaw, 1m 0.6s, 80.20mph. Up to £1600 class: 1, Danny 
Atderton (1.2 Honda Civic), 75.09mph; 2, Pete Smith (1.2 Honda 
Civic); 3, Roger Turner (1.2 Lada 1200). Fastest lap: Alderton, 1m 
3.6s, 76.41mph. 

BBC Radio One Production Saloon Car Championship round over 
£2000 = laps): 1, Tony Lanfranchi (2.8 Opel Commodore GS/E), 
10m 0.2s, 80.97mph; 2, Phil Dowsett (3.0 Ford Capri Il), 10m 2.6s; 
* 3, Ivan Dutton (3.0 Ford Capri Il), 10m 6.2s; 4, David Taylor (3.0 
BMW Si), 10m 6.4s. Over £2400 class: 1. Lanfranchi, 80.97mph; 2, 
Dowsett; 3, Dutton. Fastest lap: Lanfranchi, 59.0s, 82.37mph. 
£2001 to £2400 class: 1, Gerry Marshall (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum 
pnp 78.31mph; 2, Barrie Williams (2.3 Vauxhall Firenza SL); 3, 
Jeff Allam (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum Coupé). Fastest lap: Marshall, 1m 
0.4s, 80.46mph. 

Sytner of Nottingham Clubmen's Sports Car Cinmpiceite round 
(10 laps): 1, Malcolm yay U2-Arden/Holbay Mk14), 7m 
38.6s, 105.97mph; 2, Nick Adams (Mallock U2-Davron Mk18), 7m 
40.2s; 3, Peter Deal LP sy ge C4A), 7m 50.6s; 4, Richard 
Groombridge (Hustler-| SS4A), 7m 52.4s; 5, Vernon Davies 
Mallock U2-Holbay Mk14/18), 7m 52.4s; 6, Martin Mansell (Mallock 

2-Abbott Mk16), 7m 56.2s. Fastest lap: Jackson, 44.8s, 
108.48mph pues record), 

‘ord 1600 consolation (10 laps): 1, Graham North 
Royale-Bartram RP21), 9m 12.2s, 88.01mph; 2, Chris Garraway 
Merlyn-Oselli Mk20/29), 9m 18.6s; 3, Pete Digby (Hawke-Minister 

L11/12), 9m 18.8s. Fastest lap: North and Carlton Tingling (Dulon- 
Scholar MP15), 53.8s, 90.33mph. ° 

Formula Ford 2000 consolidation (10 taps): 1, Syd Fox (Palliser- 
Holbay P742), 8m 17.4s, 97.71mph; 2, Davina Galica (Elden-Nelson 
PH18), 8m 25.4s; 3, Frank Bradley (Elden-Brown PH18), 8m 28.6s. 
Fastest lap: Fox, 48.4s, 100.41mph. 

BRSCC Tricentro! Super Saloon Car Championship final round (15 
ae 1, Gerry Marshall (5.0 Vauxhall Firenza-Repco V8), 12m 18.6s, 

.70mph; 2, Nick Whiting (2.0 Ford Escort BDG), 12m 26.6s; 3, 
Tony Rosen (5.0 Ford Capri-Chevrolet V8), 12m 32.6s; 4, Colin 
Hawker (3.0 Volkswagen 1600-Cosworth DFV), 12m 32.8s; 5, Bill 
Dryden (2.5 Vauxhall Firenza t/c), 12m 39.6s; 6, Vince Woodman 
of fea pape GA V6), 12m 40.6s. Fastest lap: Marshall, 47.8s, 

.67mph. 

Allied Polymer Formula Ford 2000 Championship final round (20 
laps): 1, lan Taylor (Dulon-Nelson MP18), 16m 8.2s, 100.39mph; 2, 
Tiff Needell (Hawke-Holbay DL16), 16m 10.2s; 3, Bernard Vermilio 
ov tap Mk28), 16m 10.6s; 4, Stuart Baird (Hawke-Scholar 

L14), 16m 17.6s; 5, Oscar Notz (crosslé-Titan 31F), 16m 18.0s; 6, 
Rad Dougall (Hawke-Scholar DL16), 16m 20.2s. Fastest lap: Needeli 
and Notz, 47.4s, 102.53mph Record). 

RAC 2-litre Sports Car Championship final round and fully 
modified Clubmen's (25 laps): 1, lain McLaren (2.0 Chevron- 
Hart/Ford B26/31 BDA), 19m 18.4s, 104.88mph; 2, Nick Adams (1.6 
Mallock U2-Davron/Ford Mk18), 19m 20.0s; 3, Tony Charnell (2.0 
Chevron-Nicholson/Ford B31 FVC), 19m 31.6s; 4, Vernon Davies 
he Mallock U2-Holbay/Ford Mk14/18), 19m 37.6s; 5, Ray Edge (1.6 

allock Us-Davron/Ford Mk17B), 19m 39.6s; 6, Peter Deal (1.6 
Gryphon-Abbott/Ford C4A), 19m 41.4s. 2-litre Sports Cars class: 1, 
McLaren, 104.88mph; 2, Charnell; 3, lan Bracey (2.0 Lola- 
Richardson/Ford T294S FVC). Fastest lap: ‘McLaren 45.0s, 
108.00mph (record). Clubmen’s class: 1, Adams, 104.74mph; 2, 
Davies; 3, Edge. Fastest lap: Adams and Malcom Jackson (1.6 
Mallock U2-Arden/Holbay Mk14), 44.8s, 108.48mph (equals record). 
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Hall holds 
his ground 


With an entry ranging from Morgan Three 
Wheelers and MG T-Types to some good F2 
and Atlantic specification Libre machinery, 
there was exceptional variety for the end of 
season crowd who enjoyed the Autumn sun- 
shine at the BRSCC(N)’s finale at Croft on 
Sunday. The racing was not always wildly 
exciting but Duncan Hall (Laidlaw Hawke- 
Scholar DL15) won an intensely competitive 
Tate Formula Ford 1600 Championship 
round and Andy Barton ended the day with 
a fairly dramatic last lap move which gave 
him the edge over Northern Libre Champion 
Derek Cook after another fine duel between 
thses hibitual rivals The organisers did 
extremely well to finish the meeting nearly 


‘20 minutes ahead of schedule after an early 


delay while half a dozen 850 Minis were 
swept up. 

The occasion for all the sweeping up was the first 
lap of the Leyland Cars National Mini Challenge 
round which was spoilt by an enormous incident 
at Tower on the first lap. Graham Child shot away 
from pole position but ran wide at Tower and in 
swerving back into line appeared to set off a chain 
reaction which put Chris Tyrrell’s newly rebuilt 
car into the Armco (with damage to the nose of 
both car and driver), and which also eliminated 
Terry Pudwell, Tony Styles and Child. Since two 
other competitors also left the fray on that first 
> it was a very strung out and depleted remnant 
which now followed Graham Wenham’s 
Micktuned machine. Behind him Graham 
Woskett caught up and passed Martin Goodall 
and by lap 8 the Ripspeed car was challeng- 
ing Wenham, only to drop back to third (by 0.2s) 
at the finish. : 

Chris Meek ——— his hold on the Direct 
Tapes Production Sports car series with a flag to 
flag win in the Bika Europa — without serious 
challenge. Although TVR employee Stewart 
Halstead had his 3000M safe in second place there 
was no joy for Team Burgess. Colin Blower was a 
non-arrival thanks to a blown engine and Rod 
Gretton’s sister 3000M suffered from diff trouble. 
The rest of the field was headed by Malcolm 
Wayne, having an outing in the rather stiffly sus- 
— ex-John Laer Motors Europa, and 

hris_ Alford’s superbly consistent Gelaten 
Hazell-sponsored TVR 1600M which duly won the 
£3,000 division. Meek’s team-mate ‘Valli’ had sus- 
os half-shaft failure on the start line which 
eft a good scrap for Spridget honours. The 
verdict went to Dave Karaskas from Peter Hiley 
and Peter ay 4 who had led the trio for some dis- 
tance. After the race the cars of Meek, Gretton, 
Alford, Karaskas and ‘Valli’ were sealed for eligib- 
ae scrutiny at the a of the BRSCC. 

fter finishing second in class to Chris Alford, 
Gerry Brown hopped out of his MGB and into the 
Oliver Rix Garages MG TC and proceeded to walk 
away with the interesting event for MG T-Types 
and the remarkably fast Recetas Three Wheelers. 
In the early stages Bill Tuer and Stuart Harper 
has their JAP-engined Morgans in second and 
third places but the reliability of the old trikes 
was not equal to their s and both retired 
leaving second to Alastair Naylor’s absolutely 
et TC, but only by 0.8s, from Nick Taylor’s 

. Bob Angel was a distant fourth in the onl 
reasonably healthy still 
running. 

The absent Peter Harrington has already won 
the Tate Trophy but the final round of the series 
was probably the best. Edinburgh driver Duncan 
Hall found a way past Chris Lawson’s Van 
Diemen RF78 on the first lap and thereafter the 
Hawke driver managed to hold at bay the balance 
of a seven car train jockeying for position behind 
him. him. Potential challenger Cameron Binnie 
spun his Coquetdale Royale RP21 at Spa on lap 
two so was right out of contention. In the end it 
was Tony Barley (Royale RP21) who forged his 
way forward to come within 0.2s of Hall at the 
finish. Another second back came Graeme 
Frankland’s old — Mk11A (minus nosecone 
after a lap four incident), with Lawson (after a 
particularly good drive), Alan 


sounding Morgan 


Stringer’s 


irrepressible Applegarth. 


Greenham Crosslé and Mick Starkey’s ATS 
Merlyn filling the rest of the point scoring places. 
Andy Smith’s ASM Elan had no difficulty in 
winning a rather mediocre Modified Sports Car 
event from John Mackie’s similar and very smart 
Elan. The latter had a fair dice with John Kirk’s 
Davrian until the latter’s retirement on lap seven, 
but it was Gary Wilson, who had clinched the 
NSCC’s Dick Protheroe Championship the pre- 
vious week, who finished third. Fifth, behine Mike 
Taylor’s Elan was the only car in the big class, 
Paul Pycroft’s repcoans De Tomaso Pantera. 

A crowded grid of Special Saloons augured well 
for the Troy Tire and Auto Centres event. How- 
ever, it was still Jim Evans’s Escort Turbo which 
lunged away after its habitual slow initial get- 
away to lead Mike Newman’s impressive Holden 
& Hartley Vauxhall Firenza. The latter tried hard 
to hand on, possibly aided by a little tactical use 
of yellow flags, and at the end he was still only 
11.2s adrift of the Turbo — not much by recent 
standards. Doug Emms (Chevrolet Camaro Z28) 
continued his successful and consistent form with 
third place ahead of Peter Pitman’s Escort FVC 
and Keith Bowmaker’s Track Tune Escort V8. All 
the Championship class leaders scored again for 
Ian Rogerson got the better of a race-long 1300 
Mini battle with Owen Corrigan for sixth overall 
and John Tully’s Mini easily won the 1000cc cate- 
gory. 

The rospect of Andy Barton v Derek Cook v 
Kim Mather was one to hold the interest of the 
crowd to the end of the programme. Cook’s 
Swindon BDX- engined Chevron made a suc 
cessful play for the lead as the flag fell and for lap 
after lap Barton’s BDG-powered March just 
could not find a way to pass the Chevron while 
Mather gradually fell away in third place, the 
Haydock driver's Atlantic engine not having 
enough power to match the leaders. On the last 
lap eae and Barton came up to lap Joe 
Applegarth’s pushrod Ford-engined Brabham (for 
the first time) and Tom Dootson’s F3 :arch- 
Holbay/Pinto 733 (for the second time) and a very 
crowded moment ensued where Barton seized his 
opportunity and slipped past to win.’ Warren 
Booth’s Lotus 69 rose to a good fourth in the 
early stages but retired when a broken rose joint 
in the rear suspension made the handling dis- 
tinctly spooky, while the Dave Muter Lotus 69 
went out with dire engine maladies after smoking 
fairly profusely. Thus, despite lacking bottom 
gear, and gradually becoming accustomed to his 
Atlantic Brabham BT38, John Simpson took an 
encouraging fourth place after overtaking the 
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Leyland Cars National Mini 850 Challenge round (10 laps): 
1, Graham Wenham, 15m 33.8s, 67.47mph; 2, Martin Goodall, 15m 
34.2s; 3, Graham Woskett, 15m 34.4s; 4, Chris Lewis, 15m 59.0s; 
5, Mike Le gf 16m 28.0s; 6, Paul Robinson, 17m 10.2s. Fastest 
lap: Goodall, 1m 30.0s, 70.00mph. 

Direct Tapes Production Sports Car Championship round (10 
laps): 1, Chris Meek (1.6 Lotus Europe Special), 13m 47.6s, 
76.12mph; 2, Stewart Halstead (3.0 TVR 3000M), 14m 26.85: 
3, Malcolm Wayne gs Lotus Europa Special), 14m 58.45: 4, Cc 
Alford (1.6 TVR 1600M), 15m 10.4s. £3 


hris’ 


Tate Trophy Formula bord 1600 er ig P round $2 laps): 

2.6s, 82.84mph; 

2, Tony Barley (Royale-Brown eg! 15m_ 12.8s; 3, Graeme 
m 


‘ y k20A), 
15m 18.4s. Fastest lap: Barley, Lawson and Starkey, 1m 14.4s, 


84.68mph. 

Modified Sports Cars (10 laps): 1, Andy Smith i 6 Lotus Elan), 
12m 37.8s, 83.14mph; 2, John Mackie (1.6 Lotus Elan), 12m 58.0s; 
3, Gary Wilson (1.5 Austin Healey Sprite), 13m 20.6s; 4, Mike Taylor 
(6 Lotus Elan), 13m 39.6s, Over B00bce: 1, Paul Pycroft (5.8 De 

omaso Pantera), 74.59mph; no other starters. Fastest Gp: lm 
22.0s, 76.84mph. 1501 to 2000cc: 1, Smith; 2, Mackie; 3, aa 
Fastest lap; Smith, 1m 14.4s, 84.68mph. 1151 to 1500cc: 1, Wi r 
78.69mph: 2, Ronnie Grice (1.4 Austin Healey Sprite); 3, Dave 
Abram (1.4 MG Midget). Fastest lap: credited erroneously. to 
1150cc: no finishers. Fastest lap: John Kirk (1.1 Davrian-Carter; mp 
MkS5), 1m 15.8s, 83.1 —. 

— Tire and Auto Centres Special Saloon Car Cha 

fe laps); overall and over 1300cc: 1, Jim Evans (2.0 Ford 
Escort RS2000 Turbo), 12m 26.2s; 84.38mph; 2, Mike Newman (2.3 
Vauxhall Firenza t/c), 12m 35.0s; 3, Doug Emms (6.1 Chevrolet 
Camaro Z28), 13m 03.0s; 4, Peter Pitman (2.0 Ford Escort FVC), 
13m 05.6s. Fastest lap: Evans, 1m 12.0s, 87.50mph. 1001 to 
1300cc: 1, lan Rogerson (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), age 2, Owen 
Corrigan (1.3 Mini-Cooper S); no other finishers. Fastest lap: 
Rogerson and Corrigan, 1m 20.4s, 78.36mph. Up to 1000cc; 
1, John Tully (1.0 Mini-Cooper S), 72,93mph; 2, Colin Flynn (1.0 
Mini-Cooper S); 3, David Haigh (1.0 Mini-Cooper S). Fastest jap: 
te 1m 23.6s, 75.15mph. 

BRSCC Northern Formule Libre Cha round (10 laps): 
1, Andy Barton (2.0 March-Barton B 73B/75B), 10m 48.4s, 
97.16mph; 2, Derek Cook (2.0 Chevron-Swindon BDX B27), 10m 
49,2s; 3, Kim Mather (1.6 March-Richardson BDA 752/B), 11m 
29.2s; 4, John Simpson gG 6 Brabham-Swindon BDA BT38), 9 laps; 
5, Joe Applegarth (1.6 Brabham-Ford BT23C), 9 laps; 6, Charles 
Munro (1.9 Chevron-FVC B25), 9 laps. Fastest lap: Cook, 1m 02.4s, 
100.96mph. 
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road test a ee WEA eg 
by John Bolster 


me ; + 
ee we ge Os 
The Turbo is quite simply the smoothest, 


911 SPORTOMATIC/TURBO 


quietest and most flexible Porsche yet offe 


i. 
sila: 


oc 
red to the customers. 


Tale of two Porsches 


Our lucky readers are getting two road tests for 
the price of one, and Porsche road tests at that! 
pealiy. I was scheduled to test a car with the 
well-loved five-speed gearbox, but as that was 
most unfortunately damaged in an accident, I was 
offered the 911 Sportomatic, the best sporting of 
Porsches, in its place. As nearly half the Porsches 
sold have this transmission, such a test must be 
of value to quite a number of piostertive pur- 
chasers. However, to complete the picture, John 
Aldington offered me a short test of the Turbo in 
addition — lucky me! 

The Porsche car, in all its forms, is of the great- 
est technical interest, because it breaks every 
rule. With a flat-six engine hanging out the back, 
it holds the road and handles far better than most 
of the new generation of mid-engined cars. It was 
not always thus, and I can remember, in the 
distant past, trying the original little 1100cc 
model, Bari roved to be alarmingly twitchy at a 
mere 80mph. Macdiaes, one feels utterly safe in 
the Turbo at double that speed, which is a remark- 
able example of engineering progress, though 
credit must also be given to the tyre technicians. 
What the Porsche dnalanate have done is to ex- 
ploit the maximum possibilities of these brilliant 
new tyres. 


The 911 Sportomatic 

The model which was submitted for test was the 
911 Lux Targa. This has a. body with a detachable 
toof, but the steel rollover hoop remains in posi- 
tion, being an integral part of the pressed-steel 
construction. The roof contracts in size in a most 
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ingenious manner, becoming small enough for 
easy storage in the front boot. The rear seats are 
of attractive appearance but too small for adults, 
though ideal for children. Normally, they fold to 
provide a useful luggage platform. 

The engine is the usual air-cooled flat-six, of 2.7 
litres in this instance and developing 165bhp. Ina 
small and slippery body shell, that is more than 
sufficient for an easy 130mph performance. With 
dry-sump lubrication and fuel injection, this 
engine is just as advanced technically as the 
200bhp unit of the Carrera. 

Actually, the Sportomatic transmission is not 
so much an automatic as a two-pedal three-speed 
manual, with a torque converter in series. 
Absolutely any method of oH be be adopted. 
The car can start from a standstill in top gear and 
stay in that gear all day. Alternatively, if speeds 
below 95mph are to be used, it can do the same 
thing in second with more rapid acceleration in 
reserve. Again, it can be treated as a completely 
manual box, with maxima of 58, 97, and 130 plus 
mph on the gears and an extremely rapid change. 
By releasing the lever halfway through, the purist 
can double-declutch, and he can perform the heel- 
and-toe routine like a racing driver. 

The lever is in the centre of the cockpit, with the 
usual ball-type articulation. It seemed a little odd 
to me at first, as the gearlever positions are not 
those of the traditional three-speed box. However, 
that will not worry the younger generation, who 
have probably never driven a car with less than 
four gears. First is in the middle and forward, 
with second straight back and top forward to the 
right. Against a spring, reverse is to the left and 


back, with a parking lock opposite. ; 

It will be understood that there is a servo-op- 
perated clutch in addition to the torque converter, 
which only frees when the driver grasps the lever. 
With the car in any gear, there is normally some 
creep at idling speed unless the brakes are app- 
lied, but most automatic addicts prefer this con- 
dition as it makes slow-speed manoeuvres like 


Facing page — Top: unmistakable rear view of the 
Turbo. Left: interior, Turbo; Above right: Targa; 
Below right: both cars, several detail bodyshell 
differences. 
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| This week's 


centre spread 


The Swinford Motors/Squire Steel 
Stockholders Porsche 911 of John 
Cooper is the car to beat in modsports 
currently. Cooper drives the most 
sophisticated car in modsports and 
regularly leads the over 2000cc class 
to victory and outright victory too. 
Cooper previously drove a BMW 
3.0 Si with considerable verve, 
although his driving style is some- 


what tamed by the smart Porsche. 
Photo: David Winter. 
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continued from page 32 


ae particularly easy. Since Huschke Von 
anstein lent me a pre-production Sportomatic at 
the Nurburgring many years ago, the engine has 
gained so much torque that one gear has been re- 
moved, yet the performance has improved 
greatly. The high first gear is noticeable only at 
the moment of starting, when wheelspin certainly 
cannot be achieved. Thereafter, the performance 
is most satisfactory, and a 0-60mph time of 7.8s is 
pretty remarkable after a very gentle getaway. 
The 911 reaches a genuine 120mph on any 


reasonable straight. Thereafter, acceleration be-. 


comes more gradual but the car will exceed 
130mph on a sufficient length of road. The 911 is 

erhaps not silent as the term is understood at 
Eons, but it’s very quiet for a sports car and 

ositively inaudible by earlier Porsche standards, 

lhe exception is the detachable roof which, al- 
though it fits beautifully and has a smooth ex- 
terior, created a lot of wind noise above 90mph, 
which becomes somewhat overpowering at 
120mph. Nevertheless, it’s delightful to be able to 
remove the top and enjoy the sea breezes or the 
highland scenery. 

Although the ride is fairly firm, the bumps are 
soaked up extremely well and there is none of the 
pitching that rear-engined cars usually exhibit. In 
normal road driving, even when pressing-on 
pretty hard, the handling response is largely 
neutral. On a racing circuit, one would eventually 
be able to get the tail right out, especially on a 
really long curve. This Porsche is much less sen- 
sitive to lifting the accelerator in a corner than its 
predecessors were, however. Side winds on ex- 
— motorways can still be felt at high speeds, 

ut there’s none of the alarming behaviour of the 
old swing-axle cars. The brakes, in spite of having 
no servo, are certainly not objectionably heavy to 
operate and can stand any amount of hard use. 

All Porsches for the British market are fitted 
with equipment which would be regarded as 
“extra’’ elsewhere. It is therefore extraordinary 
that these luxuriously equipped and beautifully 
made cars should have no eyeball ventilators, or 
fresh air ducts separate from the heating system. 
When there are so many practical features, such 
as the warmed front screen and external driving 
mirror, the latter adjustable from inside the car, 
the electrically raised windows, the headlamp 
washers, and the stereo radio, the omission of an 
independent ventilation system seems curious. 

As for the Sportomatic transmission, I grew 
quite fond of it. For the man who is frequently 
met at the station or airport by his wife or 
daughter, or who does much of his driving in 
London or Paris, there’s a lot of logic in the 
system. 


The Turbo 
The Porsche Turbo must not be confused with the 
competition cars of the marque. There’s nothing 
hairy about it and it’s simply the smoothest, 
uietest and most flexible Porsche yet offered to 
the customers. It’s only after saying this, which 
may surprise some readers, that I will admit to its 
also being the fastest production model. 

Although it’s a luxury car par excellence with 
all the lavish equipment of the other models and 
refrigerated air conditioning too, an enormous 
amount of racing know-how has gone into its 
design. There is built-in aerodynamic stability 
and the chassis, with its huge, low-profile tyres, 
has been developed to the point where its hand- 
ling and roadholding are far ahead of the terrific 
performance. The engine, in its present 3-litre 
260bhp form, is considerably de-rated by Porsche 
standards — after all, their 2.1-litre racing turbo 
develops 450bhp — so think how much more 
power they can give us when they reckon that 
we're fit to handle it! 

Nevertheless, as it is catalogued today the 
Turbo makes a virtually ideal road car. To my 
mind, the whole point of the turbocharging 
system is that it is making use of energy that is 
normally thrown away with the exhaust gases. 
This means, ee simply, that the Porsche uses 
far less petrol than the other exotica. There may 
be those that approach its performance, but to do 
so they need so much fuel that even the very rich 
must be shocked. 

What is the Turbo like to drive? It will whisper 
through the traffic at walking pace and never 
cough or misfire. At low revs, before the boost 
comes in, it has the advantage of the low static 
compression ratio that a blown engine must have. 
The only thing to remember is that those huge 


Facing page — Top: Smooth rear quarters, Targa. 
Above left: interior Targa. Below left: Turbo. Near 
left: purposeful front profile, Turbo. 
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tyres make the car wider behind, and a little extra 
space must be allowed noone ney- 

An astonishing feature is the low revs at which 
full boost is felt and even when driving extremely 
fast, one need never go up to the red mark on the 
rev-counter. The acceleration is tremendous, but 
it is entirely controllable and with those tyres, 
plus rearward weight distribution, traction can 
never be broken. The actual acceleration is far 
greater than the figures, exciting though they are, 
would suggest, because one cannot spin the 
wheels for a racing getaway. 

From the general feeling, I expected to do 0- 
60mph in 4.5s and was bitterly disappointed with 
“only’’ 6.0s. The reason is that the engine must be 
under heavy load to generate full boost, so the car 
makes a ae pieces gentle getaway before 
surging forward magnificently. Again, the change 
into second calls for a momentary easing of the 
accelerator at 50mph or so, which allows the boost 
to drop, and it’s an appreciable moment before it 
is fully restored. Obviously, an automatic trans- 
mission, giving power-sustained changes, would 

eatly improve the overall acceleration figures. 

n the road, however, the effect is scarcely notice- 
able and the incredible range on each gear renders 
four speeds ample. Indeed, for the above stated 
reason, the four-speed box probably gives better 
acceleration than the usual five-speed unit found 
on Porsches. My 0-100mph in 13.0s was done with 
lots of wheelspin, probably due toa patch of oil on 
the road. In spite of sliding almost broadside, it 
was better than the 13.2s I recorded on a more 
orthodox attempt. 

As regards the maximum speed, the makers 
claim 155mph and this seems very close to the 
mark. I usually make several timed runs, but on 
this occasion, with the speedometer just passin; 
the 160mph mark one of the rear tyres aeaited: 
As the speedometer is only slightly optimistic, I 
would guess that the claimed maximum of 
155mph was in the bag, but with just a (slightly 
illegal?) emergency spare in the boot, further 
attempts were obviously impossible. 

The cause of the flat tyre has yet to be estab- 
lished, but I’m almost glad it happened, for 
nothing else could give frcater roof of the 
incredible stability of the Turbo. The noise and 
vibration were tremendous but the car never 
deviated an inch, pulling up without the slightest 
drama. 

It’s difficult to describe the ride, for although it 
seems hard at first, it proves outstandingly 
comfortable on a long, fast run. The cornering 
power is very high indeed and one is not really 
conscious of steering the car. Somehow one 
merely seems to think, and the thought is 
translated into the necessary change of direction. 
Where this Porsche is so outstanding is the way 
in which it will accept full throttle coming out of a 
corner. It’s possible to get full boost going before 
straightening up and with its immense traction, 
the Turbo simply rockets out of the bend and 
down the straight. Evidently, some of the 
stability and traction are due to the wing at the 
back and certainly this car is less affected by side 
winds than other Porsches. With all that accelera- 
tion on tap, the brakes are apt to have a hard 
time, but they seem capable of taking all that 
they are given. The peat ressure is not light, but 
most fast drivers distrust strong servo 
assistance, which may lock the wheels in an 
emergency. 

The Porsche Turbo is an outstanding car in so 
many ways. Its great speed is only one of its 
virtues and it is certainly one of the most refined 
high-performance cars that has yet been built. Its 
price places it so far out of most people’s reach 


that it can only be bought by the lucky few, but 
All that is visible of the Turbo engine. 


its message is very clear. Whether to win Le Mans 
or to propel a refined and economical sports car 
on the road, turbo-charging is the answer. 

One thing which the 911 Sportomatic and the 
Turbo have in common is the Porsche guarantee, 
which covers the mechanical parts for one year, 
irrespective of mileage. An additional SIX 
YEARS warranty applies to the chassis and body 
shell, which is totally protected against rust and 
corrosion. Service intervals, including oil changes 
are of 20,000kms; perhaps those high prices 
represent an investment, after all! 


Oo 


SPECIFICATION AND PERFORMANCE DATA 


Car tested: Porsche Lux Tange 911 Sportomatic coupé, price 
£10,499 including car tax and VAT. 
Engine: Six cylinders air-cooled horizontally-opposed, 90 x 70.4mm 
Geaice. Compression ratio 8.5 to 1. 165bhp DIN at 5800rpm 
ingle chain-driven overhead camshaft per bank. Bosch K-Jetronic 
fuel injection. Capacitor ignition. ; 
Transmission: Hydraulic torque converter, ratio at stall 2.19 to 1 
Single dry plate clutch, controlled by gearlever-operated contacts. 3- 
speed synchromesh gearbox, with central control, ratios 0.926, 
1.429 and 2.4 to 1. Spiral bevel final drive, ratio 3.375 to 1. 
Chassis: Combined steel body and chassis. Independent front 
suspension by Macpherson struts and lower wishbones, with torsion 
bars. Rack and pinion steering. Semi-trailing independent rear 
suspension arms, with torsion bars. Dual-circuit brakes with intern- 
ally-ventilated discs on all 4 wheels. Bolt-on light alloy wheels, fitted 
-185/70VR 15 tyres. 
Equipment: 12-volt lighting and starting. Speedometer. Rev. 
counter. Oil pressure, oil temperature, dry-sump tank level, and fuel 
gauges. Heating, demisting, rear window demisting, and external 
mirror demisting. Bleck ically: peiaee windows. 2-speed wind- 
screen wipers and washers. Flashing direction indicators with 
hazard warning. Headlight washers. Clock. Stereo radio. Reversing 
lights. Detachable roof. 
Dimensions: Wheelbase 7ft 5tin. Track 4ft 6in/4ft 7in. Overall length 
14ft lin. Width 5ft 5in. Weight 2470lbs + 33lbs for Sportsmatic 
transmission. 
Performance: Maximum speed 131mph. Speeds in gears, second 
97mph, first 58mph. Standing quarter-mile 16.4s. Acceleration: O- 
30mph 3.9s, 0-50mph 6.0s, 0-60mph 7.8s, O-80mph 11.9s, 0 
100mph 21.5s. 
Fuel consumption: 21 to 27mpg. 


Car ee: Porsche Turbo coupé, price £17,499 including car tax 
and VAT. 
Engine: Six-cylinder air-cooled horizontally-opposed 95 x 70.4mm 
Se2sce Compression ratio 6.5 to 1. 260bhp DIN at 5500rpm. 
ingle chain-driven camshaft per bank, operating inclined valves 
through rockers. Bosch K-Jetronic fuel injection. Capacitor 
discharge contactless ignition. 
Transmission: Single dry plate clutch. 4-speed synchromesh gearbox 
with central remote control, ratios 0.5663, 0.8929, 1.3043, and 
2.25 to 1. Hyphoid bevel final drive, ratio 4.0 to 1. 
Chassis: Combined steel body and chassis. Independent suspension 
of all 4 wheels by torsion bars, with MacPherson front geometry and 
semi-trailing arms at rear, anti-roll bars both ends. Rack and pinion 
steering. Dual-circuit brakes with internally-ventilated discs on all 4 
wheels. Bolt-on light alloy wheels, fitted 205/50 VR 15 front and 
225/50 VR 15 rear tyres. 
Equipment: 12-volt lighting and starting. Speedometer. Rev 
counter. Oil pressure, oil temperature, dry sump tank level, and fuel 
gauges. Clock. Heating, front and rear screen —a and 
external mirror demisting. Electrically-operated windows. Refrig- 
erated air conditioning. 2-speed windscreen wipers and washers 
Flashing direction indicators with hazard warning. Headlight 
washers. Stereo radio with electric tuning. Fog lights. Reversing 
lights. Electric sunshine roof. 
Dimensions: Wheelbase 7{t 5in. Track 4ft 8.5in/5ft lin. Overall 
length 14ft 2in. Width 6ft. Weight 2700ibs. 
Performance: Maximum speed 155mph. Speeds in gears, third 
130mph, second 88mph, first 52mph. Standing quarter-mile 14.15 
Acceleration: 0-30mph 2.8s, 0-SOmph 4.4s, 0-60mph 6.0s, 0-80mph 
8.4s, 0-100mph 13.0s, 0-120mph 19.4s. 
Fuel consumption: 15 to 25mpg. 
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The Salon ’76.... Citroen, Renault and Peugeot taking pride of place. 


SALON DE L’AUTOMOBILE 


Econom 


JOHN BOLSTER reviews the Paris show 


The Paris Motor Show of 1976 appeals parti- 
cularly for its artistic presentation and efficient 
stage management. At Earls Court, we scarcely 
raise an eyebrow if workmen are still noisily 
hammering nails when we arrive, and we stick to 
the wet paint. In Paris, everything was ready for 
the Press preview and this year the French had 
excelled themselves in picking beautiful girls, who 
wore special uniforms, most attractively designed 
but entirely different on each stand. 

Naturally, with super at £1.32 a gallon, the em- 
phasis is on economy, but if the most important 
new cars are the Citroén LN and the Ford Fiesta, 
the exotica are well represented, notably by 
Ferraris new 5-litre luxury car with automatic 
transmission. Traditionally, the Salon has always 
been the place to launch futuristic, and just plain 
crazy, designs and 1976 is no exception. This 
time, the inventors are chasing fuel economy, 
their lightweight vehicles sometimes having con- 
cealed pedals for the passengers to operate, thus 
augmenting the power of their 50cc mo-ped 
engines. Even if you have lost your licence you 
can drive one of these, but imagine venturin 
forth into the Paris traffic in such a fra 
contraption! 

Let us start with the products of the thrivin 
French motor industry. French designers sti 
place great emphasis on effective suspension, for 


The new Honda Accord. Perhaps this sleek FWD_hatchback can find favour 
in France, where its Japanese compatriots have not. 
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fast driving on bad roads has always been a 
national habit. Nowadays, aerodynamic stability, 
usually allied with front-wheel drive, is of almost 
equal importance, because the autoroutes tend to 
pass over the high ground, where they are ex- 
posed to fierce gales. These are practical virtues, 
and so is the insistence on mudguards that can be 
rapidly changed, for the driving in Paris renders 
this a number one priority. 

The politics of the French manufacturing setup 
are impossible for a mere Englishman to under- 
stand. Suffice it to say that though the Big Three 
are deadly rivals, Renault and Peugeot share 
engines while Citroén, after announcing that their 
cars and those of nee would be kept entirely 
separate, immediately presented a Citroén- 
Peugeot, or should one say a Peugeot-Citroén. 
The Citroén LN, for such the resulting vehicle is 
called, will definitely never be sold in England, so 
they say. Let us hope that this edict, too, proves 
false, as the LN is a most desirable little car. 

The body shell and suspension are those of the 
Peugeot 104 coupé, but the flat-twin engine and 
front-drive transmission come from the Citroén 
2CV6. Thus, the car has the fuel economy and 
superior balance of the boxer motor but the good 
looks of the Peugeot. No attempt has been made 
to produce an ultra-cheap car and there are many 
attractive details, such as the separate folding 


with style 


rear seats and lates opening hatch-back. Classi- 
fied as 3CV, the LN costs 17,500 Francs, com- 
pared with 12,700 for the 2CV Spécial at the 

ottom of the range. At the other end of the scale, 
the CX Prestige is a long-chassis car for cere- 
monial occasions and its 2400cc engine is now 
available for other CX models. 

Among the large display of Peugeots, from the 
104 to the lordly 604SL, there is a brilliantly- 

ainted 104ZS club racer, shown with all the go- 
aster components, such as cylinder head, cam- 
shaft, and paired twin-choked carburettors. The 
interest of the ancient firm in competitions is 
emphasised by a very dirty 504 from the African 
rallies. 

Renault have two new best-sellers, the big and 
spacious 20, which combines impressiveness with 
unexpected economy, and the 14, with its almost 
horizontal 1218cc transverse engine that has 
more than the flavour of Peugeot. Renault have 
an enormous display of competition cars, in- 
cluding the Formula 2 V6 Alpine-Renault with 
which Jean-Pierre Jabouille gained his champion- 
ship. Separate engines are shown, including the 
Turbo, a Formule Renault single-seater, and even 
a humble R4 adapted for Renault-Cross. The 


production Renault Alpine A310 is now on sale 
with the V6 engine, for which it was originally 


> 


The Matra Simca Bagheera certainly looks the part but it requires consider- 
ably more power to make it really interesting. 
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designed.The new Renault 5 Alpine has a 1397cc 
engine giving 93bhp and a five-speed gearbox. . 

Chrysler show the Simca 1307/8, mischievously 
called Alpine in England, where it was elected 
‘Car of the Year’ by some newspaper correspond- 
ents. The Matra-Simca Bagheera, with its three- 
abreast seating and mid-engine, still awaits a 
more powerful unit to fulfil its sporting image. 

Without any doubt, the Ford Fiesta is one of 
the most important cars at the Salon. Technically 
far more sophisticated than previous Fords, it is 
in direct opposition to the Polo, both cars 
having transverse engines and _front-drive. 
Though the ag a version of the Fiesta easily 
under-sells the , the more elaborate types of 
both makes are similarly priced. This will be a tre- 
mendous struggle, with no holds barred, but let us 
not forget the well-established Fiat models, which 
are still highly competitive in this market. The 
French are very fond of the Fiat 126 as an eco- 
nomical city car, but the X1/9 will need more 
power to attract the sporting element. 

In a world dominated by economy cars, it’s nice 
to forget filthy lucre and visit the Ferrari stand. 
Here, the long-awaited 400 Automatic makes its 
bow, and this is truly a luxury car in the grand 
tradition. The engine has been enlarged to take 
care of emisssion restrictions, but extra power 
and torque have been found nevertheless. The 
60deg V12 has dimensions of 81 x 78mm (48238cc) 
and develops 340bhp. The automatic transmis- 
sion comes from General Motors and resembles 
that used on the Rolls-Royce. This is an entirely 
new market for Ferrari and I hope to report on a 
test-drive in the not too distant future. Never- 
theless, the Commendatore is not deserting the 
exotic two-seater and he announces a new 
Berlinetta Boxer, the BB512, with a flat-12 
4942cc engine giving 360bhp, which is good for 
188mph, he claims. So much for speed limits! 

Less exotic but highly desirable is the new bi 
BMW coupé, which I recently tested in the South 
of France. Some doubts have been expressed 
about the future of Maserati and Lamborghini, 
but both makes are shown in all their numerous 
versions. Maserati claim 280kmh for the Khamsin 
and Lamborghini boast that their Countach V12 
will encompass 315kmh, if you have the price of 
two dozen 2CV Citroéns to spare. 

British cars will be fully described in the forth- 
coming London motor show report, but the Rolls- 
Royce exhibit must be mentioned. These splendid 
cars are incomparable, even among the best that 


the Continent can offer, which makes the British: 


visitor to the salon feel good, at a time when we 
seldom have cause for much pride. 

In the past, motor shows contained many engi- 
neering novelties, which were emphasised by 
showing sectioned engines and transmissions. 
This excellent custom is becoming popular again 
and no manufacturer does it better than Mercedes; 
Benz. The display on this stand is as good as an 
advanced lecture on modern techniques and is 
worthy of the closest study. It is interesting that 
the latest Mercedes diesel and the new Audi 

trol engine both have five cylinders in line, a 

itherto unpopular configuration. 

The technical trends in chassis design make a 

fascinating study. Not long ago, sports car buyers 
preferred conventional cars with front engines 
and driven rear axles. Nowadays, some of the 
best-loved sports cars have front-wheel drive, 
such as the Alfasud Sprint, the VW Scirocco, and 
the Lancia Beta GT. Then there is the trend to- 
wards a high polar moment of inertia, with a for- 
ward-mounted engine and a gearbox at the rear, 
instanced by the Porsche 924 and the Alfetta 
GTV. Again, there is the low polar moment 
school, of which the Ferrari 308 GTB and the 
Lancia Monte Carlo are outstanding examples, 
with their centrally-mounted engines. 
_ This is an exciting moment in history, for there 
is now really no such thing as a conventional 
design. Indeed, single-seater racing cars now have 
a boring similarity, while the vehicles offered at 
the Paris Salon contain every imaginable tech- 
nical solution. It is this refreshing variety which 
makes motor shows far more interesting than 
they have ever been before. 


Now that Ford have kicked over the traces with 
the Fiesta, perhaps General Motors will at last 
abandon their live axles. The Japanese are not at 
all adventurous in their chassis designs, most of 
their cars shown at Paris tending to be old- 
fashioned in this respect. One has only to watch 
the traffic in the streets to see that the Japanese 
are not doing well in this particular market. How- 
ever, the new Honda Accord is likely to change all 
that, for it has the front-drive and well-profiled 
body beloved of the French, with a transverse 
engine and strut-type independent suspension all 
round. The memory of the N600 will soon be for- 
gotten, for the Accord is a substantial 1600 for 
which interesting performance claims are made. 

The Russian and Polish cars are much better 
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The alliance between Peugeot and Citroen has produced the very pleasant Citroen LN, which uses 
Peugeot body pressings and a Citroen twin cylinder Boxer engine. 


Now for something completely different. . 
grafted on their own hatchback rearend.... 


finished than they were and you get an immensely 
strong and spacious vehicle for your money, 
though they lack riding comfort by French 
standards. The Skoda, from Czechoslovakia, has 
been completely re-styled, and though it retains 
its rear engine, the radiator is now in front. This 
car has always had a reputation for long life and 
reliability; with its less peculiar appearance it 
should now be acceptable to a wider clientele. 

Of the Scandinavian cars, the Saab suits French 
conditions admirably and is much admired. The 
new Volvo 343, with its Renault engine and DAF 
transmission, is much more reasonably priced 
than in England and should stand up well to the 
Paris traffic, which is more warlike than ever. 


.. the Zastava. The Eastern bloc have taken a 128 Fiat and 


The Paris motor show is, first and foremost, the 
shop window of the great French motor industry. 
French cars still have something highly individual 
about them, which is unmistakable but difficult to 
define. Most of them are much better looking than 
they used to be, and more refined. The —— 
Frenchman has been discouraged, both by the 

rice of petrol and the vigilance of les vaches (the 

zz), from driving long distances at over 100mph, 
but the Parisian still behaves as though every 
traffic light was the start of a grand prix race. The 
streets of Paris are unbearable in a hard-spru 
vehicle, for cobbles still abound, and the Fren 
cars at the Salon consequently excel in suspen- 
sion as well as insulation of road noise. 
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JVB relaxes besides the Renault 5 Alpine before stunning the locals out on the track. 


LA JOURNEE D’ESSAIS 


On the limit 
at Montlhery 


At the time of the Salon de L’Automobile, a test 
day is always arranged at Montlhéry, which is: 
conveniently situated south of Paris. The circuit, 
which is far better than any other test track in the 
world, gives every sort of bump and corner that 
one could desire, in addition to a high-speed 
“saucer”. Above all, it is big enough so that the 
cars can spread out and be extended individually. 

Monthlhéry is all the better for having banished 
the Formula 1 circus, Maintained by the French 
industry as a testing facility only, it needs no 
expensive spectator protection and the condition 
of the roads has never been better. If you hit some 
unseen bumps in the middle of a corner, they were 
put there deliberately and are not the result of 
wear or neglect. ° 

It was difficult to justify my visit on this occa- 


sion, for I have already reported on most of the 
recent French introductions and the little Citroén 
LN was most unfortunately not present. I there- 
fore decided — reluctantly, for this is my 
favourite circuit — that I could only spare the 
brief morning hours before setting off on the hard 
drive to Calais. 

As I had not yet experienced the new Citroén 
2400 engine, I started with a CX 2400 Pallas. This 
was an amazing experience, for 2,4 litres is a very 
big four-cylinder these days, yet I defy anybody 
to say if this is a four, a six, or an eight-cylinder 
unit. If you want a comparison, Rolls-Royce and 
Jaguar are the names to mention. The whole tone 
of the car is set by the seats, into which one sinks, 
and the suspension is also extremely soft. At 
Montlhéry, there are places where all the wheel 
travel is used up and the bump stops come into 
play, but that would be rare on normal roads. 

Although the gearchange is excellent, the 
pedals are not well arranged for driving pied 
perc (heel-and-toe). The power steering and 

rakes of the CX are among the features of the car 
which I have grown to love, but I appreciate that 
some drivers, who have not yet become addicts, 
may need a few kilometres for familiarisation. 
Quite why such a big engine should be totally 
smooth at over 6000rpm I am unable to say, but I 
reached an indicated 176kmh on the banking and 
took the subsequent right-hander at this speed 


with not the slightest effort. This is a car for lon 
journeys and high average speeds, at a fue 
consumption no greater than that of a saloon of 
moderate performance. 

My next steed was the Renault 20 GTL. I had 
recently tested the Renault 20, but I wanted to 
experience the power-assisted steering of the 
more costly version. The steering seemed almost 
too light at first, but I soon grew to appreciate it 
and I was surprised at the amount of Feel of the 
road that it provided. Indeed, there was even a 
little kick-back on very bumpy corners, which I 
regard as a virtue if not carried to excess. 

The 20 is a 30 TS with four instead of six 
cylinders, but it handles remarkably well and 
never feels like a commodious family saloon. After 
the CX 2400, the engine is neither smooth nor 

uiet, but it’s a cheerful sound. The car rolls less 
than its smaller sisters and handles entirely pre- 
dictably, with a bias towards understeer that is 
not excessive. About 160kmh came up on the 
banking, which is 100mph, give or take a mile or 
so. Among the extra equipment of the GTL are 
electrically-controlled windows, which are useful 
in Paris if one wishes to rebuke another auto- 
mobilist. 

Just to prove to myself that I had not forgotten 
how to handle rear-engined cars, I took out the 
little Simca Rallye II. This is a remarkably lively 
sports car for the young, though the hard ride and 
loud wind noise are not at all typical of modern 
French refinement. In spite of its weight distri- 
bution, the Rallye II only loses its rear end when 
really forced paecueh a bend, even under-steerin 
on sharp corners. The engine is fairly noisy an 
the gearlever is rather far away, without very 
strong synchromesh. The acceleration is most 
satisfactory for such a small machine and the 
maximum speed of 162kph must be classed as 
excellent. 

Finally, to complete my flying visit, I drove the 
Renault 5 Alpine. This little machine feels and 
sounds like a competition car, with a peaky engine 
and a five-speed gearbox that is meant to be used. 
The cornering is very fast under power, but the 
handling goes to pieces on lift-off, though one 
could hang out the tail with care. This is a fun-car 
par excellence, once one has the measure of the 
gearchange, which demands a little force when en- 
paging second. Indeed, it is the 5-speed box and 

igh cornering power that eves this car its 
character. Curiously enough, the maximum speed 
is a little disappointing, for after over-revving in 
fourth, the car is still a bit over-geared in fifth and 
cannot reach peak revs. Nevertheless, this is a 
really enjoyable little sports saloon to handle and 
the ride is quite comfortable by ordinary touring 
standards. 

The other French cars have all appeared in my 
previous test sessions at Montlhéry, so I did not 
pes ae my eormparatiely. early caper ure. I can 
only say that, by using this circuit for their every- 
day testing, the French manufactures have pro- 
duced some thoroughly roadworthy cars, which 
combine comfortable riding with enjoyable 


handling. JVB 


NEW BRISTOL 603 


Long, narrow and British 


Like a good deed in a nevehiy world, the Bristol is 
built to the standards of the upper-crust cars of 
the good old days. There’s no nasty pressed steel 
to rust, for the body is panelled in aluminium, and 
if some upstart in a cheap car is so foolish as to 
collide with the big machine, the immensely 


strong chassis will ward off the blow with con- 
temptuous ease. 
Although the quality of the Bristol has always 
been acknowledged as almost incomparable, some 
rospective buyers regarded the appearance as a 
Fittle too formal. Now, all that is altered, for the 


Not exactly a slave to the modern idiom, the new Bristol certainly stands out from the crowd. 


& 
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603 is a very pretty car. Like all Bristols, it has its 
dignity, and it carries four people and their 
luggage with a lot of room to spare, but its lines 
are altogether more pleasing then those of pre- 
vious models, of which the good points are 
retained, such as the compartments in the front 
waaee for spare wheel, battery, and tools. 

The V8 engine and transmission are specially 
made for Bristol Cars by the Chrysler Corpora- 
tion and two power units are now offered: ‘High 
Performance’, 5§900cc with four-barrel 
carburetter; and ‘Economy’, 5211cce with two- 
barrel carburetter. Wishbone-type independent 
front suspension is used, with an anti-roll bar and 


-_power-assisted, recirculating-ball steering. At the 
‘rear, the axle is sprung on torsion bars, with a 


self-levelling arrangement and lateral location by 
Watts linkage. The servo-assisted, dual-circuit 
brakes are discs on all four wheels, with separate 
calipers for the proper pull-up brake lever between 
the front seats. 

Full marks must be given to the manufacturers 
for avoiding the modern disease of excessive 
width, which can be such a nuisance in traffic 
driving. The Bristol is 5ft 9}ins wide, but its 
wheelbase of 9ft 6ins ensures ample leg room for 
all the occupants. The overall length is 16ft lin. 

This is a craftsman-built car of the highest class 
and will remain exclusive because of limited 
production; the existing 412 convertible saloon 
will also be on the stand at the motor show. I hope 
that I may be given the opportunity to road test 
the new 608, for all the previous models have had 
an air of quality about them that is such a 
welcome change in these days of mass-production. 
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BRANDS HATCH 


John Waterman leads Wayne Wainwright during their Debenham’s Escort Challenge dice. 


oa 


Sprightly snail trails Bullman 


Another slick operation by the BRSCC at 
Brands Hatch on Sunday saw the 


Debenhams Championship races run off in. 


less than three hours, and a very small 
crowd was rewarded with some excellent 
racing. Formula Ford was at its best, with 
full grids and plenty of cut and thrust, but a 
first lap nudge cost Derek Warwick his 
chances of taking the final. Geoff Smailes, 
misprinted by the programme as Snails, 
came were out of his shell and gave eventual 
winner Philip Bullman a hard time, both of 
them and Warwick racing Hawkes as usual. 

The Debenham race went to John Waterman’s 
Mexico from the Sport of Wayne Wainwright, the 
two of them sharing the day’s only lap record, 
while there were also victories for Mike Curnow 
and Paul Taft in the Leyland Mini Challenge and 
Ginger Marshall (Mini Countryman) in the Kent 
Messenger Challenge. 

Formula Ford heat one had Derek Warwick as 
clear favourite in a works development Hawke, 
but Geoff Smailes had other ideas, took the lead 
into Paddock and stayed there. It wasn’t for want 
of trying by Warwick, however, and he seemed to 
have found a gap on more than one occasion when 
‘Smailes somehow shut the door in his face. This 
duel overshadowed a slightly less fierce one 
between David Kemp and Rob Wicken (Merlyns). 
Two likely challengers were eliminated at Surtees 
when David Wiener (Image) ran wide and slowed, 
collecting the Hawke of Bob Lambert, which was 
following through at full tilt. 

Heat two produced another upset when Philip 


Bullman got into trouble out of Clark Curve while 
leading the race and spun his Hawke down to 
eighth place. Mark Syms therefore inherited a 
lead he did well to defend from Wil Arif’s Crosslé. 
New Zealander Rob Wilson, in an appropriately 
“All Black” Tiga, came third and the recovering 
Bullman fourth. 

The two heats promised great things for the 
final, and the action started early when the over- 
eager Rob Wilson shot through | 
the grid and took Warwick off at Druids. While 
Bullman set about closing the gap to early leader 
Smailes, Warwick got stuck into a fiery and 
highly impressive drive from the very back of the 
field. Bullman got the better of Smailes’ door- 
‘closing tactics after five laps and moved into an 
unassailable lead, but Warwick had a much 
harder time among the midfield runners and 
although he sliced pest Donald MacLeod (Van 
Diemen) and Wil Arif in the last couple of laps, he 
was still a nose behind Syms’ third-placed car at 
the flag. His chase was made slightly easier by 
David Kemp spinning out of a good placing at 
Clearways and collecting the attractive Stora 
Special Steels Royale of John Layland. 

The Curnow brothers dominated the front row 
for the Leyland Mini 1000 Challenge race, last 
year’s champion Alan taking pole position ahead 
of this year’s winner Mike. It was an unhappy 
race for Alan, who’s concentrating on the Mini 
1275 series this year, for although he led half the 
race his car then blew up smokily, leaving Mike in 
front of Derek May and Phil Spurling for the 
remaining distance. _ 

The Debenhams Escort Challenge race, which 
could usually be relied on for a maximum of 


Ginger Marshall took an easy Kent Messenger win, breaking the Imp domination. 
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‘om row three of: 


drama and excitement, this time passed off 
almost peacefully. John Morris was a victim of 
the only obvious bit of barging, but even allowing 
for some more subtle goings-on around the course 
the Escorts were below their normal standard. 
John Waterman put in an unruffled drive to 
victory, sharing a new lap record with second man 
Wayne Wainwright who had a broken valve 
spring, but the best action was behind them as 
Dennis Bradley strove successfully to fend off 
“father” Basil Wainwright and Bill Postins, with 
Graham Hollis and Pete King keeping a fairly 
close eye on things. Some way off the pace, 
Martin Hone headed the eighth, ninth and tenth, 
placed group after lots of tooing and pee. ys 

Entrants for the Leyland Mini 1275 Challenge 
shared the grid with the overflow from the Mini 
1000 race, an interesting combination since the 1- 
litre cars are allowed more modifications. But 
chief interest was provided by the 1275s of Paul 
Taft, Alan Curnow and Geoff Till, which finished 
in that order, but only after a titanic struggle. 
Taft’s winning margin of 2.6s looks Cont OSD 
on paper, but he was only able to draw away when 
the other two started falling over one another on 
the corners, costing them both time. A group of 
cars started at the back with a 10 second penalty, 
virtually forming a separate race. Mini 1275 
points leader Roger Saunders rushed Bigs cs 
with this bunch, setting joint fastest lap with the 
winner, but had to be content with sixth behind 
Steve Soper and Malcolm Leggate. Seventh 
overall came the leading Mini 1000 runner, Paul 
Perera, after both Gary Cashman and Tom Hurn 
retired from challengi Spree: 

Ginger Marshall Bro e the Imp domination of 
the Kent Messenger Challenge by taking an easy 
win in his Mini Countryman. Richard Oliver gave 
chase in his Imp but retired with a puncture, 
giving second to John Schneider. In fact it was 
care a day for “other” makes, with Monty 

uildford (Mini), Mike Scott (Anglia) and Phil 
Tucker (Mini) taking fourth, fifth and sixth 
behind Schneider and the Imp of Mike Chapple. 


PAULINE PHILLIPS 


Formula Ford, heat one (10 laps): 1, Geoff Smailes (Hawke-Scholar 
DL15), 8m 42.8s, 82.88mph; 2, Derek Warwick (Hawke-Scholar 
DL15), 8m 42.8s; 3, David nome. (Merlyn-Abbott Mk29A), 8m 48.8s. 
Fastest lap: Smailes, 51.2s, 84.63mph. 

Heat two (10 sats 1, Mark Syms (Hawke-GGS DL15), 8m 44.2s, 
82.66mph; 2, Wil Arif (Crosslé-Piper 25/30F), 8m 44.4s; 3, Rob 
Wilson (Tiga-Rowland FF76), 8m 49.4s. Fastest lap: Philip Bullman 
(Hawke-Minister DL15), 51.2s, 84.63mph. 

Formula Ford, final 3 laps): 1, Philip Bullman (Hawke-Minister 
DL15), 12m 59.6s, 83.37mph; 2, Geoff_Smailes (Hawke-Scholar 
DL15), 13m 02.4s; 3, Mark Syms (Hawke-GGS aa 13m 07.6s; 4, 
Derek Warwick (Hawke-Scholar DL15), 13m 07.6s, 5, Wil Arif 
Crosslé-Piper 25/30F), 13m 08.0s; 6, Donald Macleod (Van Diemen- 

cholar RF76), 13m 08.0s. Fastest lap: Warwick, 50.6s, 85.63mph. 

Leyland Cars National Mini 1000 Challenge round (10 laps): 1, 
Mike Curnow, 9m 35.6s, 75.28mph; 2, Derek May, 9m 36.8s; 3, Phil 
Spurling, 9m 39.6s; 4, Colin Beckwith, 9m 49.2s; 5, Roy Kwei, 
ete 6, Bob Taylor, 9m 51.2s. Fastest lap: Curnow, 56.2s, 

.1Omph. 

BRSCC Debenhams Escort Challenge round (10 laps): 1, John 
Waterman (Mexico), 10m 07.8s, 71.29mph; 2, Wayne Wainwright 
(Sport), 10m 10.2s; 3, Dennis Bradley erence) 10m 16.4s; 4, Basil 
Wainwright fron 10m 16.8s; 5, Bill Postins (Mexico), 10m 19.0s; 
6, Graham Hollis (Sport), 10m 19.4s. Fastest lap: Waterman and 
Wayne Wainwright, 59.8s, 72.46mph cord), 

Leyland Cars National Mini 1275 Challenge round (10 laps): 1, 
Paul Taft, 10m 12.2s, 70.78mph; 2, Alan Curnow, 10m 14.8s; 3, 
Geoff Till, 10m 50.0s; 4, Steve Soper, 10m 24.2s; 5, Malcolm 
porate: 10m 24.8s; 6, Roger Saunders, 10m 25.0s. Fastest lap: 
Taft and Saunders, 1m 00.00s, 72.22mph. 


'_ Kent Messenger 1000cc Saloon Car Chalenge round (10 laps): 1, 


Ginger, Marshall (1.0 Mini eountnyman): 8m _55.2s, 80,96mph; 2, 
John Schheider (1.0 Imp), 9m 09.2s; 3, Mi 


ke Chapple (1.0 Imp), 9m 
20.4s; 4, Mon 


Guildford (850.Mini), 9m 32.4s; 5, Mike Scott (1.0 


Anglia), 9m 37.8s; 6, Phil Tucker (1.0 Mini), 9 laps. Fastest lap: 
Marshall, 52.2s, 83.01mph. 
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Tony Sugden leads the Astley Trophy Race for special saloons from Brian Davidson's ill-fated Firenza. 


SNETTERTON 


Sugden takes the trophy 


The West Essex Car Club organised a seven 
race programme for the clubman competitor 
at Snetterton last Sunday. Their reward of 
close, mostly incident-free racing under 
sunny skies was watched by just a handful 
of spectators and luckily did not overtax the 
marshals — who also appeared to be thin on 
the ground. 

The Club’s once coveted Astley Trophy 
for special saloons was this year won by 
Tony Sugden’s Brook Hire Liverpool 
Escort. Bob Davis (Davis 2A) won the 

enultimate F1300 round and Alex Lowe 
Chevron B20) and John Giles the final F4 
and F750 races of the season; after which 
Pam Giles gave the JGS Mk5B its second 
victory of the day by winning the special 
end of season frolic for wives and girl 
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Chris Hague leads John Giles (eventual 750 winner) and the cars of Lynn Evans and Bob Simpson 


friends generously sponsored by Christy 
Cosmetics. David Ham won his second 
Snetterton victory in two weekends with his 
Lister Jaguar and Mario Ferraris headed a 
Van Dieman 1-2-3 in the FF event. 


John Brown dominated the early season F4 
races but later in the pers Roy Lewington’s form 
had erased most of John’s advantage in the cham- 
pionship — all but one point of it — and in the 
opening race of the day, the final round of the 
series, John’s Shellsport Delta IRF4B had to 
finish no further than one place behind Roy’s 
Brabham BT28 to take the title. Lewington led 
the opening laps with Brown in second spot 
struggling to stay ahead of poleman Alex Lowe. 
At the end of the third lap the leading Brabham 
headed for the pits, unfortunately something 
expensive had broken in the engine, and im- 
mediately Lowe passed Brown but John, secure in 


4 


# 


his season-long campaign at last, cooled his pace 
content to finish behind the lap-record breaking 
Chevron. In these times when it is often necess: 

to write about protests and bickering in general, it 
is worth recording that the two rivals shared a 
joke and a glass of champagne after the race. 

John Giles (JGS) was initially challenged by the 
"16 ag i Chris Hage (Wessex) in the 750F 

ualifier but eventually won by 10s in his 

iminutive car. Hague was an unchallenged 
second but behind him there was again .a measure, 
of tactical driving as Lynn Evans (Centaur) 
successfully defended his championship position 
from challengers in both the race and the series 
from Bob Simpson (Reliant Sp) and Roland Nix 
(Wessex). After an upset when lapping a back- 
marker Nix took third from Simpson, who spun, 
and a slowing Evans. Sixth was Tim Green (750 
Special) who, despite being second fastest in 

ractice, started from the back of the grid as his 
ate entry had relegated him to a reserve. 

The works Van Diemens of Brazilian Mario 
Ferraris and Swiss Teddy Voellmy appeared to 
have the non-championship FF race under control 
until local driver Glenn Eagling, also Van Diemen 
mounted, mastered a sometimes elusive second 

ear. The Norfolk lad was really fired up after 
umbling his start and quickly emerged from the 

ack to dispose of Voellmy and eat into Ferraris’ 
ead but time was against him and he had to be 
content with second behind Mario, yet another 
racing son of Sao Paulo. Voellmy was third ahead 
of Rob Ellis’ Ashtune Racing Hire Hawke with 
Simon Davey (Nike Mk10B) holding the 
narrowest of afrerteges over Eddie Stapleton 
(Lotus 61) to claim fifth after an often fraught 
race-long dice. 

By the time the front row for the special saloon 
thrash had travelled 20 yards, Rupert Long, 
debuting the ultra low Wallenger Imp (see Sports 
Extra), had made a sensational start from the 
third row to be in the lead. Before the cheering 
‘and the laughter had died down the front-runners 
were seep errns off Coram with Tony Sugden’s 
Escort leading across the line from Pete 
Baldwin’s 1.3 Mini and Long, whose eagerness at 
the start had been rewarded with a 10s penalty, 
and Brian Davidson’s pole-winning 2.3 Firenza 
which coasted into the pits and retirement. 
pegaen was in fine form and after 10 laps he won 
by half a minute from the class-winning Baldwin. 
A four car battle for third finally ended in the 
favour of Jeff Mann (1.3 Anglia) from Long, who 
had demonstrated the potential of his latest 1.0 
litre device with a class win, John Walsh (1.3 Mini) 
and Keith Beddoe’s 1.8 Escort. Final class winner 
aoe Teer Day’s two cylinder Allan-engined 850 

ini. 

Bob Davis won the F1300 round, the aircraft 
engineer giving his latest brainchild the Davis 2A, 
complete with front beam axle, its first race win. 
Vic Waterhouse (Mallock U2) was just 1s behind 
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SNETTERTON continued 


but the gods who control the waywardness of 
backmarkers had smiled on him on the last lap 
and Davis’ victory was more convincing than the 
time interval suggests. Jim Ravenscroft (Messer 
2b) was third most of the way but lost places to 
John. Law (Samantha U2) and Graham Kay 
(Mallock U2) after a moment on the penultimate 


lap. - 

David Ham followed up his Archie Scott Brown 
Trophy win the previous weekend with his Lister 
Jaguar by leading a very mixed bag of ancient 
and modern cars under the chequered flag for a 
lucky win. Lucky because the clutch broke on the 
Lister on the cooling off lap. Rob Wells’ Morgan 
+8 passed the Cobra of Amschel Rothchild at half 
distance to finish runner up. Bob Stuart was, sur- 
prisingly, unhurt after rolling his road-going +8 
up on the bank at Russell on the penultimate lap 
with several ppeoek last lap efforts thwarted by 
the yellow 3 but everyone maintained their 
station. John Pearson (Jaguar XK140) refused to 
pip Rothchild for third. 

As the field assembled for the final race there 
were many ‘mechanics’ with worried expressions’ 
kneeling by their pensive unseeing ‘drivers’ 
frantically explaining the intricacies of their 
steeds. It was the turn of the wives and girl: 
friends of 750 MC members to race. It had seemed 
to be an excellent idea in mid-season but as they. 


leas aianall 


waited for the off alone on the grid many of them 
appeared to doubt the fact. But success it was 
and afterwards when the numerous prizes were 
distributed by the generous sponsors, Christy 
Cosmetics (who by the way also paid the RAC 
Licence fee for all the ladies), there were a lot of 
smiles from both the ‘drivers’ and ‘mechanics’. 
After a very ragged start Pam Giles and Judith 


Formula Four Final National Championship round (10 laps): 1, Alex 
Lowe (Chevron B20), 12m 20.0s, 93.26mph; 2, John Brown (Delta 
REE), 12m 30.2s; 3, Bruce West (GRD 3730) 12m 46.4s; 4, Edwin 
Heasell (Brabham BT38C), 12m 49.4s; 5, Derek Rose (March), 13m 
05.2s; 6, Jim Ward (Gem F4), 13m 09.8s. Fastest lap: Lowe, 1m 
11.4s, 96.66mph (record 


( ’ 
Formula 750 Final National Cromeronstip round (10 laps): 1, John: 


Giles (JGS Mk5B), 14m 01.4s, 82.02mph; 
14m 10.8s; 3, Roland Nix (Wessex Spec), 14m 16.4s: 4, Bol 
Simpson (Reliant Sp), 14m 19.6s; 5, Lynn Evans (Centaur), 14m 
22.6s; 6, Tim Green yee Spec), 14m 22.8s. Fastest lap: Giles and 
Hague, 1m 22.2s, 83.96mph. 

orth Thames Refrigeration Limited and National Benzol Trophy 
for Formula Ford (10 laps): 1, Mario Ferraris (Van Diemen), 12m 
36.2s, 91.26mph; 2, Glenn Eagling (Van Diemen), 12m 39.4s; 3, 
Terry Voellmy (Van Diemen), 12m 53.2s; 4, Rob Ellis (Ashtune 
Hawke), 13m 01.6s; 5, Simon Davey (Nike Mk10b), 13m 10.4s; 6, D. 
clapieton (totus 61M), 13, 10.8s. Fastest lap: Ferraris, 1m 12.8s, 


Chris Hague (Wessex), 


z p 
The Astley Trophy Race for special saloons, over 1300cc, 1001 to. 


1300cc up to 1000cc and up to 850cc (10 laps): 1, Tony Suresh (1.8 
Escort), 12m 30.6s, 91.94mph; 2, Peter Baldwin ( i 
Clubman), 13m 07.8s; 3, Jeff Mann (1.3 Ford Anglia); 4, Richard 
gong (1.0 Sunbeam Wallinger Imp), 13m 43.4s. Over 1300cc: 1, 
Sugden; 2, Keith Beddoe (Escort). Fastest lap: Sugden, 1m 13.6s, 
93.77mph. 1001 to 1300cc: 1, Baldwin, 87.6O0mph; 2, Mann; 3, John 
Walsh (Vickers Mini). Fastest lap: Baldwin, 1m 17.0s, 89.63mph. Up 
to 1000cc: 1, long, 83.81mph; 2, Duncan Kirk (Imp); 3, Vivian 


3 Mini- 


Hague took up where their husbands had left off 
earlier. Judith spun away her lead on the last lap 
— three times round completely did someone say? 
— and Pam won with Lynda atley snatchin 

second before the Wessex was back on the road. 
Like their husbands, Mrs. Giles and Mrs. Hague 


shared fastest lap. 
ANDY LEEDER 


Wallace (Mini). Fastest lap: Long, 1m 18.8s, 87.58mph. Up to 850cc: 
1, Peter Day (Mini), 78.23mph; 2, Barry Reece (Greenham Mini); 3, 
Alan Gordery (Mini). Fastest lap: Day, 1m 24.6s, 81.57mph. 

Formula 1300 Championship round As tape) 1, Robert Davis 
Davis 2A), 12m 41.0s, 90.69mph; 2, Victor Waterhouse (Mallock 

2), 12m 42.0s; 3, John Law (Samantha U2), 12m 59.0s; 4, Graham 
Kay (Mallock U2Mki1b), 13m 01.4s; 5, Jim Ravenscroft (Messer 2b), 
13m 03.6s; 6, Philip Lloyd (Nomad Mk2), 13m 33.6s. Fastest lap: 
Davis, 1m 13.6s, 93.77mph. 

The Hugh Howard Trophy race for Historic, Cintage, Post Historic 
and MGA register cars (10 laps); Overall and over 2600cc: 1, David 
Ham eo Lister Jaguar), 13m 41.6s, 84mph; 2, Rob Wells (Morgan 
+8), 13m 49.4s; 3, Amschel Rothchild (AC Cobra), 14m 11.4s; 4, 
John Pearson (Jaguar XK120), 14m 12.0s. Fastest lap: Ham, 1m 
20.4s, 85.85mph. 1600 to 2600ce: 1, Peter Martin (Maserati 250s), 
no speed given: 2, Bryon Harvey (Morgan 4/4); 3, Anthony Clinkard 
Alvis 12/70) Fastest lap: Martin, Im 25.0s, 81.19mph. Up to 

600cc: 1, Anthony Bianchi (Elva SeOrDION, 71.39mph; 2, Brian 
Yates (Morgan 4/4); 3, Thomas Manson (Riley). Fastest lap: Bianchi, 
1m 32.4s, 74.69mph. 

MGA class: 1, Roy McCarthy, 77.19mph; 2, Alan Ward; 3, Neil 
Cawthorn. Fastest lap: McCarthy, 1m 26.2s, 80.06mph. 

Christy Cosmetics all ladies race for 750F (5 laps), 1, Pamela Giles 
JGS Mk5B), 8m 23.6s (68.52mph); 2, Lynda Whatley (PC2 Mk4); 3, 
Judith Hague (Wessex Hei) 4, Sheila Eccles (Uranus Adamas); 5, 
Marian Morris (Arrow Mkill); 6, Rosemary Rafferty (Centaur). 
Fastest lap: Giles and Hague, 1m 28s, 70.42mph. 


KIRKISTOWN 


Templeton’s tactics tell 


The Ulster racing season came to a 
conclusion on Saturday October 2 at Kirkis- 
town with another good if somewhat pro- 
tracted 500 Club promotion. Star of the day 
was young Trevor Templeton who demon- 
strated conclusively by a superbly contrived 
win in the Formula Ford event that he must 
have a big future in the sport. 

This season we have become used to Templeton 
dominating the FF scene at Kirkistown but this 
time he had the added and very severe 
ow es from Stu Lawson — unfortunately 
Derk Daly and Michael Roe did not fulfil their 
programmed appearances. In a damp practice 
session Lawson and his Hawke DL 15 quick 


found his way round the track to take pole a full 


second quicker than Templeton’s Crosslé 30F 
with Gary Gibson’s similar car splitting the pair. 
Straight from the start these three were on their 
own but after leading on lap two Gibson started 
to drop back slowly but inevitably and Lawson 
and Templeton were left to indulge in a hectic duel 
that lasted the rest of the 20 laps. On the final 
crucial lap Templeton at last showed his hand. 
For the first time in the race he dived for the 
inside of the Hairpin — in a fine display of knife 
edge judgement he held Lawson on the outside 
the whole way round the corner and beat his man 
to the flag by a length. It was a performance 
which bore all the hallmarks of his father 
Malcolm’s tuition, and one looks forward to 
seeing what way this young man goes next 


season. Gary Gibson was third throughout and 
after Joe Greenan spun away an incredibly good 
fourth place in his ancient Crosslé 16F — Duncan 
Hall coincidentally disappearing from the scene at 
the same instant — it was left to Mike Phillips to 
take fourth from the up and comin Toh 
Eastwood. Harry Acheson was next while Alan 
Cahoon did well to stay ahead of a strangely lack 
— lustre Crawford Harkness. 

The Formula Atlantic race also had its ration of 
excitment even though the lap chart indicated an 
easy flag to flag win for Alo Lawler in his Chevron 
B29. What it does not indicate was the superb 
performance pue up by John Smith in his March 
722 — a real museum piece which John nearly 
totalled some four years ae 

Never has the car gone better and with its pilot 
tempering his undoubted courage with a degree of 
(udgersent he took second place from Harold 

cGarrity’s Chevron B27 on the third lap and 
proceeded to challenge Lawler in the most 
determined fashion, Indeed by the halfway mark 
in the twenty lapper he looked set to take the lead 
but unfortunately the fairy tale did not come true 
and a spin at Colonial One dropped him back. 
Still, second place was an honourable achieve- 
ment in the circumstances but then with three 
laps to go steam started to stream from the 
engine and a disheartened but never defeated 
jonn Smith returned to the paddock. Harold 

cGarrity thus assumed a safe second place after 
being the innocent victim of misfortune when a 
runaway Vintage car assailed his car in the 


Trevor Templeton leads Stu Lawson out of the last corner during their FF duel. 
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paddock with Billy Gowdy doing well in his 
immaculate Chevron B25 to hold off Derk 
Shortall in the B29 he had just acquired from 
Patsy McGarrity. And what of Patsy? The little 
man had taken over Shortall’s old B27 for the day 
but had to start from the back of the grid after 
getting in no official practice and then the poe 
ust stopped while in a good fourth place. Des 
Tonnelle was also unfortunate when his March 
broke petrol pipe and burst into flames, but was 
in turn fortunate when the fire was extinguished 
with a lack of any significant damage. 

There was a good field for the Production 
Saloon race and the leader from start to finish was 
the polished Russell Connell in his Mk2 Capri 
3000. Yet again Joe Greenan was in the picture 
with some heroic driving to keep his BMW 2002 in 
second place for half the race before the poor car 
expired in a cloud of smoke. Then Lawrence 
Davision in his Mk1 Capri 3000 just held off Phil 
Sparkes’ Mazda RX3 while Tom Meldrum’s 
similar car fourth from Plum Tyndall’s Firenza. 
Gerry McGarrity concluded a good season by 
winning his class with his Honda Civic and this, 
shared the Downtown Radio Championship with 
Connell. 

The combined Modsports and Modified Saloon 
event was processional as usual with Mike 
Nugents’ Elan winning easily from Rosemary 
Smith’s Unwins Escort FVC. For a while David 
Halls’ very fast Imp, which started from the back 
of the grid, looked set to catch the Escort but 
then he spun at Colonial One and had to settle for 
third place. Once again Joe Greenan was in the 
news when he managed to eliminate both his own 
Mini and Harold Hagans new Midget at one fell 
swoop. 

The Formula Ford Invitation race was won by 
Kenneth Acheson from Nat Ferguson but there 
was an interesting tussle for fourth place between 
two well known figures in rather unusual roles. A 
certain journalist better known as Richard St J 
Young driving the Greenan Crosslé 16F just 
managed to hold off rally driver David Agnew 
having his first ever single seater drive in Gary 
Gibson’s Crosslé 30F. So in semi-darkness ended 
a good, if sometimes over-eventful Kirkistown 
season and we look forward to seeing what 
Messrs. Phillips, McAuley et al, who did such a 
good job this year, have in store for us next 


season. 
ESLER CRAWFORD 


Saloons and modspods (7 laps): 1, Mike Nugent (Lotus Elan), 7m 
30.2s, 85.49mph; 2, Rosemary Smith (Escort-FVC), 7m 49s; 3, 
David Hall (Imp), 7m 59.8s; 4, Drew Wylie (Escort), 8m 16.4s. 
Fastest lap: Nugent 1m 3s, 87.27mph. 

Formula Ford (20 laps 1, Trevor Templeton (Crosslé 30F), 21m 
51.4s, 83.86mph; 2, Stuart Lawson (Hawke DL15), 21m 51.8s; 3 
ol Gibson (Crosslé 30F), 21m 55.4s; 4, Mike Phillips (Crossié 
30F7, 22m 00.6s. Fastest lap: Lawson, 1m 3.8s, 86.18mph. 

Vintage, PVT, Classic (7 laps: 1, Ronnie Phoenix (1930 Morris), 
10m 17.4s, no speed given; 2, Brian McCoy (1932 Riley hee 
38.4s; 3, Chris Ward (1935 Talbot 105), 10m 40s; 4, Bill McDonagh 
eed Alvis Silver Eagle), 10m 43.8s. Fastest lap: Dowling, 1m 

6.2s, 63.79mph. 

Production saloons (15 laps): 1, Russell Connell geri 3000), 19m 
26.2s, 70.72mph; 2, Laurence Davison (Capri , 19m 29.8s; 3, 
Phil Sparkes (Mazda RX2), 19m_33.8s; 4, Tom Meldrum (Mazda 
RX3), 19m 50s. Class winners: Plum Tyndall (Vauxhall Magnum), 
eeu) McGarrity (Honda Civic), Fastest lap: Sparkes, 1m 16s, no 
speed given. 

Formula Atlantic (20 lapsy 1, Alo Lawler (Chevron B29), 19m 1s, 
96.38mph; 2, Harold McGarrity (Chevron B29), 19m 14.8s; 3, Billy 
Gowdy (Chevron B25), 19m 23s; 4, Derek Shortall (Chevron B29), 
19m 23.2. Fastest lap: John Smith (March 722), no time, 98.54mph. 

Formula Ford invitation (7 laps): 1, Kenneth Acheson (Crosslé 
ao 7m 57.2s, 80.65mph; 2, Nat Ferguson (Crossié 30F), 8m 
00.8s; 3, Alwyn Hae (Crosslé per. 8m 7.4s; 4, Richard St J 
yore Grasse 16F), 8m 12.2s. Fastest lap: Acheson, 1m 6s, 

.31 mph. 
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WAYNE WAINWRIGHT 


At the first round of the Debehams Escort series 
this year, a young man was being escorted around 
the paddock of Brands by Anne Bradshaw, as he 
hadn’t raced before at Brands, nor for that 
matter, had he raced against other cars anywhere, 
but by the end of the day, everyone was asking 
“who is that fellow Wayne Wainwright?”. 

The simple answer to that is that Wayne 
Wainwright is a young man from Birmingham, 
aged 19, who works for Britax. He has cam- 
paigned the ex-Steve Thompson Ford Mexico in 
the Debenhams series with phenomenal adapt- 
ability, preparing the car himself and running it 
under his father Basil’s Comlec garage banner. 

Wayne’s competitive career began when he 
used to scramble motor bikes around his home 
town of Yardley Wood near Birmingham, but 


then his father started sprinting a supercharged. 


Capri, and Wayne would go along too, also doing 
some hillclimbs. However, the Capri came to a 
sticky end and that was that. So Wayne bought a 
Mexico that Steve Thompson u to win the 
series last year, and since then has taken to the 
mainly unseen tracks of Britain like a duck to 
water, and currently leads the series. 

Wayne takes his racing lightly: he yt fit but 
enjoys dancing and drinking and lists his main 
outside interest as women. He’s got no aspira- 
tions to single seater racing having driven an 
Alexis at Llandow but would like to do some rally- 
ing and possibly the Group One series. There’s 
absolutely no doubt that anyone who can break 
into the fiercely competitive world of Mexico 
racing as quickly and as successfully as Wayne 
Wainwright has surely a future in motor sport; 
perhaps he has the same mould as fellow 
midlander John Fitzpatrick. 


BC 
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ROBIN FARRINGTON 


Robin Farrington, 32, is the proprietor of Ben- 
wood Motors in his home town of Southport in 
Lancs; and probably the quickest stage driver to 
come out of the area in récent years. 

Robin’s motorsport career began through a 
contact in his garage who was p ap A take 
va in a sand-race rie on Ainslie Beach at 

outhport in the summer of 1968. Robin joined in 
with a semi-prepared Anglia which was in the 
garage at the time, and has been involved in 
various Bepects of motorsport ever since. The 
sandraces led by progression into autocross, with 
more Anglias, early Escorts and a singularly 
hairy 3$litre Capri which was used to contest the 
Players No6 series, the 1972 sand racing cham- 
pionship, and, almost inevitably, was the weapon 
used to transport Robin on his first rally .. 
“some little stage event in the Midlands that I 
can’t even remember the name of” where a tenth 
overall and best novice pointed the way for things 
to come. Some night road rallying was under- 
taken with Alex Choraffa behind the maps, but 
this was never really of any great interest and a 
road going RS1600 was purchased, and prepared 
for the 1974 BTRDA gold star series. > 

In September ’74 the ex-Tony Pond 2-litre BDA 
Escort was purchased from Norman Reeves but, 
on the car’s first event in Farrington’s hands, the 
Shunpiker stages, an expensive accident led to a 
long rebuild and it was not until the 75 Festival 
stages that an outright victory was attained. 
That year also brought second on the Arkell, a 
fourth on the Dukeries and a win on the Ouse 
Valley. The RAC was attempted in a G1 Escort 
1300 GT, with Jeff Hignett co-driving, the South- 
west of England bringing retirement ‘when the 
spares ran out and we couldn’t drag the poor 
thing any further’. 

This year was to have been a serious attempt on 
the Castrol/AUTOSPORT series, but a chain of 
mechanical problems meant poor results early in 
the season, and now Robin intends only to do the 
Castrol ’76 before a proper attempt at the RAC. 

Robin enjoys his motorsport, and often does 
autocross and, recently won the rally car race at 
Longridge, lapping every other competitor in the 
process. He would love to do some G1 circuit 


racing, and has plans to appear in Longridge 
DO 


Embassy rallycross series. 


€ 
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The name of Jeff Allam seems to have been 
around far longer than his 21 years would imply, 
but then Jeff was one of those determined peop 
who started racing as soon as his driving instruc- 
tor said “you’ve passed”. But Jeff has a certain 
advantage. His father runs a Vauxhall dealership 
in Epsom, so it is the name of Allam motor Ser- 
vices that Jeff currently advertises in his quest 
for championship honours in the production 
saloon car series, and he’s doing particularly well 
in the Britax one. 

However, Jeff started racing even earlier than 
his seventeenth birthday, for he raced karts for a 
couple of years when 15, then helped Mike Barney 
to build a special saloon Viva Gr which he cam- 
palgued for a couple of seasons, mainly in the 

outh of the country, but taking a couple of vic- 
tories at Cadwell Park. Last year was his first in 
production saloons, coming third in the under-21 
award and finishing up about sixth in the Radio 
One series in his Vauxhall Magnum. But his 
Britax quest ended with a shunt at Brands Hatch 
with Derrick Brunt. This year things have gone 
much better and Jeff is really contending the 
Britax series with considerable success. 

For next year, Jeff has his sights set on the 
RAC Group One series, for that’s what he’d really 
like to do, as well as gain single-seater experience. 
And then there’s the odd long distance race as: 
well, so there are still a lot of things for him to go 
for. Jeff currently works for the self drive car and 
van side of Allam Travel, and is engaged to a 
young lady called Jackie. He’s obviously a man 
who'll be on the tracks of Britain for some years. 
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New Hawke debuted at 


Brands — weight forward 


latest Hawke on 


Debuting the 
Hatch was 


Sunday at Brands 


poresrcars Formula Ford champion 


Derek Warwick. The car currently 
looks exactly the same until one 
studies the basic make-up of the car. 
David Lazenby has moved the 
weight bias forward by moving 
driver, engine, petrol and oil tanks as 
much as 5in forward while retaining 
basically the same chassis and sus- 
pension. This has the effect of taking 
weight off the back, where the tyres 
already run hot, and putting it onto 
the front where the tyres currently 
run coolly. The suspension is basi- 
cally unchanged apart from the use 
of harder springs at the front. 

The car that Warwick raced, with 
its red bodywork spare that was 
available at the factory, is the 


FF trials 


The Formula Ford festival and sub- 
sequent Brands winter clubbies 
should see some fine end of season 
Formula Ford battles, particularly 
‘as manufacturers will be anxious to 
test their new cars against their 
rivals’ cars before the new season 
starts. New cars are currently 
expected from most of the major 
manufacturers including Royale, 
Crosslé and Van Diemen, while 


Hawke showed their new car last 
Sunday at Brands. The end of the 
season racing, then, will lose none of 
its bite. 


prototype which only just accom- 
modates the driver, and Lazenby 
said that for production purposes 
the pedal box will have to be altered, 
but Lazenby suggested that while 
the suspension is the same as the 
bodywork can be, current DL15 
owners may be offered a trade-in 
with their old chassis for the new 
model. However, a new body is 
currently in production and will be 
sleeker and may be seen at the 
Formula Ford festival. The new car 
is to be called the DL17 and Warwick 
proved it to be competitive by finish- 
ing a very strong second to Geoff 
Smailes in his heat and climbing 
back well after being knocked off in 
the final despite an engine that 
wasn’t quite as powerful as he would. 
have liked. 


Mini's 
second series 


Further to our piece last week about 
the Mini Challenge, it seems that 
plans are in hand for a second 
division championship at a limited 
number of circuits with recompense 
of cups at each round. 


The main series itself is only 
slightly smaller in that there will be 
16 rounds in each of three categories 
of which 13 will count towards 
pone: The prize money is increased 
y ten per cent. 
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Jan Huges/Brian Goff on their way to their Autopalace win on Saturday. 


Lucky Pollington 


Appearing in their Ian Harwood 
entered RS1600 for the fourth time, 
Ian Hughes and Brain Goff were 
overall winners of last Saturday’s 
Autopalace Trophy Rally, run by 
North Wales C entirely on 
Anglesey. The 160 mile event was 
run in almost ideal conditions and of 
the 71 starters 44 made it to the 
finish. 

Hughes and Goff dropped 32m 11s 
to win by just over a minute from 
Dennis ollington and David 
Thomas in their RS2000 who had a 
large stroke of luck during the night. 
They lost the use of their alternator 
in a relaxed section and were just 
bemoaning their misfortune when 
another crew arrived on the scene 
oe amt happened to have a spare on 


ar’ 
Bugtics and Pollington were way 
out ahead of the field for third placed 
John Hughes/John Williams (Viva 
GT) ended on 36m 8s, just nine 
seconds quicker than Gareth and 
Gwyn Mawby in their RS2000. They, 
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in turn, were 61s quicker than fifth 
placed crew Roy McBurnie/Ray 
Carlisle who took the semi-experts 
class in their Avenger GT. By coinci- 
dence they, too, were nine seconds 
ahead of sixth placed Mike Lindley 
and Ken Jones in another Viva GT 
on 39m 25s. 


Both selectives were in the second 
half. On the first, Alan Williams was 
quickest on the Parys Mountain 
section and over the three miles of 
Mynydd Bodafon later on John 
Hughes beat the field. 


The event was a round of the 
North Western Rally Championship 
and Pollington has taken over the 
lead in the drivers’ category from 
Roland Young who wrong slotted his 
RS1600 early on and got stuck in the 
mud. The navigators’ section is led 
by Goff who has extended his lead 
over David Thomas. 

The novice class winners were Mrs 
June Rathbone and Kevin Hughes in 
a Mexico on 91m 16s. 


Mike Turpin — victor 


All power to 
Turpin and 
Gibson 


Although beaten by a very energetic 
drive from Ron Gibson on the last 
run, Mike Turpin emerged winner of 
the £75 first prize at the Dunlop 
MC’s Speedcross at Wishaw, near 
Sutton Coldfield, last Sunday, 
sponsored by Hangers of Birming- 
ham and Dunlop. On a very fast, 
wide course, nearly a mile in length, 
it was very much a day for those 
with power and Turpin and Gibson 
were easily the quickest with the 
ossible exception of Terry 
estley’s VW which was goin 
fair'y well until the gearbox p 
up in the crucial latter stages and he 
was forced to retire. 

For an event which carried a prize 
fund of £250 the entry was pathetic 
and the organisers spent a lot of time 
trying to drum up entries but with 
no great result and only 31 cars 
turned out. 

Turpin, in_ his BDA-engined 
Special, which has not done a great 
deal of motor sport this year, was 
always the likely winner and he 
collected three easy wins before 
heing out dragged by Gibson’s 
Sprite on the last run. ; 

Gibson ended the day second equal 
on 14 pts, one behind Turpin and 
equal comparative newcomer Peter 
Hemmings in his 1400 Mini. Bruce 
Rushton, of whom not too much has 
been seen in recent times — he’s 


more concerned with rallycross —. 


was fourth in his 1600 Mini on 13 
ts. 

a The event ended on a subdued note 
when the hard oukiny sae euy of 
the meeting Joe Leedham collapsed 
and was taken to hospital but his 
condition is not thought to be 
serious. 


Toleman 
progress 


We're sorry to say that Bob 
Toleman, the Formula Ford driver 
who went off at Riches at Snetterton 
a couple of weeks ago in a first corner 
tangle, is still in a coma in the New 
Allenbrooke Hospital, Cambridge. 
The full extend of Toleman’s injuries 
are still not known due to the coma, 
but is holding his own, although he is 
still on the critical list. 


BARC’s BAF 


im | FF2000 
FP) series 


Good news for FF2000 competitors 
who might have thought that there 
are too many entries to be handled 
by one series (APG’s) next year. The 
BARC are to run a 14-round cham- 
pionship, sponsored by British Air 
Ferries which will be on all the cir- 
cuits used by the BARC. The dates 
will not clash with the APG series so 
some drivers can still do both series 
if they so want. 

The APG series this year has gone 
from strength to strength and at 
times it has seemed that some com- 
petitors wouldn’t get a run at all. 
There have been two heats and a 
final on occasions, plus consolation 
races, so the strength of the 

ormula, especially with keen sup- 
port from manufacturers, drivers 


-already in the Formula and those 


hoping to move up from Formula 
Ford, is considerable. 


Birley back 


Rod Birley reappears at the circuits 
again this Sunday when he enters 
John Homewood in his rebuilt Capri 
in the Britax round at Brands Hatch. 

Birley himself is currently under 
an RAC ban not to race having had 
his licence suspended over an 
infringement of scrutineering pro- 
cedure earlier this year after showing 
well in Radio One and Britax pro- 
duction saloon car rounds. Birley’s 
defence was that the situation was 
out of his hands. 

His Capri then went on to be badly 
damaged on the Tour of Britain 
when he rolled badly at the end of 
the Eppynt stage. This car has been 
rebuilt with a new shell and sundry 
other parts, while Birley himself has 
done all the preparation of the 
engine, determined not to have the 
same problems as his early season 
disagreement with the scrutineers 


again. 
Birley has secured sponsorship 
from Godfrey Hill Gearboxes of 


Deptford and Dartford and Home- 
wood, the triple Kent Messenger 
saloon car championship winner, will 
race it for the next two weekends at 
Brands Hatch plus the Boxing Day 
meeting. 


Byrom’s 
High Peak 


Winners of the High Peak rally run 
by the CSMA over a 150 mile route In 
Derbyshire, Staffordshire and South 
Yorkshire last Saturday night were 
the Cheshire crew of M. Byrom/A. 
Whitehead in an Escort. They 
dropped 34m 15s to win by 31s from 
Bob Mansfield/Mike Roper 
(RS1600). In third place were Anae 
Fraser/Alistair Chalmers (Vauxha 
Viva) on 387m 2s, Depsate John 
Scowen/Dave Hall (Mexico) by 17s. 
Final two places on the leaderboard 
were filled by Rob Brookes/Alex 
Higgins (RS2000) on 89m 45s and 
Paul Burns and his brother David 
were sixth in a Mexico on 40m 55s. 
Semi-experts were D. Heslop/M. 
Fletcher (BMW 2002) on 49m 15s. 
Novice winners were Jim 
Duncan/Martin Hughes (Cortina) on 
51m 38s. . 
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With nearly 130 _ registrations 
already made — the entries list will 
close at 150 — the new Castrol/ 
BTRDA Clubmans __ Rallycross 


Championship has already attracted 
many of the well known names in 
rallycross at international level, 
together with a good percentage of 
the autocross regulars. 

First event is being staged at Lon 
Marston on November 215t, follow 
the weekend after by the second 
round at Snetterton. 

However, the round scheduled for 
January lst has been deleted from 
the championship, though the Long- 
ridge club is going ahead wit 
running their own meeting. 


BIRDA Rally X complications 


Another complication is that all 
motor sport has ceased at Knockhill 
because of financial difficulties. 
However, in a letter to the BTRDA 
the 750MC (Scotland) say the 

osition is not as bleak as it looks. 

he track is probably going to be 
taken over by a bank and they 
intend installing a management com- 
mittee. 


The letter concludes “We still 
anticipate running the event as 
planned on March 6th.” 


In the meantime the Rallycross 
committee is looking into the possi- 
bility of an alternative venue for the 
March 6th date. 


on Britax rally 


With three special stages used on 
the run outs to the main navi- 
gational part of the event, the pres- 
sure was on from the start last 
Saturday night in Suffolk and Nor- 
folk when the 16th running of the 
Britvic Rally, run by the Chelmsford 
MC, resulted in victory for Steve 
Lobb and Ray Crowther in their 
Ascona. 

Young Lobb, in his first year of 
rallying, and Crowther, dropped 57m 
54s on a fairly tough event over 250 
miles during which rain early on 


Sport 
consideration 


A meeting was due to take place last 
Tuesday at Empire House, the 
BRSCC’s headquarters, to sort out 
the Debenhams Escort series next 
year. Although recently it was 
stated that the Mexico would be 
allowed into the series next year, it is 

enerally thought by various parties 
that those on the official side with 
their interests at heart might prefer 
to see Sports racing only next year. 
The meeting was due to be attended 
by the BRSCC, Debenhams, and 
Ford. 

Among the topics of conversation 
will be the scrutineering of the series, 
which has been limited this year as 
Ford scrutineer Howard Mason has 
so many Ford powered Formulae to 
look after. 


Thoroughbred 
changes 


The Thoroughbred sports car scene 
takes on a new look next year when 
both Oldham and Crowther and 
Anthony Hutton resign their posts 
as. sponsor and_ championship 
overseer respectively. Oldham and 
Crowther will not be continuing next 
year as they have other ideas in the 
melting pot, while Anthony 
Hutton’s task of —— com: 
titors informed of championship 
positions etc is being taken over by 
Andrew Ledingham. A sponsor is 
being sought for next season while 
it’s hoped that the BRDC will take 
over organisation of. the series. A 
drivers’ meeting is to be held in five 
weeks time or so, 


Longton’s New 
Year's Rally X 


Longton and District MC have been 
unable to agree terms with the 
BTRDA for the running of the New 
Year’s da round of the 
Castrol/BTRDA Clubmans rally- 
cross championship. However, the 
club will still be promoting their 
usual New Year’s day event with 
substantial prize money. Regs are 
due to be published within the next 
‘three: weeks and will be available 
from Peter Nicholson, 4 The 
Spinney, Tarleton, Preston PR4 
6DN, tel: Hesketh Bank 3105 (home). 
Entries will be dealt with on a first 
come, first served basis. 
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Carrera takes Buxton trial 


The 26th running of the Buxton 
Rally, a combination of navigation, 
production car trialling, autotesting, 
plus a couple of special stages, and 
organised by the Shenstone and 
District CC, was won last weekend 
by John. Parsons and Bob Broad in a 
Porsche Carrera. 

Second were the winners from 
1972 and 1973 John Haden and J. 
Naylor in a Mini GT and third in the 
experts class were A. Nelmes and M. 
Bramley in a Dolomite with D. 
Cutler and D. Stammers fourth in 
class in a TR7. 

Starting in the Midlands and con- 
cluding with an autotest on the 
beach at Southport — the second 
test had to be cancelled because the 


| tide was rapidly approaching, the 


event attracted 50 entries in four 
classes. 

With separate awards for drivers 
and navigators, the latter not 
necessarily in the same car as the 
winning drivers, the semi-experts 
class went to Taff Batley in a 


Evans’ win 
in the fog 


Very foggy conditions — particu- 
larly in the second half — made life 
extremely difficult for the 130 com- 
ae ee on last Saturday night’s Ar- 

yd - y - Nos rally run by the Ponty- 
pridd AC in South West Wales. Asa 
result, only 49 crews got to the finish 
within maximum lateness. 

Teamed together for the first time, 
victory went to Gwyndaf Evans and 
David Jones in their RS2000 who 
completed the 180 miles route with 
penalties of 70m 55s, They finished 
just over two minutes ahead of 
Jeremy Nock/Cenfyn Davies in their 
Escort Sport while Howard 
Davies/Phil Jones brought their 
Vauxhall Cavalier into third place on 
74m 24s, 

In fourth place was the Magnum 
of Alun Evans/Bernard Hill who 
dropped 77m 34s to finish just under 
a minute ahead of the RS1800 of 
Geoff James/Lyn Jenkins, In sixth 
place were Des  Douche/Colin 
Francis in another RS2000 on 80m 
25s. 

The semi-experts class went to 
Robert Read/David Hopkins who 
finished tenth in another RS2000 on 
96m 51s while the novice winners 
were R. Hayward/P. MacDonell 


(Escort) with 5F 142m 27s. 
@ Congratulations to the BRSCC’s 
Peter Browning. His wife Liz 


resented him with a son to be called 
liver. 


Morgan followed by D. Warren in a 
Toledo and C. Hall in a VW. The to; 
navigators in this category were Bi 
Mantovani, R. Winder and F. Frazer. 

In the newcomers class, all three 
leaders in the drivers and navigators 
sections were together. Winners 
were K. Ford/D. Braggington (Mini) 
from B. Lyons/M. Farnham (Escort) 
and F. Cardall and P. Marriott in a 
Mini. In the last class, for specials 
etc, the drivers category went to J. 
Fishwick (Mini), followed by C. 
Smith and P. Bowles, both in 
Escorts. The respective awards for 
navigators went to A. Attridge, G. 
Walker and J. Davies. 

Winner for the previous two years, 
Mrs Fex Clarke, took the Ladies 
award in a GT6 and the best lady 
navigator was Miss J. Hackett. Best 
periorinance on the tests was put up 

y G. Elwell in an Imp and Parsons 
was best in his Porsche on the 
stages. Team award went to F. 
Bowcock (Imp), P. Irwin (Escort) and 

Hall (VW). 


Dove’s flyer 


The Dove Group are entering 21- 
ear-old Trevor Reeves in the 
ydden rallycross double header on 

November 6. They’ve built up a new 

car themselves for the European 

round with a 1.3 engine while the 


Dove Group’s colours will also 
appear on Reeves’ regular 1.5 
engined Mini which he’ll race the 


following day. The arrangement is 
currently for the Lydden events 
only, although the Dove Group will 
be watching his efforts with interest 
and the sponsorship may continue. 

The Dove Group already sponsor 
Mini 1275 GT driver Terry Attoe in 
the Leyland 1275 GT challenge. 


Wayne’s Sport 


Our comment about Wayne Wain- 
wright’s Escort Sport’s need for 
scrutineering after the Debenhams 
round at Snetterton ten days ago 
was not intended as a slur against 
driver or car, but more as confir- 
mation to fellow competitors and 
spectators that this is what a legal 
port can do. His large lead, despite 
an early excursion was made that 
much easier by the David da 
Costa/John Morris contretemps. 
However, the need for scrutin- 
eering is unjustified as Wayne’s 
father Basil had both his own car 
and Wayne’s sealed by Howard 
Mason before they ever took to the 
track. In fact, in the race, Wayne 
was lapping slower than the pole 
winning time by John Waterman. 


Lobb’s successful debut 


| Collingw 


gave way to fog and made life diffi- 
cult for everyone. 

Early leaders were Ray Collins and 
Phil Smith who opened up a lead of 
about two minutes at the break but 
they eventually had to be content 
with third in their Escort TC. They 
totalled 63m 6s and were some five 
minutes down on runners-up Chris 
Blyth and Chris Parsons in their RS 
1800, who ended up on 58m 46s and 
were chasing Lobb and Crowther 
hard in the second half. 

William Langley/Paul Beeson were 
fourth in their Mexico on 63m 39s 
and Charles Mera, mbt ag Ayres 
were fifth in their Dolomite Sprint on 
67m 27s. 

Sixth, and possible winners but for 
missing a pesnaee check early on in 
the first half, were Keith Bushby and 
Ian Simpson who ended up with 1F 
57m 10s. 

The semi-experts class went to 
Terry Wright and Tony pea panic in 
a Firenza on 3F 81m 11s and spare a 
kind thought for the novice class 
winners Mr and Mrs S. Worf in a 
Mini who had to cut a lot of controls 
to even finish and ended up on 44F 
66m 58s. 


Drake does it 


Thick fog in the later stages made 
driving and navigation equally diffi- 
cult in Lincolnshire last Saturday 
when Poachers MC ran their Esso 
Uniflo Empire Trophy Rally over a 
180 mile route. Eventual winners, 
having been runners-up the previous 
year, were Chris Drake and David 
Coustick in an Avenger Tiger who 
dropped nine minutes on the all 
navigational route. 

At the halfway stage four crews 
were tied for the lead on five minutes 
but none of them were to finish in the 
first six pus 

John Leyland and Neil Fairhurst 
(RS 2000), last year’s winners, went 
out with a broken rotor arm at three 
quarter distance. Allan Scobell/Peter 
Knight put their Mazda off the road 
after going through a ford, N. 
and A. White (Viva), 


| Never re-started from petrol after 


discovering alternator trouble and 
John Bygrave and David Lloyd 
(RS1600) were the only crew to 
finish, taking seventh place. 

Second and third places, both on 
12 m, went to Tony Newsum and 
Derek Brader (Avenger GT) and 
Pete Johnson/Mark Gregory (RS 
1800). Fourth, and first member of 
the organising club, was John Beaty 
with Eric offin in their their 
Escort 1600 who dropped 13 m, 
Brian Jones and John Coupland 
brought their BMW 1600 into fifth 
spot on 14 m and Geoff Grundy and 
John Royston were sixth in their 
Saab 99 on 15 m. 

Four crews finished on 16 m 
among them the semi-expert class 
winners John Goddard and Ian God- 
dard in a Mini, who were ninth but 
they were beaten by a place by the 
novice winners David Goose and 
John Hayton in a Cooper. 


@ Newquay peerage: Chris 
Sims has sold his special saloon 
Vauxhall Magnum to well known 
Welsh Mini racer Georgie Constan- 
tine of Cardiff. Sims has no definite 
plans for next season but would like 
to stay in saloons, possibly in Group 
One if support and finance are forth- 
coming. 
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sports extra 


After a year’s absence from the 
racing circuits, former BOC Formula 
Ford champion reappeared at 
Brands Hatch last Sunday, back ina 
Van Diemen chassis. MacLeod raced 
in F3 briefly last year as well as 
FF2000, but couldn’t get the money 
to do F3 this year. However, for the 
rest of the season, he’s borrowed tine 
ex-Matthew Argenti Van Dieznen 
RF76 with which he’ll be racing 
every weekend 'til the end of the 
season. At the same time, he’ll be 
ek probably racing the new 
Van Diemen, currently on the 


MacLeod in FF again 


drawing board of Formula One 
designer Dave Baldwin. 


MacLeod took the Van Diemen to 
a couple of sixth places at Brands 
last weekend in the non-champion- 
ship heats and final but was troubled 
throughout by understeer which he’s 
finding difficult to iron out. For the 
last two weekends of the month, he’s 
racing both the Van Diemen and his 
F3 GRD at Brands and Thruxton, 
the GRD sporting a Toyota/Nova- 
motor and the new Van Diemen 
bodywork. 


Riley and Allen in superb tussle 


Although the course _ record 
remained safe, seven new class 
records were established at a fine 
weather hill climb meeting at Castle 
Howard, near York, last Sunday, 
with the Yorkshire SCC again in 
charge for their Gunter ophy 
event. 

Alan Newton rolled up the 550yds 
course in 28.08s to set BTD in his 
Huron Atlantic, but the stirring 
struggle was in the big single seater 
class where Peter Riley and Mike 
Allen battled all day long and broke 
the class record six times. 

Riley in his March 722 and Allen in 
his Taydec, ended a mere tenth of a 
second apart, Riley’s new class 
winning time being 29.13s, slicing 
more than a second off the previous 
best. 

In the smaller capacity single 
seater class John Crowson sliced a 
whisker off his own record with 
28.81s in his Gunk Terrapin but not 
surprisingly perhaps neither of 
classes was as quick as_ the 
clubman’s section where Bob Prest 
charged up the course in 28.16s to 


Practice makes... 


With five laps of a 650 yard course 
constituting a run, Liverpool MC 
gave drivers plenty of opportunity 
to get a good time at their autocross 
near Heswall, Wirral last Sunday. 
John Clarkson easily took BTD in 
his 1.8 Escort in 2m 40.9s. David 
Barnes (Escort), won his class but 
blew up the 1.3 engine in the process 
and Paul Windsor in his BDA Escort 
came back to win the road-going 
class after his fuel pump broke on his 
first run. 


BTD: J. Clarkson (Escort), 2m 40.9s. 

Class winners: M. Neald (Mini), 2m 55s; D. 
Barnes (Escort), 2m 51.2s; T. Hughes (Fiat 850 
Coupé), 3m 2.5s; T. Ward (Mini), 2m 47.9s; L. 
Chatwin (Escort), 2m 45.7s; N. Astbury (Mini), 2m 
46.2s; P. Windsor (Escort), 2m 45.7s. Novice: D. 
Wroe (Mini), 2m 47.4s. 


Knowles _( 


clip 0.04s off his own record with the 
Mallock U2. 

The first record to go was in the 
combined standard saloon class to 
1300cc where Bob Speak was very 
ungentlemanly to break John 
Casey’s class record, especially in 
Casey’s own car! Speak got down to 
30.45s to Casey’s 30.77, both being 
inside the former class best. 

The other three record breakers 
were Geoff McAuley in his Jowett 
Jupiter, beating his own record, 
Richard Jackson in his Porsche 
Carrera and Charles O’Hara in his 
MBS who had the day’s biggest 
improvement by almost a second. 


BTD: A. Newton Giiogy 28.08s. 
Class winners: B. Speak (Coo 
record) G. Swinbourne (Escort R Ee 31.41s; 
., Carthy (Cooper S), 31.74s; J. Thompson 
Firenza), 30.51s; M. Gleave (Sprite), 31.75s; J. 
radshaw (Elan), 32.58s; G. McAuley (Jupiter), 
36.78s (record); R. Jackson (Porsche Carrera), 
30.34s (record); R. Rew Melia GTE), 35.17s; |. 
Sprite), 31.93s; P. Tankard (TVR), 
30.94s; B. Prest (Mallock U2), 28.16s (record); 
C. O'Hara (MBS), 31.97s (record); G. Tatham 
McLaren M12C), 30.14s; J. Crowson (Terrapin), 
8.81s (record); P. Riley (March 722), 29.13s 
(record); Mrs M. Robson (Morgan), 35.78s. 


Ken in jeopardy 


The comeback of Manchester garage 
director Ken Bailey is in jeopardy 
after a superb finish to his season. 
He has decided that unless a sponsor 
comes forward during the winter he 
will have to retire again. “I don’t 
want a lot — nothing for looking 
after the car — I just need the ex- 
penses,”’ said Ken. 

His Formula Atlantic Chevron 
B29 achieved pole position without a 
clutch in the MCD open single-seater 
championship round at Oulton Park 
on October 2, and he won by 26s 
after easing back by 1,000 revs at 
the end. 


r S), 30.45s 


Dave Smith finds a novel parking place at Druids for his Formula Ford at 


<4 : ee Y 


Brands on Sunday, narrowly missing our photograp 


her. 


Date change 
at Thruxton 


| Thruxton’s final race of the year has 
| moved from its original date of 
November 13 to November 21. Seven 
races are scheduled all non- 
| championship — for Formula Ford, 
special saloons, Clubmans, F1300, 

arque MGs, Marque Ferraris, Mini 
1000 and 850 and for the first time at 
Thruxton, production sports cars. 
Regs are now available from John 
Wickham at Thruxton, and com- 
petitors will benefit from a reduced 
entry free of £8 for all races. 


Render’s record 


Using a 1.1 mile circuit and a new 
venue at RAF station Upwood near 
Huntingdon, the Austin Healey MC 
had more than 90 entries for their 
sprint last Sunday and David 
Render became the first holder of the 
course record. His best run, in the 
Lotus 7€, was 41.2s and he averaged 
96.1mph. 


BTD: D. Render {Lotus 76), 41.2s. 

Class winners: B. Lynch amp): 61.5s; J. Gray 
(Cooper), 64s: K. Holyome (Clubmans GT). 62.6s: 
D. Jest (Escort TC), 56.2s; P. Jones (Capri), 
57.9s; P. Faux (Mini), 57.6s; D. Lee (imp), 52.2s; 
R. Curzon (Escort), 51.7s; W. Horton (Firenza), 
51.2s; B. Hudson (Mid et), 61s; T. Hempsted 
Glew 53.7s; M. Chalk (Lenham Sprite), 52.1s; R. 

liver (Midget), 51.4s; D. Grant (MGC), 53.1s; R. 
Glass (Mallock U2), 48.6s; J. Corbyn (Terrapin), 
52.9s; L. Edmonds RRayete, 47s; A. Blow (Bristol 
404), 61.9s; The Hon J. Fellowes (Maserati 450F), 
51.4s; D. Cox (Cooper-Chevrolet), 49.9s. 


- 


Rupert’s 
new Imp 


Making a_ sensational debut at 
Snetterton last Sunday was the 1.0 
Sunbeam Wallinger Imp special 
saloon driven by Richard “Rupert 
the Bear” Long. 

Starting from the third row this 
ultra low black projectile was in the 
lead before the front row had 
selected second gear and eventually 
it finished fourth and won its class. 
Utilising several Brabham BT35 

ieces and a Greetham Imp engine it 


is the brain child of Richard 
Wallinger, sprint specialist and 
occasional circuit racer. Richard, 


who sets the car up for Rupert to 
drive, reckons lap times two seconds 
under the present class record 
are ‘‘on”’ when it is fully sorted. 


Evans’ boost 


It is now virtually certain that Jim 
Evans will be continuing the 
development of the AET Escort 
Turbo next season for both he and 
the AET Engineering (who have 
recently become agents for KKK 
turboc A sat) are assured that 
there is a lot more to come from the 


already successful Escort. Should 
sufficient fmancial backing be found 
and should progress warrant such a 
move it is not impossible that the 
team might have a crack at next 
year’s British Group 5 rounds. 


| 


Championship 
positions 


Mini 850 Challenge: 1, Graham Wenham, 114; 
2, Terry Pudwell, Graham Woskett, 97: 4, Chris 
ginelt 94; 5, Julian Cutler, 64; 6, Martin Goodall, 


Mini 1000 Challenge, final positions: 1, Mike 
Curnow, 133; 2, lan Briggs, 115; 3, Phil Spurling, 
102; 4, Derek May, 85; 5, Eric Groves, 80; 6, Tom 
Hurn, 71. 

Mini 1275 GT Challenge: 1, Roger Saunders, 
115; 2, Malc Leggate 105; 3, Alan Curnow, 104; 4, 
am Burrows, »1; 5, Paul Taft; 82; 6, Steve Soper, 


76. 

Mini Challenge, overall: 1, Mike Curnow, 133; 2, 
Roger Saunders, lan Briggs, 115; 4, Graham 
Wenham, 114; 5, Malc Leggate, 105; 6, Alan 
Curnow, 104. 

Brush Fusegear Formula Ford, final positions: 1, 
Jim Walsh, 132; 2, Matthew Argenti, 80; 3, Derek 
Warwick, 72; 4, Chris Skellern, 54; 5, Paul Smith, 
35; 6, Philip Bullman, 27. 

sso Uniflo special saloon car champion, final 
positions; over 1300cc: 1, Tony Dickinson, 47; 2, 
Colin Hawker, 26; 3, Tony Stawson, 25; 4, Nick 
Whiting, 18. 1001cc to 1300cc: 1, Peter Baldwin, 
27; 2, Gerry Gough, 26; 3, Clive Sparkes, 23; 4, 
Geoff Byman, David Carvelt, 21. 851cc to 1000cc: 
1, Rob Mason, 46; 2, Richard Oliver, 44; 3, Peter 
Cartlidge, 19; 4, Graham Levis, 13. Up to 850ce: 
1, Geoff Gilkes, 48; 2, Mike Kirby, 26; 3, Charles 
Bernstein, 24; 4, John Flack, 17. 

Tricentrol Car Group Clubmans sports, final 

sitions, 1001cc to 1600cc modified: 1, Alan 

ebb, 24; 2, Malcolm Jackson, 22; 3, Peter Cooke, 
15; 4, Nick Adams, 12. Formula Ford engined: 1, 
Alex Ferrada, 48; 2, Don Farthing, 36; 3, Keith 
Money, 16; 4, Steve Farthing, 13. 

Jaybrand Racewear Silverstone County league, 
final positions: 1, Northamptonshire, 126; 2, Hert- 
fordshire, 124; 3, Buckinghamshire, 99; 4, Oxford- 
shire, 83; 5, Warwickshire, 82; 6, Leicestershire, 
73. Individual highest points score: Alex Ferrada 
(Bucks), 64. 

Vandervell Award for Novice drivers, final 
positions: David Carvell, 54; 2, Don Farthing, 53; 
3, Tom Wood, 19; 4, Clive Sparkes, 18; 5, Richard 
Trott, 16; 6, David Leaver, Steve Farthing, 14. 

Allied Polymer ee Silverstone Driver of the 
Year award, final positions: 1, Jim Walsh, 139; 2, 
Bruno Giacomelli, 107; 3, Tony Strawson, 99; 4, 
Tony Dickinson, 95; 5, Colin Hawker, 91; 6, 
Derrick Brunt, 83. 

BRSCC Renault 5 Elf Challenge: 1, Neil 
McGrath, 175; 2, Barrie Williams, 150; 3, Richard 
Hassell, 136; 4, Charles Sawyer-Hoare, 110; 5, 
John Bell, 86; 6, Stuart McCrudden, 77. _ 

MCD Open Single Seater Championship: 1, Val 
Musetti, 45; 2, John Wingfield, 25; 3, Keith 
Holland, 22; 4, Ken Bailey, 15; 5, Alan Clenneli, 
12; 6, Nick Whiting, Philip Guerola, 10. 2 

Townsend Thoresen Formula Ford Champion- 
ship: 1, David Kennedy, 69; 2, Rick Morris, 51; 3, 
Kenny Gray, 50; 4, rek Daly, 45; 5, Derek 
Warwick, 39; 6, John Bright, 37. 


Simoniz Special Saloon Car Championship, over 

- 1300cc: 1, Nick Whiting, 88; 2, Tony Sugden, 51; 

3, Colin Hawker, 33; 4, Tony Rosen, 17. 1001cc to 

1300cc: 1, Graham Goode, 64; 2, Tony Westbrook, 
43; 3, Peter Baldwin, 33; 4, David Smith, 17. 

BRSCC Euro-Burgess Southern League Produc- 
tion Sports Car Championship, £3000 to £4500: 1, 
Chris Meek, 35; 2, Colin Blower, 16; 3, Rod 
Gretton, 12. £2000 to £3000: 1, Chris Alford, 35; 
2, Chris Hampshire, 18; 3, Don Griffiths, 14. Up to 
£2000: 1, Dave Karaskas, 29; 2, Valli, 27; 3, Ken 
Davies, 11. 

DJM Formula Ford Ghampionship: 1, Derek 
Warwick, Rod Bremner, 84; 3, Jim Walsh, 55; 4, 
David Heale, 31; 5, Don Sobering, 22; 5, Bernard 
Devaney, 21. 

Oceanair Clubmans Sports Championship: 1, 
Alex Ferrada, 140; 2, Don Farthing, 71; 3, Steve 
Farthing, 56; 4, Dud Moseley, 46; 5, Guy 
Woodward, 29; 6, Nick Scott, 25. 

Forward Trust 1000 Plus Special Saloon Cham- 
pionship, over 1300cc: 1, Nick Whiting, 35; 2, Tony 
Sugden, 25; 3, Colin Hawker, 15; 4, Tony 
Dickinson, 13. 100icc to 1300cc: 1, Graham 

oode, 33; 2, Phil Winter, 27; 3, Peter Baldwin, 
24; 4, Dave Hancock, 8. 

Forward Trust 1000 Special Saloon Champion- 
ship, 851cc to 1000cc: 1, Ginger Marshall, 44; 2, 
John Homewood, 14; 3, Brian Prebble, 11; 4, 
Malcolm Johnstone, 7. Up to 850cc: 1, David 
Enderby, 30; 2, Roger Gill, 19; 3, Neil Dineen, 18; 
4. Geoff Gilkes, 11. 

BARC Modified Sports Car Championship, over 

O0Occ: 1, John Cooper, 50; 2, Jonathan Palmer, 
19; 3, Robin Gray, 17; 4, Tony Wingrove, 7. 
1501cc to 2000cc: 1, Dave Bettinson, 47; 2, Jon 
Fletcher, 42; 3, Rob Haigh, 8; 4, Mark Hales, 6. 
1151cc to 1500cc: 1, lan Hall, 47; 2, Keith Ashby, 
37; 3, Gordon Howie, 18; 4, lan Bax, 7. Up to 
1150cc: 1, Simon Packford, 40; 2, Pat Longhurst, 
31; 3, Gary Morse, 14; 4, Steven Roberts, 9. 

Alan Pond trophy for Special saloons, final 
positions: 1, Jim Evans, 29; 2, Dave Horsley, 17; 3, 
Keith Bowmaker, 16. 

Graham Coaker Memorial Trophy for Single 
seaters, final positions: 1, Andy Barton, 13; 2, 
Peter Harrington, 11; 3, Mick Starkey, 10. p 

Peter Wingfield Trophy for Clubmans, final 
positions: 1, lan McCullough, 12; 2, Mick Lane, 10 
3, Don Farthing, 4 

Keith Douglas Award, final 
Evans, 30; 2, lan McCullough, 
Harrington, 26 

Nottingham Cup for Special saloons, final 

sitions: 1, Jim Evans, 17; 2, Dave Horsley, 9; 3, 

ill Barrat, Clinton Bourke, Jim Rhodes, 5. 

Dick Protheroe Trophy for modsports, final 

sitions: 1, Garry Wilson, 11; 2, Andy Smith, 9; 3, 

on Kirkman, 6. 

Cooper Oils Clubmans, final positions; modified 
Clubmans: 1, Ray Edge, 54; 2, Richard de la Rue, 
43; 3, Tony Norton, 42; 4, Malcolm Jackson, 21. 
Formula Ford engined: 1, Ken Brown, 63; 2, 
Andrew Feather, 53; 3, Don Creasey, 42; 4, Dud 
Moseley, 40. 

Oldham and Crowther championship for 
Thor bred sports cars, final positions, class 
one: 1, Dave Preece, 40; 2, John Chatham, 35; 3, 
John Harper, 34; 4, Peter Foster, 18. Class two: 1, 
Reg Woodwock, 53; 2, Simon Phillips, 33; 3, 
Andrew Ledingham 24: 4, Roddy McPherson, 14. 
Class three: 1, Bruce Brown, 54; 2, Jerry Trace, 
31; 3, Michael Walker, 20; 4, John Lucas, 18. 


sitions: 1, Jim 
20; 3, Peter 
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Sports ex (ra aaa SE ROS tc 
FF Festival anxiety 


The restructured Formula Ford 
festival is currently causing Formula 
Ford competitors worries. At a 
recent race meeting, Mike Blanchet 
drew up a letter reproduced below 
spelling out competitors’ feelings 
and this was signed by many of the 
top runners in the Formula. It does 
indeed seem a shame that the 
Festival is no longer for Formula 
Ford, and has the equally worrying 
implications of counting for cham- 
pionship points, a viewpoint shared 
apparently by some of the people 
involved with decisions. The actual 
text of the letter which was ad- 
dressed to the BRSCC’s Peter 
Browning is as follows: 
“For several years the Formula Ford 
Festival has become accepted as a 
grand end-of-season thrash, free of 
any worries about Championship 
oints, and a chance for a driver who 

s missed out winning a cham- 
pionship to end the season on a high 
note. 

“This year the whole concept of 
the Festival has been defeated by 
running it as the final round of not 
only the Townsend Thoresen, but 
also the RAC championships. So a 
driver whose car or engine tots him 
down, or who gets involved in a 
‘shunt’, misses out on all three 
counts. 

“Not only this, but the so-called 
Festival is to run (presumably as a 
supporting race!) with a Formula 


Scarratt 
retires 


Monoposto driver Trevor Scarratt 
announced at Brands Hatch re- 
cently that he was hanging up his 
crash helmet at the age of 39 after 
ten years of racing. His, career 
started at Brands with Motor 
Racing Stables and some of his most 
vivid memories came from there too, 
so it’s fitting that his final race 
should be on the Kentish track. 

Trevor gives growing business and 
family responsibilities as the main 
reasons for his decision, though he’s 
none too happy with the turn taken 
by the sport in recent years, with too 
much off-track bickering. Ever- 
increasing expense is another 
reason, and he’s a little disenchanted 
with travelling four hours each way 
from home for just over eight 
minutes of racing, which is what 10 
mee at Brands now provides. 

onoposto Champion in 1972 and 

a close challenger in 1973, he made 
an abortive effort to go Formula 
Atlantic in 1974, resulting in no 
racing at all, so he rebuilt his trusty 
Monoposto Brabham in 1975 and 
carried on with that. 


Marshal training 
at Croft 


It is not always easy to find new 
course marshals so it was particu- 
larly welcome to see 60 to 70 
marshals in training last Sunday 
morning at Croft before practisin 

ot under way at noon. Pau 

eatherill, the BRSCC(N)’s Chief 
Marshal, has put a lot of effort into 
the Club’s marshalling programme, 
effort which has already resulted in 
some very snappy work in difficult 
situations this season, but the situa- 
tion on Sunday certainly augurs well 
for next season. 


54 


5000 race and two saloon car events. 

“Why not have the TT/RAC heats 
and final on the Saturday and the 
Festival as a completely separate 
event on the Sunday? 

“This way, competitors and spec- 
tators alike will be assured of good, 
close racing and the Festival will 
retain its stature instead of being 
diminished into just another 
‘clubbie’. 

P.S. Several of the signatories also 
ried out that the final of the Dunlop 

ovices Championship is also 
included in this same event — it 
doesn’t seem sensible to mix novices 
and senior championship runners in 
the same race, for the sake of both 
eae concerned. Many drivers also 
eel that the Brands Grand Prix 
circuit would be a much better choice 
than the club circuit.”’ 

It was signed by Mike Blanchet, 
Steuart Veitch, Matthew Argenti, 
James Weaver, David Minister, 


Rory Byrne Cee, Mike 
Thompson, Rick orris, Rod 
Bremner, David Heale, David 
Wigdor, Frank Bayes, Gordon 


Morris, Nick Ham, David Palmer, 
Ashley Ward, Derek Ongaro (Lola), 
Don Sobering, Derek Daly, Jim 
Walsh, F. Bullman, Wil Arif. J 

We spoke to Blanchet on Monday 
who said that, naturally, the Tribute 
to James Hunt meeting makes little 
difference to his views, despite the 
obvious added gate. 


Janspeed’s 
return 


It was good to see Janspeed on the 
tracks of Britain again — Clive 
Richardson was driving a new 
Datsun Sunny at Silverstone ten 
days ago. The Sunny had been built 
up and tested while Richardson was 
on holiday, so very little testing had 
been done. The car sports ventilated 
front discs, a big valve race head, a 
race cam and Webers but it wasn’t 
so much the engine which gave 
teething trouble as brakes and the 
dampers. 

However, journalist Richardson 
was going well in the race when he 
hit a large puddle which slewed the 
car off the track damaging itself 
against the road bridge. But the car 
will be rebuilt by Brands on the 17th 
by which time Clive hopes that it will 
have been tested and sorted by Alec 
Poole. The idea is that next year, the 
car may be fitted with a larger Super 
Saloon big class special saloon type 


engine. 


Hitachi present 
cassettes 


In a nice gesture recently, Hitachi’s 
In-Car division presented cassette 
radios to Peter Day, Cliff Watts, 
David Enderby and Jeff Ward in 
appreciation of their entertainin 
driving and regular attendance at 
the Hitachi 1000 special saloon car 
rounds this year. Rob Mason, who 
beat Jeff Ward on that particular 
day, was also given a cassette radio 
but it would seem Jeff is the 
champion with two rounds still to 
run. The actual final trophies will be 
resented to the winners at the 

pecial Saloon Register’s dinner on a 
date still to be arranged. 


N. lreland to 
take Wharton test? 


The Northern Ireland team of 
Harold Hagan (MG Midget), Ken 
Irwin (Mini) and Ken Sheilds will be 
attempting to give their country 
its eighth successive win in the 
Pedmore House/Ken Wharton 
Memorial autotests on October 16. 
Organised by the Hagley and 
District LCC, this pretigious 
autotest dates back to 1958 and will 
be contested by teams from 
Northern Ireland, Eire, England, 
Guernsey, Scotland and Wales. 
England's team is Stephen Stringer 
(Lotus 7), John Larkin (Mini 
Clubmans) and John Calton 
(Mexico). The Ken Wharton Auto- 
tests will be held in the car park of 
Pedmore House, Ham Lane, Stour- 
bridge, commencing at 10.30 am con- 
tinuing through to about 4.30 pm. 


Williams’ best 
borrow 


With a record entry of nearly 80 cars 
and watched by a large crowd, Ted 
Williams, in Geoff Hunt's March 702 
set best time of the day at the special 
sprint meeting at Talbenny near 
averfordwest last Sunday which 
the Pembroke MC ran to raise funds 
for the Peter Waldron Memorial. His 
best run was achieved in 93.75s. 
Stuart Watts set a new class 
record with his Elan clipping 0.8s off 
his own sports car class record and 
Nigel Pow (Brabham BT35) clipped a 
fraction off the old large capacity 
single seater class record. Brothers 
Brian and John Wilson finished only 
0.38s apart in the Clubmans class 
sharing the family Mallock U2. 


BTD: T. Williams (March 702), 93.75s. 

Class winners: M. Davies (Anglia), 105.3s; |. 
Burheeway (Mint , 118.85; J. Llewellin (Avenger), 
111.2s; N. Johnstone (Cooper), 102.9s; J. 
Meredith (Cooper S. 102.3s; S. Watts (Elan), 

K ) E. Preece (Midget), 103.2s; B. 
Wilson (Mallock U2), 95.5s? N. Rees (Curzon), 
108.6s; D. Morris (Ensign), 94.3s; N. Pow 
(Brabham BT35), 97.0s (record); J. Llewellin 
(Avenger), 110.6s; T. Brown (Escort) 104.8s. 


Television 
view point 


“SD(34) Club are applying to BBC’s 


Community TV programme Open 
Door for air time. The programme 
that they would hope to put together 
will be called Motor Sport in 1976/7 
and will try to cover all aspects of 
the sport, including government, 
— and lack of media coverage (!). 

'D(34) hope to get interviews with 
prominent people in the sport 
included in their programme, 
including one with a representative 
of the Forestry Commission. They 
are particularly eager to receive any 
ideas from people involved with the 
sport who feel that they have a point 
to make, and anyone wishing further 
information should contact Peter 
Sowray, 28 High St., Frodsham, 
Warrington, Cheshire, tel: Frodsham 
32665. 


@ There are three practice days left 
at Mallory Park this year. They are 
on October 16, November 13 and 
December 4. 


Briefly... . 


@Tony Lanfranchi’s victory at 
Mallory Park in the Radio One 

roduction saloon car round was his 
ourth in succession in the series. 
Midweek, the Opel Commodore’s 
engine was pirteped and found to be 
legal, after Lanfranchi himself asked 
Peter Jowett to seal it at Snetterton 


the previous weekend. 
@ One of the more rewarding rallies 
in terms of finance is the Bentley 


rally sponsored by Bentley Bros of 
Sheffield and this is to be held this 
year on December 18/19, the final 
round of the East Midland 
championship with a first prize of 
£50 plus trophies. Regs are now 
available for the rally from Mrs 
Christine Humphrey, 3 Helmton 
Drive, Sheffield 8, tel: Sheffield 
582718 and 50394. The event is 
organised by the ladies of the One 
Eleven MC. . 


@ Anyone fancy a_ sprint in 
Germany? The A v D Club Bremen 
have an Internationally licensed 
sprint at Bremen on March 27 for 
1,2,3,4 cars on a nearby airfield. 
Entries for British competitors are 
at half price; the man to write to is 
Hans-Gunter Lattreuter who can be 
contacted at 28 Bremen 33. 


@ Having scored a win at the circuit 
last time he raced a production car in 
the over £2400 class of the Britax 
series, Gerry Marshall goes to 
Thruxton again on October 31 to 
drive his own BWM 38.0 Si which he 
loaned to David Taylor to race this 
year. Marshall won in a Capri last 
time. 


@ Last Sunday’s round of the RAC 
Sporting Trials Championship — the 
Roy Fedden Frophy, run by the 
Bristol MC & LCC — was cancelled 
because the land on which the event 
was to have been run was 
waterlogged. 


@ Despite — his normal 
Vauxhall Magnum badly damaged in 
a roll at Snetterton ten days ago, 
Jeff Allam was back in the Radio 
One field at Mallory Park last 
Sunday, using the car that he ran on 
the Tour of Britain. 


® Gordon Spice Ltd have marketed 
a new Fireater 3 lb extinguisher for 
road cars which retails at £49.50. It 
can be fitted into the engine com- 
partment of any car wherever the 
space is available. 


@iIt appears we  inadvertenth 
credited Ken Booth with an historic 
win at Longridge on September 26, 
but we are informed that it was Ton: 
Steele who won the class and too 
the fastest lap in his Elan. 


@ Stuart Lawson, well known 
Scottish Formula Ford driver is 
apparently —" to go FF2000 
next year. Another Scotsman to go 
FF2000 possibly is Duncan Hall. 


@ Ed Stephens, the modsport driver 
is looking for someone to fill 5000 sq 
ft of premises at Farringdon, Oxford- 
shire, and may be contacted at 0367 
21121; it’s not far from Silverstone. 


@ The BRSCC Midland Centre ... 
yes, Ron and Edwina Overend again 
take over another meeting, that on 
October 24 to be run by NSCC is now 
taken by the Midland Centre with 
races for Townsend Thoresen 
Formula Fords, Hitachi special 
saloons and Sytner of Nottingham 
Clubmans, Six days later, the centre 
hold their end of season disco and 
buffet on October 30 when entry will 
be £1 with tickets obtainable from 
the circuit or the BRSCC. 
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REE Sports extra MEEWeekend sport 


International 


Twenty-three entries, mostly from 
Sweden, head this weekend’s Inter- 
national at Santa Pod, promising one 
of the best weekends yet for the 
sport. With the final of the Tor Line 
funny car championship to be 
decided, John Andersson will be 
representing Sweden, but he can 
only hope to equal Clive Skilton’s 
points, for despite losing his own car 
at the second round in Sweden, Clive 
will be driving Peter Barnett’s car in 
an attempt to stay ahead of Dennis 
Priddle, currently second in the 
points list. 

Most of the entry comes in the 


Pod 


form of Street, Senior Comp and Pro- 
Comp cars not seen before in this 
country, but top runners all, so that 
the usual favourites in these classes 
will be hard pressed to do their usual 
winning. Three Corvettes are 
entered in Top Street, there are three 
Populars, all with Chevy engines, the 
Hemi-Jeep, the ex-Shutdown car 
now running a blown Chevy, an 8 
second Dodge-powered Model T that 
runs on petrol and many more. 


With night racing featured on 
Saturday evening, the weekend pro- 
mises plenty of action. 


Smith sails to BTD 


The last meeting of the season at 
Gurston Down on October 3 was 
decided after only one run per com- 
petitor, Conditions during the 
proc ractice period were almost 
impossible with a river of water 
running across the tarmac just after 
the finish line. After a drivers’ 
meeting at the lunch break, several 
competitors decided to withdraw 
from the meeting. Fortunately for 
the very hard working organisers, a 
large number stayed on and by mid- 
afternoon conditions had improved 
considerably after the rain ceased. 
Best time of the day was set by 
Terry Smith with his 5.7 litre Chev- 
rolet engined McLaren MI4D. His 
run was a lesson to all on how to 
control such a powerful beast despite 
the fact that Re got a trifle out of 
shape on the exit to the Karussel. 
Second fastest time of the day was 
set by Ted Williams with his Ensign 
LN3, he being completely at home in 
the conditions having spent the last 
eight years power boat racing! 
Another driver to excell in the con- 
ditions was Geoff Hunt with his ex- 
Mike Wilds Formula 3 March, 
setting third fastest time of the day. 


In the other classes, Charles 


International events 


Barter rounded off an excellent 
season by taking the up to 1000cc 
saloon car class. Not an easy victory 
this as both Dave Dunford and John 
Jordan were only fractionally slower 
in their well driven Hillman and 
Stiletto. A really good climb was put 
in by John ‘ford with his 1.3 
Cooper ‘S’ his time of 42.48s not only 
giving him an easy class win but was 
fourt 
Channon eased his AC Cobra up the 
hill to take his class while Anthony 
Boshier-Jones took his with his 
immaculate Mallock U2 IIB. In the 
500cc racing car class competition 
was very keen despite Barry Brant 
easily winning it with his Cooper Mk 
10. Peter Harvey was closest to him 
with his Mk 1 version while the two 
Mk 5 models of Roy Wright and Rob 
Hilton were only split by a tenth of 
a second. 

BTD: Terry Smith (5.7 McLaren M14D), 38.45s. 

Class winners: Dale Clement ae Morris Cooper 


S), 47.76s; Charles Barter (1.0 Hillman Imp), 
44.35s; John Milford (1.3 Austin Cooper S), 


) 
42.48s; Dennis Jellet (1.3 BLMC Mini), 45.47s;° 


Des Tarling (1.3 MG Midget), 52.14s; Paul 
Channon (AC Cobra), 45.62s; Anthony Boshier- 
Jones (Mallock U2 Mk11B), 43.30s; Alan Lloyd 
(Dastle Mk15), 45.7s; Hedley Hutchins (Phoenix), 
45.28s; Barry Brant (Cooper wh 44.95s; Tom 
Hart (Chevron), 42.64s; Ted Williams (Ensign 
LN3), 38.615; Basil Stainer (Lola 7142), 47.13s. 


fastest time of the day. Paul - 


OULTON PARK 


It’s Oulton Park finals day on Satur- 
day when five out of the six cate- 
gories racing decide their final 
positions. The whole day is spon- 
sored by Swan Lager, no doubt in 
the hope that their man Ted Wentz 
will take the Indylantic champion- 
ship. The last two races have seen 
Tony Rouff leading most of the way, 
although a contretemps saw Wentz 
the winner last time out at Brands. 
And this time, who knows? There are 
16 Indylantic cars entered to contest 
the race and their usual super sprint 
heats. 

Of the other races, only Neil 
McGrath has clinched his title in the 
Renault 5 series but others in the 
race include Richard Hassell and 
John Bell. In the prodsports series, 
Chris Meek and Chris Alford come to 
Oulton equal on points, so both will 
be going all out to win their classes. 
The Debenhams Escorts have their 
third round in three weekends and 
that should see another close tussle 
between John Waterman and 
Wayne Wainwright, yet again. The 
score is now one all in recent 
weekends, so who’s going to take it 
this time? The Leyland Mini 850 


Challenge boasts the highest entry’ 


of the lot with Chris Tyrrell, Graham 
Wenham and Terry Pudwell sure to 
be at the front and battling hard, 
while the Sytner of Nottingham 
round should see another Nick 
Adams/Malcolm Jackson battle, 
with Adams trying hard to stay on 
sop the series. 


acing starts with the super’ 


sprint heats at 1.30 pm. 


BRANDS HATCH 


The BARC have the first of their 
Brands double on Sunday when they 
organise a 9 race meeting for Britax 
production saloons, Simoniz special 
saloons, F1300, two BARC mod- 
sports races, a Mini 1275GT event, 
two MCD Formula Ford races (one a 
consolation race) and a finally, the 
feature race of the day for Shellsport 
Escorts in two teams, captained by 
two of sports more extrovert charac- 
ters: Divina Galica and Tony Lan- 
franchi. Divina’s team includes Nick 
Whiting, Derek Bell, Gordon Spice, 
Mike Wilds and that very quick 


Indylantic, Renault 5, Prodsports, Debenhams Esorts, 
Leyland Mini Challenge, Sytner Clubmans A Class 
Ken Wharton Memorial Autotests 


Castrol 76 — Castrol/Autosport Special Stage 


F Super Vee, F4, Monoposto, 


SMT Trophy Race Meeting — Special Saloons, Modsports, 
Production Saloons, Sports & Special GT's, FF1600, 


Saloons, Productions Sports, Single Seaters 
BEC Plant Autocross — ANECCC/Newcastle Journal A 


Scottish Hill Climb Championship 


Escorteer, John Lyon. Lanfranchi’s 
team comprises specialist saloon car 
men Andy Rouse, Gerry Marshall, 
Barrie Williams, Bernard Unett and 
Juliette Slaughter providing the 
feminine aspect. It should be a very 
fine race, while the other races have 
such names as Gerry Marshall (in 
Baby Bertha), Nick Whiting, Colin 
Hawker and some quality Formula 
Ford names. 
Racing starts 2.15 pm. 


CADWELL PARK 


The Lincoln Motor Cycle and Car 
Club organise a very mixed bag of 
races at Cadwell on Sunday when 
SuperVee again visit the mini Nur- 
burgring for another round of their 
series, already taken by John Morri- 
son. Other similar Formulae at 
Cadwell include Formula 4 and 
Monoposto, while the programme is 
completed by lots of special saloons, 
Formule Libre, Clubman’s and 
Formula Ford. 

Racing starts at 1.45 pm after 
practice from 9 am. 


INGLISTON 


Nine races of varying calibre with a 
well balanced programme make up 
the SMRC’s MT _ sponsored 
‘meeting at Ingliston this Sunday. 
The races are for modsports, special 
and production saloons, Formula 
Ford, libre, historic and special GT 
cars, There are exceptional entries 
for the historic event while a further 
bonus for libre runners is the John 
Brown Trophy. and £20 for the 
fastest lap. No doubt all the Scottish 
regulars will be present, and the 
action itself starts at 2pm after prac- 
tice from 9.30am. 


SNETTERTON 


The fourth round of the Embassy 
British rallycross championship’ 
takes place this Sunday at Snetter- 
ton where Hampshire driver John 
Welch will be hoping to consolidate 
his lead. He has seven points over a 
uartet of rivals: Tom Airey, Dave 

uell, Trevor Hopkins and John 
Button who are all expected to be 


among the sixty drivers entered. 
This penultimate round is organised 
by the West Suffolk MC and starts 
at 2 pm with practice from 10 am. 


Rally Championship 


Simoniz Special Saloons, Britax Productions Saloons, 
MCD FF1600, F1300, Modsports, Mini 1275GT 


F1600, Clubmans, F Libre, 


Ernest Owen Production Car Trial 


Date Venue Event 
Oct 14/16 Austria OASC Rally — European Rally Championship for Drivers 
Oct 17 Riverside, USA American F5000 Championship 
Oct 17 Sandown, Australia F5000 
British events 
Date Venue Event Status Club 
Oct 16 Oulfon fer nr Tarporley, Race Meeting R BRSCC (NW) 13.30 
eshire 
Oct 16 Recmors rouse, Hematane; -Autotest R Hagley & DLCC 10.30 
tourbridge, W. Midlands 
Wolvs & S Staffs CC 
nie preset wd x i Championship, Motor RA\ 
Oct 16 = Rally R Borough 18 MC = Moonraker Rally 
Oct 16/17 | Gratiaga Motorway services: 7 Rally cP Devizes & DMC _— Driveshaft Rally 
eigh Delamere (MR173/890791 , = 
Oct 16/17 Behea's Car Kiclions, : Rally ( Sixty & Worcs MC Autumn Leaves Rally 
Kingsland 
Oct 16/17 Nelson & Colne College, Rally (¢; Pendle & DMC 24.00 South Valley 76 Rally 
+ Reedyford (MR103/856387) f 
Oct 16/17 Europa Lodge Hotel, Coast Road, 2CV Cross N Hadrian MC _ 2CV Cross 
Wallsend, Newcastle-upon-Tyne , 
Oct 17 Brands Hatch, nr Dartford, Race Meeting R BARC 14.00 
ent X 
Oct 17 Cadwell Park, nr Louth, Race Meeting R Lincoln MC & CC 13.45 1 
Lincs : Special Saloons 
Oct 17 melaton, nr Edinburgh, Race Meeting R Scottish MRC 14.00 
: aoe F Libre, Historic Cars 
Oct 17 Snatiertan, nr Thetford, Rallycross R W Suffolk MC 12.30 — 
lorfo ; A 
Oct 17 Curborough, nr Lichfield Sprint R Nottingham SCC = 
Oct 17 | Bassingbourne, nr Royston Sprint R Green Belt MC. — 
Oct 17 Lowca Lane, Seaton, Workington Autocross R Workington & DMC 13.30 ! c 
| oe Championships 
Oct 17 Oddicombe, Torqua Hillclimb | © Torbay MC. .30 f ; 
Oct 17 — ks sae Sparing Car Trial R Honeshive Scc - Pennine Sporting Trial 
Oct 17 Kinkell, St Andrews Hiilclim’ R St Andrews & DMC = 
Oct 17 West Malling Airfield, Autotest R Blackpalfrey MC 10.30 Slalom Autotest 
(MR188668556) ; 
Oct 17 Tatenhill, Nr Burton- Production N Owen MC 10.00 
on-Trent (MR128/155209) Car Trial 


Secretaries of the Meeting are requested to send details of all forthcoming events to Miss Linda McRae, Autosport'Editorial, Haymarket Publishing Ltd., Regent House, 54/62 Regent Street. London W1A 2YJ 
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Ford, choose your tyres as carefully 


: ‘Like 


: » as you choose your car. : 
eh , . 
- ~*~ 
e It makes a good car even better 


. 


